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PREFACE. 



The late Rev. Samuel Jackson entered the Wesleyan 
ministry in 1806, and spent forty-nine years in its 
active duties, and six in the retirement of a supernu- 
merary. He died at Newcastle-on-Tyne, August 4th, 
1861. During the last twenty years of his life the 
subject uppermost in his thoughts was the vast impor- 
tance of early conversion to God. It became his settled 
conviction that "this world will never be right until 
it is understood, not merely that evangelical religion 
concerns the young, but that it concerns them above 
all people." In unwearied eflforts to produce and 
strengthen this conviction in the minds of others, his 
last days were spent. 

He left many MSS. in which he had given utterance 
to the deep yearnings of his heart on this great 
question. Most of these have been published^ as 
opportunity offered, under an overpowering sense of 
duty, and without any attempt at pecuniary advan- 
tage. Several sermons on general subjects have also 
been committed to the press, in connexion with a 
short memoir from the pen of his elder brother, the 
Rev. Thomas Jackson. The MSS. notes of others, 
preached in his various circuits, abound witk ^«&^'^:^'^ 



ly PREFACE. 

worthy of preservation. It has been thought that 
a selection of these, bearing especiallj on Christian 
experience and holy living, might be useful to younger 
members of the Society, and would be kindly received 
by them for his sake. Such a selection is contained 
in the following pages. , 

The sermons from which these extracts have been 
taken were listened to with pleasure and profit by 
Methodists of a generation now fast passing away ; and 
it is earnestly hoped that this little * volume will find 
many thoughtful readers among those who inherit their 
name, and who are rising up to fill their place, and 
carry on their work. 
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I. 

" Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith, without the deeds of the law^^ — Rom. iii. 28. 

What is the doctrine contained in these words ? It 
is the great Apostolic, the great Protestant doctrine of 
the justification of a sinner before God by faith in the 
meritorious death of Christ, and by faith in that death 
alone. And what is Methodism? It is this great doc- 
trine embodied in the blessed experience of a multi- 
tude of human beings, and carried out into its practi- 
cal results in their liife and conversation. The first 
Methodists did not invent this doctrine ; they found it 
in the New Testament. Nor is it pretended that they 
were the first to do this. It was understood and re- 
ferred to by the ancient Fathers of the church : it is 
brought out and made especially prominent in the 
^writings of Luther and the Protestant Reformers : and 
Mr. Wesley's attention was first directed to it by his 
conversations with the Moravian brethren. 

What the early Methodists did, in reference to this 
great doctrine, was, to assign it the very first place as ' 
a matter of personal possession and experience. They 
saw that it was not merely a statement to be beh'eved, 
but a blessing to be obtained and enjoyed. They were 
not satisfied with merely regarding it as an article of 
revealed truth, nor with merely stating and defending 
it as such, through the medium of the pulpit or the 
press. In their judgment, if it was anything at oil^^^ 

B 
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was something of the first and last importance to such 
a creature as man, and therefore to be preferred and 
sought before all other things. Accordingly, we find 
them acting upon this principle. Comparatively 
speaking, they neglected riches, and honour, and plea- 
sure, and learning, and every thing that the world 
deems great and good, that they might be "justified 
by faith.'* There was a sense in which they neglected 
other duties that they might attend to this. Until 
this was done, nothing could be done as it ought. 
For this they wept, and prayed, and believed, and 
wrestled, untU they finally prevailed. 

Had our fathers gone to the world for advice, they 
would have been told to ask. What shall we eat? 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed ? How shall we gain 
riches and honour 1 and to laugh at justification by 
faith, as a shadow and a dream. Had they consulted 
their own reason, they would have been taught to pre- 
fer many things to this. Instead of attending to it 
first, they would have put it off to the last ; and per- 
haps never have attended to it at all. Happily for 
themselves, and happily for us, they consulted nothing 
but the Bible ; and there they were taught that men 
are to seek " first*' — ^before all other things — "the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness." On this 
advice they acted; and they were blessed in their 
deed. 

The conduct of our Methodist fathers was, in princi- 
ple, like that of the widow of Sarepta, and was fol- 
lowed by similar, but still more glorious results. The 
prophet Elijah directed her, first of all, to prepare a 
cake for himself; while she and her son must be content 
to have their wants afterward supplied. Had she con- 
sulted her own feelings, or the opinions of her neigh- 
bours, she would have been taught to reverse this 
order of proceeding. But she attended only to the 
commandment of God, by the mouth of His prophet, 
and proved that in keeping of it there was " great 
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reward." The first Methodists neither listened to the 
maxims of the world, nor to the suggestions of their 
own reason, but simply and steadily hearkened to the 
commandments of God. They made up their minds 
never to rest until they felt that they had "peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." And they were 
blessed in their deed : they obtained the desire of their 
hearts. No sooner was the fire kindled than it began 
to spread. Had there been no blessing from God, 
there would have been no Methodism : our founders 
would have been forgotten ; and we should never have 
existed as a religious community. But the work then 
begun is still going on, and is the result of that bless- 
ing with which God was pleased to crown the tears and 
prayers of our fathers, in their attempts to realize, in 
their own experience, the doctrine of justification by 
faith. 

Such a practical preference of this great doctrine has 
led to the prominence given in Methodism to the wit- 
ness of the Spirit, and to entire sanctification. Those 
who cannot and will not rest until they have obtained 
pardon, by trust in the death of Christ, are sure to re- 
ceive " the promise of the Spirit through faith." All 
the heaven which is experienced by a newly pardoned 
sinner is the work of the Spirit ; and he is constrained 
to say, " This is the Lord's doing, and marvellous in 
our eyes." We are sure to hear much of the work 
and witness of the Spirit among a people who are, 
above all things, anxious to realize, in their own expe- 
rience, what it is to be "justified by faith." 

This also led the early Methodists to insist so 
strongly on the privilege and blessedness of being 
saved from all sin in this life. When* a man is par- 
doned, and admitted to intimacy and friendship with 
Qod, he cannot continue in any known sin. Sinful 
thoughts, as well as sinful words, — sinful principles, as 
well as sinful acts, — when viewed in the light of God, 
are unutterably detestable, and cannot be long endured. 
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These were the feelings of our fathers ; and when they 
found it written in the Bible, " I will circumcise thine 
heart, that thou may est love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart," they began to encourage one another 
to wait for and expect the fulfilment of this promise 
in themselves. We shall continue to preach the doc- 
trine of Christian perfection as long as we continue to 
know what it is to be "justified by faith." 

On the same general principle we account for the 
union and subordination which exist in the Methodist 
Societies. A large body of our people have been 
deeply convinced of their sin and danger ; they have 
fled to Christ, and found redemption in His blood. 
Hence they feel they owe a debt to Him which they 
never can discharge. They have become His covenant 
servants ; and their language is, " Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do % " With this devotion to Christ 
is connected a burning desire that others may ienjoy 
the same blessedness. In their judgment, it is the one 
thing needful for fallen man ; and were it but gene- 
rally known and enjoyed, it would turn the world up- 
side down. Now, there is a church order which is an 
ordinance of Christ. He has commanded His people 
to submit themselves " one to another," and to keep 
" the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." He 
has plainly intimated that it is only by being united 
among themselves that they can become His instru- 
ments in converting the world. Although the Metho- 
dists are often tried one with another, yet the love of 
Christ and of souls still prevails, and they continue a 
united body. If ever our attention is diverted from 
the all-important doctrine of justification by faith, — if 
ever we come to be chiefly occupied about lesser points, 
— we shall be divided into factions, and rent into a 
thousand pieces. But so long as we regard this great 
blessing as it was regarded by our fathers, and are 
supremely anxious to enjoy it ourselves, and to impart 
it to others, so long we shall possess the true living 
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principle of Christian concord and agreement. 
Although there may be little differences and disputes 
about minor matters, yet we shall be, mainly and sub- 
stantially, of one heart, and of one mind ; and evince 
the unity and eflBciency of a combined army, in carry- 
ing the Gospel through the world. 

Methodism, by Gk)d's mercy, has been rich in reli- 
gious biography. Many are the holy lives and happy 
deaths which its annals contain. The death-bed of 
our venerable Founder was a scene of peace and of 
triumph over the last enemy; and hundreds and thou- 
sands of his followers, in the same solemn hour, have 
tasted of the same joys, and been favoured with the 
same prospects. If we attempt to trace all these joys 
to their source, we shall find that the spring and foun- 
tain from which they all proceed is the great doctrine 
of justification by faith. There was a time in the his- 
tory and experience of these persons when they were 
engrossed with the business of their justification, when 
they neglected aU other things for this, when their 
language was, 

'' Nothing I ask or want beside, 
Of all in earth or heaven, 
But let me feel Thy blood applied, 
And lire and die forgiven.'' 

According to their faith it was done unto them. The 
sentence of absolution and remission was pronounced ; 
and they felt that they were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son. The happiness of all the 
Methodists now in heaven began when 

''Justified through faith alone. 

Here they knew their sins loi^ven." 

If we wish our end to be peaceful and happy, we must 
walk by the same rule, and mind the same thing. A 
happy death can only be produced by this cause. We 
must be "justified by faith,*' before we can "rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God.'* 



II. 
Bangor ttf WilM Sitt- 

" The wind hath hound her up in her wings^ — 

Hosea iv. 19. 

When men throw off the Divine guidance and 
authority, they are immediately brought under the 
influence of a power which hurries them on to des- 
truction. It may be said of all such persons, " The 
wind hath bound " them " up in her wings." A pro- 
digious power, called into action by their own mis- 
conduct, is bearing them forward, as on the wings of 
the wind, in a course of sin and ruin. 

Every time we wilfully sin we fall more fully under 
the power of our h&redita/ry depravity. How great 
that is, we may learn, in part, from the seventh 
chapter of Romans, where the apostle describes the 
obstinate and successful struggles it maintains with 
the convinced and returning sinner. He tells us that 
this enemy never slumbered, never was absent ; it was 
never to be taken by surprise ; it was ever wakeful, 
ever at its post : — " When I would do good, evil is 
present with me." He also observes that it was a 
determined, and therefore a successful enemy ; like a 
fierce warrior, it fought desperately, and therefore pre- 
vailed : — " I see another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin." He tells us that it is 
so overpowering, that the sinner is so completely sub- 
dued by it, that he had no hope of deliverance, but 
by some special and miraculous interference of God : — 
" Oh wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ?" 

We are all, by nature, imder the power of this prin- 
ciple ; but every act of wilful sin brings us under its 
power more fully ; so that the willing transgressor is 
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the most completely controlled by it, although he is 
the least conscious of its strength and of his own 
danger. None is so completely carried away by the 
stream as he who sleeps in his bark, and smoothly goes 
along with the current; only he who opposes it is 
conscious of its force. Those persons are most fully 
imder the power of the giant sin, who march with 
him, hand in hand, chatting and laughing, while he 
conducts them to his den. Those only who have 
attempted to return, who have had a struggle with 
the monster, properly know the strength of his arm, 
and how difficult it is for his victims to effect their 
escape. 

When we wilfully sin, we gradually fall under the 
power of evil hahit; a power which it is difficult 
to define, but which is everywhere to be seen in its 
operation and effects. When we do a thing once, this 
becomes an inducement to do it again. That induce- 
ment accumulates and strengthens, by every successive 
act, until we are overpowered and captivated by it. 
Habit is a silken chain, which is not felt ; nor can it 
well be broken : it gives us no uneasiness ; but it takes 
away our liberty. An evil habit may adorn our persons 
like a robe ; but it encloses us like a net. It may be 
beautiful to the eye, and pleasant to the touch ; but it 
is fetters to our feet, chains upon our hands, and a 
cart-rope about our neck, by which the devil is leading 
us to the chambers of death. 

When we consent to sin we are brought under the 
influence of that power which arises out of the con- 
nexion between circumstances and events. For one 
action leads to another, so that if you pull one link of 
the chain you draw another after it. When Joseph's 
brethren had begun to hate him, they were led to 
think of getting rid of him ; and when in this state of 
mind the Midianitish merchants passed by, they were 
powerfully induced to sell him ; and then, having 
proceeded so far, it became necessary for them to 
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finish what they had begun, and tell a lie, to impose 
upon their aged father. As he who casts a seed into 
the earth thereby awakens a principle, and puts a 
power into motion, which will certainly produce the 
blade, the stalk, the leaves, the flowers, and the fruit; 
so he who commits one wilful sin thereby sows a seed 
which will shoot out its stalk in another transgression^ 
will put forth its leaves in another, its blossoms in 
another, and finally (unless God interferes) bring forth 
the fruit of eternal death. 

Sinners dream of future repentance, and talk of 
being converted at some stated period of time ; and 
know not that " the wind hath bound " them " up in 
her wings," and that their conversion can only take 
place by stopping the whirlwind in its course, which 
is a miracle possible to none but God. 



III. 

Mix 3if«a;t)© to tto Wiob^d* 

" JBtit the wicked are like the trotibkd sea, when it cannot 

rest There is no peace, saith my God, to the 

wicked J^ — Isaiah Ivii. 20, 21. 

Because the sinner finds himself in the presence of 
One who is intimately acquainted with the particulars 
of his conduct. The facts of his transgressions are 
known to himself, and they are also known to the God 
with whom he has to do ; and therefore he is a miser-* 
able man. After the brethren of Joseph had sold him 
for a slave, it was impossible for them ever to foi^et 
that transaction. It is true they contrived, by means 
of a plausible falsehood, to conceal it from their aged 
father; but both these circumstances equally tended 
to destroy their own peace of mind. The caution and 
reserve which they were obliged to observe towards 
their father,' lest some word, or look, or act should 
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escape tbem, whioh might disclose the truth as to the 
fate of their brother, must have destroyed all that free 
and friendly and confiding intercourse between mem* 
bers of the same family which is so important an 
ingredient in the cup of human happiness, and have 
rendered their condition, even at home, exceedingly 
irksome. The circumstance of their being obliged to 
keep the sale of their brother a secret, rendered it im- 
possible for them ever to forget it ; and at the same time 
they could never think of it without self-reproach and 
remorse. They had kindled a fire in their own bosoms, 
which they could not cast out, for fear it should be 
seen by other people ; and they could not keep it in 
without being scorched and tormented by its flame. 

Yet, painful as was their condition during their resi- 
dence with their father, it became abundantly more so 
after they had gone down into Egypt, and found them- 
selves in the presence of Joseph himself. When he 
had thrown off the guise under which he had been 
concealed, assured them he was their brother, and 
made some inquiries after their father, we are told 
that they could not answer his questions, they were 
so "troubled at his presence." Then, their conduct 
was known, not -only to themselves, but also to the 
man before them, and was likely in a little time to 
come out, and be known to all the world ; and they 
were dumb with confusion and shame. How then can 
a sinner be happy in the presence of his God] Is the 
child happy when his father has detected him in some 
act of falsehood and disobedience ? All the meanness 
and falsehood of the sinner are naked and bare in the 
sight of the God with whom he has to do. What 
then is the misery he endures when he finds himself 
exposed to the flashes of those eyes of flame, from 
which there is no possibility of escape. 

A sinner cannot be happy, because of the position 
i^ which he has placed himself. His conduct is so 
Xjeiisohieyous as to render his destruction a matter of 



10 No Peace to the Wicked, 

absolute necessity. Like the condnct of Absalom, it 
is at once disobedience to his father, and treason 
against bis sovereign. That yoong man embarked in 
the criminal enterprize of dethroning his own father, 
in order to make himself king. By great patience, 
and the long practice of yarious plausible and popular 
acts, he at length succeeded in stealing the hearts of 
the men of Israel The conspiracy was strong; his 
adherents were powerful, both by their talents and 
numbers ; the kingdom was in commotion from one 
end to the other ; and the wish of his heart was on 
the point of being fulfilled. Now, although David, as 
a father, could never bring himself to consent to the 
death of his ison, yet these movements had rendered 
that death a matter of public and imperative neces- 
sity. When David dismissed his army to the field of 
battle, for the purpose of deciding the point in dispute 
by the sword, viewing the state of things with the eye 
of a father, he solenmly charged his troops and officers, 
saying, " Deal gently for my sake with the young man, 
even with Absalom." But Joab, his principal general, 
looking at things with the eye of a statesman, saw 
that the life of Absalom had now become a public 
calamity, and that the good of the nation required 
that he should be sent out of the world as soon as 
possible. Accordingly, at the very first opportunity, 
when he heard that the young man was entangled in 
the boughs of a tree, he hastened to the spot, and 
took away his life. 

The conduct of every sinner is equally outrageous, 
and places him in a precisely similar position. He 
is at once a rebel against his Father, and against his 
Sovereign. By resisting the authority of Gk)d he dis- 
turbs the repose of the world. His Maker may pity 
him, his Saviour may plead for him, good men may 
be sorry for him ; but so long as he is actuated by 
the principle of sin, and continues in the practice of 
sin, so long he is doomed to die. His death is neces- 
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sarjr for the quiet and well-boing of the universe ; and 
k sure, sooner or later, to take place. How then can 
a man be happy, when he has phiccd himself in such 
a position as iJiis ? Was Absalom happy, oTcn at the 
fbllest tide of his success ? He had raised a tempest 
in the country, and it was swelling and tossing like 
the sea in a storm ; and all this was but an image of 
the agitation which had been created in his own soul. 
While his oriminal conduct was producing so much 
tumult without, there could not possibly be any peace 
within. Every sinner is an enemy to God, an enemy 
to his species, and an enemy to himself ; and he must 
either alter his conduct, or be finally cut off, and 
removed, as a public nuisance. How then can he be 
happy? 

Many ways and means have been invented by men 
for alleviating (as they suppose) the misery they have 
brought upon themselves by sin. Some recommend 
an earnest application to business, and to fill the mind 
with the facts and principles of literature, or science, 
or law, or politics, or merchandise, or husbandry, by 
way of giving it occupation. Others prescribe a course 
of pleasure, and advise us to addict ourselves to 
various amusements. These things may divert the 
mind, and enable us for a while to forget our misery ; 
but they have no tendency at all to remove its cause ; 
and therefore, however long this chase may be con- 
tinued, whenever it comes to an end — and come to an 
end it must — the mind must fall back upon itself, and 
be as wretched as before. Forgetting God, and the 
&ults we have committed against Him, will never 
bring back our peace of mind. Peace was lost when 
sin was committed ; and it will never be recovered, but 
by such a repentance as is followed by forgiveness and 
reoonoiliation. 
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IV. 

©Ix^di^at)^ wfi^ Massing. 

" that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments / 
then had thy peace been as a river ^ and thy righteousness 
as the waves of the sea^ — Isaiah xlviii. i8. 

We all know that there is a moral difference between 
one action and another. To speak the truth is right ; 
to utter falsehood is altogether wrong. An action 
which is right in itself may become totally wrong by 
the motive from whence it springs, and by which it 
was suggested. It was, for instance, right to give alms 
to the poor, but entirely wrong, before doing so, to 
sound a trumpet, in order to attract attention and be 
^^ seen of men." These moral distinctions are matter 
of consciousness. Every one knows that there is a 
difference between right and wrong ; for his own con- 
science approves of the one, but condemns the other* 
These facts assume the existence and the moral govern- 
ment of God. It is impossible to give any rational 
account of these feelings without taking for granted 
that there is a God, and that He is ^^ the Judge of all 
the earth.*' 

Human beings, in consequence of the transgression 
of Adam, either altogether forget God, or think buti 
lightly of His moral government. Hence they ara 
said to be "bom in sin ;" and so long as they continues 
m the same moral state, it is said in the Bible, " there^ 
is no fear of God before their eyes." As they are sur** 
rounded by numerous and powerful temptations to 
wrdng-doing, they are easily prevailed upon to breaife 
the laws of their Maker, and conclude it will be bett^ 
for themselves, to violate His commands. Stilly tbifr 
does not in any degree change the condition of man. 
CoriBcience attests the truth, Man is under moral gov- 
ernment. "There is a God that judgeth in the earth:" 
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He " is angry with the wicked every day ; " and His 
displeasure, like a fire, when once kindled, will bum 
** to the lowest hell." His power extends to all dura- 
tion, as well as to all creatures, and is felt both in this 
world and the next ; so that all transgressors are sure 
io be sufferers, either here or hereafter. "Thou^ 
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished.^' 
Sometimes men are banded together in such prodigious 
numbers as to prove too strong for the civil govern- 
ment under which they live. Magistrates are obliged 
to connive at their doings, and to tolerate their wicked- 
ness, because they are unable to put it down. But no 
such case can happen under the perfect rule of God. 
"Though men and devils combine in one mighty league 
and phalanx to resist the Divine authority, to the last; 
yet all and each will be treated as if he were but a 
child, or a simple and unprotected individual. 

As long as we cherish the spirit of resistance to the 
motions of Divine grace, and of adherence to those of 
hereditary depravity, we are in danger of eternal per- 
dition. Hence we accoimt for the fear and distress 
so commonly experienced by those who enter .upon a 
religious course. They feel they are exposed to a 
fearful danger. This danger is increased h^ a continu- 
ance in sin. The sooner we freely submit to the moral 
government of Grod, and become "willing and obedi- 
ent " to Him, the less reason we shall have for sorrow 
and alarm, and the more speedily we shall realize 
security and happiness. 

Yet we are not to imagine we have never, in any 
degree, submitted to God, until we have shared in that 
fulness of happiness here described. All the heights 
and depths of Christian holiness may be attained; but 
we must first submit to enter the strait gate, to walk 
in the narrow way, and to climb the hill of the Lord. 
We may know our sins forgiven, receive the witness of 
the Spirit, be sanctified wholly, and love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, provided we begin by sayin^^ 
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" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" and are con- 
tent to fear God, and work righteousness. " The path 
of the just is as the shining light, which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day.'* There is first the 
dawn, then the rising of the sun, then the increasing 
light of the morning, and finally the glory and splen- 
dour of noon. Although you are not at present trees, 
" the planting of the Lord's right hand," and your re- 
ligion may rather resemble "a grain of mustard seed;" 
yet, if you will but plant and water it, such will be its 
growth that it will become covered with "all the fruits 
of righteousness." 

If you do but sincerely and honestly consent to the 
moral government of God, and begin truly to keep His 
commandments, this principle is sure to grow into a 
holy life and a happy eternity. As our faith and 
obedience strengthen, so will the blessedness with 
which it is inseparably connected. True religion is 
essentially a covenant between God and man; and 
when we obey His word. He is sure to bless us " with 
all spiritual blessings " in Christ Jesus. 

Obedience to the conmiandments of God does not 
bring any exemption from the trials and sorrows inci 
dent to human life ; but " we know that all thing 
work together for good to them that love God." Whe 
we have embarked with Christ, we are bound for tl 
shores of eternal blessedness ; and the waves ar 
storms of life do but hurry us forward to the hav< 
where we would be. None but the traveller to Pai 
disc can say, 

" The fiercer the blast, the sooner 'tis past ; 
The troubles that come. 
Shall come to our rescue, and hasten us home." 
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V. 

" I BESEECH you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of Gk)d,'* — ^by the incarnation and death of Christ, by 
the office and influences of the Holy Ghost, by the 
blessings of the Christian salvation, by the hopes of a 
better life, and by all the infinite grace of the Gospel, 
— Vthat ye present your bodies a living sacrifice." 
Let your persons, by an act of your own will, be dedi- 
cated to God, to be always employed in His service, 
and put to any work He may have for you to do. 
This, the apostle adds, is ^^ your reasonable service.^* 
A holy life is in accordance with the nature and truth 
of things, true practical philosophy, the dictate of 
justice, wisdom, and propriety. 

A reasonable principle lies at its foundation : faith 
in the existence and attributes of the Divine Being. 
When you see a large and stately building, at once 
strong and beautiful, ornamental and useful, you con- 
clude that it must have had an architect, and regard it 
as the undoubted production of some intelligent mind. 
Tou take up an interesting book, and are pleased with 
the excellence of the sentiments, and the beauty of 
the language ; and are naturally led to inquire about 
its author. It never enters your mind to suppose that 
it has been written without design, that it is merely 
tHe work of chance. Such an opinion you would re- 
gard as stupid and absurd. This great universe is a 
vast volume, full of wisdom and instruction ; and it 
must have had an Author. It is a mighty fabric; and 
its Builder must be such a Being as we conceive God 
to be. He must, for instance, be eternal ; for if there 
ever had been a period when nothing existed, there had 
been nothing still. Something must have existed from 
all eternity. That eternal Being must be intelligent, 
and powe:d[ul, and good ; for all these attributes are 
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impressed upon His works, and are there at this day, 
written in flaming characters, known and read of all 
men. That Being, too, appears to be but One; for the 
universe is one. All its parts, however numerous and 
diversified, constitute one vast but perfectly harmo- 
nious and united system of things. This conclusion 
is abundantly confirmed by the fact of a Divine revela- 
tion having been given to mankind. God, who made 
the world, spake unto the Jewish fathers by the pro- 
phets, and to us, in these last days, by Christ and His 
apostles. All these ambassadors have been duly ac- 
credited by "signs and wonders, and divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost." Persons who dislike 
religion, and are unwilling to submit to the restraints 
and duties of a holy life, may reject all this evidence, 
and call their opinions reason and philosophy; yet 
atheism, both speculative and practical, is an irrational 
thing. The Bible is a message from God ; this magni- 
ficent universe bears testimony to His eternal power 
and Godhead. To believe in His existence and attri- 
butes, and to frame our lives on that belief, is a 
"reasonable service." 

It is also a " reasonable" thing for the mind of man 
to return to the source from whence it came, and to 
go forth in search of that for which it was so evidently 
made. Our bodies must ultimately mingle again with 
that earth of which they were originally formed ; and 
it is true philosophy, and the highest reason, when our 
souls have learned to know their great and adorable 
Author, and flow back again to the fountain from 
whence they proceeded. It is also a rational act to 
bring together things which were evidently made for 
each other. It is plain that the eye was made for the 
light, and the light for the eye; and he would be 
altogether a foolish man who should resolve to keep 
his eyes perpetually closed, or to spend his life in 
darkness, and never come abroad to see the sun and 
enjoy ihQ day. The human soul was formed for its 



" YcuT Beasandble Servici.** 17 

Creator. Our light and glory and blessedness are all 
the result of communion with Him ; and separate 
from Him, we are poor and miserable and destitute 
and wretched. Never does the mind of man act a 
more reasonable part than when she opens her eye to 
admit the light of God, and spreads her leaves, like a 
flower, to receive the influences of His grace ; and is 
thereby made to live and bloom in immortal beauty 
and blessedness. 

Just as the planets revolve round the sim, as their 
common centre, so the soul of man was made to be 
enlightened with the glory of God, to feel His attrac- 
tions, and to move and shine to His praise. The great 
human apostacy was a dreadful moral convulsion, by 
which this intelligent planet was heaved from its orbit, 
and flew ofl^ into immeasurable space ; and had it been 
left to itself, it must have gone further and still further 
from Grod, until the wandering star was lost in " the 
blackness of darkness for ever.'* Our redemption by 
Christ, with all its wonderful provisions, was a great 
effort on the part of God to bring the wanderer back 
to Himself. By the dying love of Christ, and by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, He seeks to draw us again 
to our true and proper centre, — ^to refix us in our 
former orbit, that we may be imited to Him by love, 
filled with EUs light and blessedness, and shine to His 
honour and praise, as the stars in the firmament, for 
ever and ever. To resist this gracious attempt, to 
* resolve to go still further from Grod, and separate our- 
selves from Him, utterly and for ever, is an act of folly 
and insanity. But to return to Grod through Christ, 
to yield to the drawings of His Spirit, and to consent 
to be eternally happy in a state of endless conmiunion 
with Him, is a wise course of conduct, and a perfectly 
" reasonable service." 
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VI. 

" But as many as received Hifity to them gave He 
power to become the sons of GodP — ^John i. 12. 

Men seldom receive a thing unless they conceive it 
to be necessary. Such things are, indeed, often forced 
upon them ; but that is the deed of another, and not 
an act of their own. Jesus Christ does not impose 
Himself upon us on such a principle as this. His peo- 
ple are a willing people ; and their acceptance of Him 
is their own act and deed. But on this subject, as well 
as on every other, human nature is true to its own 
principles ; and men never accept Christ until they 
feel their need of His help. People do not receive a 
physician, as such, except when they feel themselves 
to be sick. He may be a first-rate man in his profes- 
sion, educated at the most famous universities, dis- 
tinguished frbm all his contemporaries by his superior 
attainments; his practice may be unparalleled, both 
in extent and success ; still, people will say, "HI 
receive the doctor, I must pay his fees, and take his 
medicines ; and as I am in perfect health, I will do 
neither the one nor the other." Nay, should that 
physician offer to prescribe without fees, and to give 
his medicines for nothing, as his services were not 
needed, they would, most likely, be respectfiQly de- 
clined. 

It is just on the same principle that men act in 
reference to Jesus Christ. His name is called Jesus, 
because His ofl&ce is to " save His people from their 
sins." He also delivers them from "the wrath to 
come." Those who feel they are sinners, and liable to 
the wrath to come, of course, feel they need a Saviour, 
and will therefore probably receive Him, when He is 
offered to them. But those who think that, upon the 
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whole, their charaoter is as good, and their condition 
as safe as it well can be, will feel no need of Him, and 
will therefore never think of receiving Him. He may 
be a very wise and extraordinary man ; He may be 
" over all, God blessed for ever;" He may be " able to 
save to the uttermost ;" He may " stand at the door, 
and knock," and oflfer to save them " without money, 
and without price f still, they know that if they 
receive Him as a Saviour, they must submit to His 
authority, must put themselves into His hands, must 
part with many things which they call profits and 
pleasures, must deny themselves, and take up their 
cross daily ; and as they imagine they have no need of 
His help, they meet His offer by saying, " I pray Thee 
have me excused." 

Yet every human being, by nature, is in the utmost 
danger. Did not the Redeemer die ? and did He not 
die as our Substitute and Surety 1 When a man pays 
a debt in behalf of another, he thereby declares that 
the sum demanded and paid was justly due, and that 
his friend who had contracted the debt must have paid 
it in person, had not his surety paid it for him. When 
our Saviour consented to suffer the penalty of the 
broken law. He thereby confessed the justice of its 
sentence, and acknowledged that we deserved to die, 
and that we must have died, in person, had not He 
died in our room and stead. Let no man deceive him- 
self. Without an act of penitential faith on our part, 
we cannot be saved by the death of Christ. It was 
not the Divine intention, in that mysterious transac- 
tion, that we should immediately be discharged from 
our liability to eternal death, without taking any 
farther trouble or concern, but "that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him might not perish." Those who have 
come to years of discretion, and who hear the Gospel 
in its purity, must make a believing application to 
Christ, or they have no part in Him, and are still 
liable to the curse of a violated law. 
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When Christ is truly received at all, it is with an 
iffdent and supreme affection. The most valuabla 
iMngs m the world, m the eyes of a perishing sinner, 
appear of little value in comparison with Him. When 
our Lord says, '^ K any man come to me, and hate not 
his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he 
cannot be my disciple,*' He only describes the feelings 
<^ all penitent believers, and the light in which He Is 
regarded by them. What can father, or mother, or 
wife, or child, or brother, or sister, do for a man who 
fieels that he is '^ condemned already," and that '' the 
wrath of God abideth upon himi" Many are the 
comforts and benefits he has received at their hands, 
in a thousand different ways. Their affection for 
him cannot be doubted. But now he is struggling 
and sinking in a sea of distress, and their arms can- 
not reach him. They may pity and weep ; but they 
cannot help. His own life is indeed valuable ; but in 
this case it can bring him no relief. It may be spent 
in acts of piety to God, and charity to man. It may 
be laid down, in the true spirit of martyrdom, in the 
cause of religion and truth. But, after all, without 
Christ, he must die, and go down to perdition. 

"These for sin cannot atone, 
Christ must save, and Christ alone." 

Is it any wonder that a man should feel a supreme 
regard for the Saviour who has helped him in such a 
terrible extremity as this) K it is natural to attach 
the greatest value to that from which we derive the 
greatest benefit, then he must think little of all 
earthly things, in comparison with his Saviour; and 
be ready, if called upon, to forsake them all, from a 
principle of love and gratitude to Him. 

Those who accept Christ are accepted by Him in 
return. This changes their entire character and con- 
dition, delivers them from condemnation, and admits 



On Receiving Chrui, 21 

them at onoe to all the delights and priyileges which 
belong to '^ the household of faith, and the family of 
Qod" And the change in their inward views and 
feelings corresponds with this change in their outward 
condition. Is not the heir-apparent to a throne made 
acquainted with his true position and prospects ? The 
very servants in the nursery will not fail to tell him ; 
and as he advances in life, the same thing will be 
pressed upon his attention in various ways. When 
placed under tutors, he will be reminded of the neces- 
sity of cultivating those habits, and acquiring those 
accomplishments, which are likely to enable him to 
fill and adorn his elevated situation. Are the children 
of God, then, to remain ignorant of the privileges to 
which they have been admitted, and of the crown and 
the kingdom which await them) They are directed 
to " walk worthy " of the vocation wherewith they 
are called ; but can they be reasonably expected to do 
this, if they know not that they have ever been called 
at all ) St. Paul says, " Bejoice in the Lord alway : 
and again I say. Rejoice ;" but how can they rejoice, if 
they are to be kept in ignorance of the great things 
€k>d has done for them? 

Tet scoffers and triflers sometimes ask how we can 
possibly know any thing on such a subject as this. 
" Have you," say they, "received your information by 
an audible voice from heaven ? or is it written in the 
Bible that you are the children of God)" Persons 
who ask such questions as these forget that there is 
a Holy Ghost. They may be very clever ; but they do 
not even profess to omderstand all the laws and mys- 
teries of the spiritual and invisible world. Mind can 
oommunicate with mind ; and the Creator can explain 
Himself to His creatures. An inspired apostle afi&rms 
it as a fact, (whether these people can understand it or 
not,) that "the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us," and that 
'^ the Spirit itself beareth witness with our &^\x\\> ^Cs^s)^ 
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we are the children of God." Christ proposes to settle 
this question in your minds in the way of personal 
experience. 

VII. 

Rom. iv. 25. 

This is only one among several names employed by 
the sacred writers to describe the same evangelical 
blessing. In some cases it is called pa/rdon, or forgive- 
ness. Here the blessed God is contemplated as an 
absolute sovereign, performing an act of authority. 
To pardon is the prerogative of royalty. It is the act 
of a king, who is placed above law, and has power to 
arrest its course, and to set aside its decisions. In this 
case, the death of Christ intervenes, in order to prevent 
the ill consequences which might otherwise arise from 
this exercise of the Divine prerogative. The fact of 
one sinner being forgiven might have encouraged others 
to rebel. But when it is seen that Christ has become 
the substitute of sinners, and in that character has 
been solemnly devoted to death by the appointment of 
the Father, it is seen that God is resolved to uphold 
the authority of His law, even at the very time when 
He remits its penalty. Though He shows His mercy, 
He gives such a display of His power and wrath as 
is sufl&cient to deter His creatures from taking liberties 
with His commands in time to come. He exercises 
His prerogative of mercy without, in the slightest 
degree, sapping the foundations of His authority; so 
that all the ends of the earth are constrained to fear 
before Him. 

This blessing is also called jitstijication, a term which 
represents the blessed God, not as a sovereign, acting 
above law, but as a judge, proceeding according to law. 
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The law has been broken by the sinner ; and he is 
therefore liable to the penalty of eternal death. But 
Christ has died in his stead. That death abundantly 
satisfies all the demands of the law. When, therefore, 
the sinner pleads that death in his own behalf, he is 
entitled, on principles of justice, to his acquittal. On 
this ground, he is justified. That is, the blessed God, 
in the character of a judge, declares him to be freed 
from all liability to punishment. 

In other places this blessing is called mercifulness 
and compassion to our sin. Our heavenly Father 
melts into tenderness at the sight of the returning 
prodigal, and receives him at once to His house and to 
His heart. But then our Father is holy a& well as 
merciful. He hates the sin quite as much as He pities 
the sinner. If He is incapable of rejecting the pro- 
digal. He is equally incapable of doing anything which 
would encourage His other children to imitate so bad 
an example. His entire household must be made to 
understand and to feel that it is " an evil and a bitter 
thing" to leave the house of such a Father, to go into 
a far country, and pursue a course of riotous living. 
These ends are accomplished by the sufferings and 
death of Christ. The Father has put into the hands 
of that well-beloved Son the cup of wrath and punish- 
ment which was due to our sin, and He drank it to 
the very dregs. The moral effect of all this is that 
our Father's justice and severity are made as con- 
spicuous as His mercy. All His children respect His 
authority, while they admire His compassion. While 
they rejoice because their prodigal brother was dead, 
and is alive again, was lost, and is found, the steadfast 
purpose of each and all is to serve their Father in 
future, and never at any time to transgress His 
commands. 

In other places this blessing is termed a blotting out 
of sin. Here the blessed God is represented under 
the notion of a creditor. The sinner, by what he has 
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done, and by what he has left undone, has beoomel 
a debtor, to an incredible amount. Of course, he is 
wholly insolvent ; for he can never make the slightest 
amends for what he has done. But Christ has died, 
and died for us. When the sinner pleads that death, 
by faith and prayer, it is placed to his account by the 

freat Creditor; and then the debt is paid, and the 
ebtor receives a discharge in full from all demands. 
When this is done, the entire record is blotted out, 
because it has become useless, and is consequently' 
forgotten for ever. 

VIII. 

The reconciliation which God intends to accomplish 
is meant to secure the future obedience and devotion 
df the pardoned sinner. He is not to be pardoned in 
the way that Absalom was, who was first allowed to 
come back to Jerusalem, and then, after a time, to see 
the king, and finally to recover all that he had lost ; 
but, at the same time, his pride and selfishness were 
not abated, in the slightest degree, and he instantly 
began to repay the kindness which had been shown 
him by stirring up disaffection ; and at the first oppor- 
;tunity placed himself at the head of a rebellion so 
formidable as to compel his aged father to leave his 
capital, and which was intended to drive him from 
his throne. But no such hollow and unsatisfactory 
reconciliation can possibly take place between God 
and His offending creatures. Every pardoned sinner 
must be thoroughly humbled and converted, must 
cease to do evil, and learn to do well 
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^^ Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within 
fM, bless His holy name. , . . Who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities. — Psa. ciii. i, 3. 

Sin is the transgression of the law ; for a law there 
must be, and a law there actually is. God cannot be 
a Creator without being the fountain of law ; nor can 
creatures exist, but as the subjects of law. In the 
language of the Holy Ghost, " There is one Lawgiver, 
who is able to save and to destroy." He possesses not 
only all power and authority, but all wisdom, all holi- 
ness, and all goodness ; and His law is an image of His 
own character, co-eyal with His existence, wide as the 
liniyerse, and permanent as eternity. 

To this law all the intelligent creatures of God are 
Subject. They may submit to it, or they may resist 
it ; but they cannot escape from it. Both the greatest 
iknd the least will either flourish under its blessing, or 
be consumed by its curse: That there is such a law, 
and that it is in vigorous and constant operation, is 
as certain as that there is a God in heaven, and men 
upon earth ; for it flows from His nature and attri- 
butes, and the relation subsisting between Him and 
His creatures, as necessarily as light from a flame, or 
breams from a fountain. 

Every law has its penalty; and the language of 
the Divine law is, "The soul that sinneth it shall 
die." An inspired writer affirms that " death," — that 
is^ the sentence of death, — '^hath passed upon all 
:bien, for that all have sinned," To execute a merely 
kuman law is often a slow and uncertain process 
After an oflence has been committed, weeks and 
ttkonths, and even years, sometimes elapse before the 
<^nder is convicted and punished. Nay, in manf 
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cases, he escapes the vigilance of the police, or gets 
beyond the reach of their power, and is never brought 
to justice at all. But nothing of this kind can happen 
in the administration of the Divine government. Grod is 
the executor of his own law, and will, with infallible 
certainty, "bring every work into judgment, with 
every secret thing." 

FUled with wonder and gratitude, David here ex- 
claims, " Bless the Lord, my soul : and all that is 
within me, bless His holy name. Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities." When the note of praise was once struck 
by the herald angel who announced the birth of Christ, 
it was taken up by thousands more of the heavenly 
host ; so this song of the Psalmist is taken up by a 
number which no man can number, both in the church 
militant on earth, and the church triumphant in 
heaven. Two considerations tend to produce and 
cherish these feelings of gratitude and praise, viz.: 
The prodigious difficulty by which the pardon of sin 
was procured, and the vast importance of the blessing 
itself. 

It may indeed be asked, " What difficulty can there 
be connected with the forgiveness of sin? As all 
power and authority centre in the Deity, surely, for 
Him to pardon the guilty is one of the easiest things 
in the world. It is but for Him to speak the word, 
and the work will be done." Probably aU the criminals 
in the land, now under sentence of death, think it an 
easy thing for the sovereign to exercise in their behalf 
the royal prerogative of mercy. They can all say, 
" The power of life and death is vested in the crown ; 
and it is but for the sovereign to order the instrument 
of pardon to be drawn up by a secretary, and then to 
affix to it the royal signature, and we are freed from 
all our present perils, and restored to our friends and 
all we hold dear." 

But that which to criminals appears so easy, to 
lawgivers, and judges, and sovereigns, and all entrusted 
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with the functions of government, has always appeared 
beset with difficulties, at once numerous and insur- 
mountable. When Daniel had incurred the sentence 
of death, by violating the law of the Modes and 
Persians, his friendly sovereign laboured hard to save 
his life ; but he was overpowered by circumstances ; 
his nobles had the best of the argument ; he was com- 
pelled by the force of reason to yield, and to order his 
faithful servant to be cast into the lions* den. Many 
other sovereigns have found themselves in a similar 
case, aiid have had to submit to a similar necessity. 
Had they been at liberty to follow the generous im- 
pulses of their own nature, they would at once have 
pardoned their guilty and condemned subjects ; but 
by the nature of their office, and by the duties they 
owed to their people at large, they were compelled to 
sign the death-warrant of those they were so wishful 
to pardon and save. 

All these difficulties are aggravated, a hundred and 
a thousand fold, when considered in connexion with 
the moral government of God. That the destruction 
of human souls is a thing altogether repugnant to the 
nature of their adorable Creator has been attested by 
Himself, and even confirmed with an oath ; but our 
eternal state has to be determined by principles which 
are paramount to all merely compassionate consider- 
ations, and which are as unchangeable as God Himself. 
J£ it be necessary to uphold the laws of man, it is 
infinitely more necessary to uphold the laws of God. 
That is essential to the well-being, not of a nation 
merely, but of the entire intelligent universe. By 
allowing that law to fall into contempt, Grod would 
deny and dishonour Himself, and inflict the deepest 
izyury upon the work of His own hands. 

Both the multitude and magnitude of the difficulties 
in the way of our pardon may be inferred from the 
wonderful, the unheard-of expedient, which was de- 
Tised for the purpose of surmounting them. " With- . 
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out controversy, great is the mystery of godliDess, 
Gk)d was manifest in the flesh," and He " gave Him- 
self a ransom for all." St. Paul affirms that Christ 
crucified is "the wisdom of Grod, and the power of 
God." By this expedient, insurmountable difficulties 
have been overcome, and impossibilities performed. 

The principle of atonement is inadmissible in the 
government of men. All that human magistrates are 
authorised to do, is, to punish the guilty, and to pro- 
tect the righteous ; but they have no power to accept 
the life of the innocent as the price of the guilty, or 
to allow one man to die in the stead of another. Such 
an arrangement, effected by men, would be a compli- 
cated iniquity, and an offence to Him who is " Lord of 
alL'' But the things impossible with men are possible 
with God. Our Lord Jesus Christ had power to lay 
down His life. It was properly His own, and He had 
a right to lay it down as the ransom price of our livesy 
forfeited by sin, by dying in our room and stead. 
The almighty Father had a right to consent to such 
an arrangement, to accept the offer of His Son, to 
allow Him to become our substitute, and to lay upon 
Him the iniquity of us all. This accordingly has 
actually been done. By this mysterious and most 
singula^, awful, profound, and glorious aimngement, 
God appears to be rigorously just, and His law is 
magnified, while yet its penalty is remitted, in favour 
<rf every penitent believer in Christ. 

The Lord has made a new thing in the earth. God 
has come out of His place to rescue the race of Adam. 
Moral government has been affected by miracle. 
Human redemption is not merely a miracle, but of all 
miracles the most glorious. It is this novelty which 
has filled the universe with surprise. This is the 
matter of angelic songs, the theme of jnrophets and 
apostles. " Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners." He has arrested the course of the laws <^ 
nature. He has oat off the connexion between seed- 
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time and harrest He has rolled back the tide. He 
lias stopped the whirlwind. He has bid the sun stand 
BtilL He has dgne more than all this ; for He has 
conquered death, and opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers. Whoever considers the death of 
Christ, and can say, "We have redemption in His 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins," will be constrained 
to cnr out, " Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable 
gift By ways and means which eye had not seen, 
nor ear heard, nor had entered into the heart of man. 
He forgiveth all our iniquities. 

Another consideration which deepens the same 
impression, and dictates the same language, is the 
greatness of the blessing itself. Whoever has had his 
sins forgiven must see that the benefit involved in this 
great act of mercy is " exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think." Other benefits, like the stars 
of heaven, appear to him vast and innumerable ; but 
the blessing of pardon appears like the sun " when he 
eoeth forth in his strength," and fills his heart with 
joght and gratitude and joy. We remember the case 
of the rich man and Lazarus, and the vast difference 
between them, as to their spiritual and eternal condi- 
tion. Tet their state was once and originally the 
same. Both were bom in sin, both were under 
condemnation ; but by the rich man pardon was neg- 
lected ; and as the sentence of the broken law was 
never remitted, by an act of sovereign grace, it was 
ordered to be carried into execution, " and in hell he 
lifted up his eyes." In the case of the poor beggar, 
pardon had been sought and obtained ; and the great 
design of love was completed, and he was " carried by 
angels into Abraham's bosom." Every pardoned sinner 
is a brand plucked out of the burning, a soul delivered 
from the wrath to come, carried over the *'great gulf" 
(which, after death, it is impossible to pass, and put 
into the way that leads to glory and honour and im- 
mortality. No wonder that the consideration of so 
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prodigious a benefit constrains him to cry out, " Bless 
the Lord, my soul : and all that is within me, 
bless His holy name/' 

X. 

Some years ago, a miserable creature, convicted of 
a capital offence, and about to receive sentence of 
death, fell upon her knees in open court, and in her 
wildness and agony addressing the Judge, said, "Oh, 
my Lord, is there no mercy?" His Lordship heard 
what she had to say, and then feelingly replied, " Un- 
happy woman, the law knows no mercy :" and its 
dreadftd sentence was accordingly pronounced. 

But the Judge of all the earth differs from all other 
judges, and the things impossible to them are possible 
to Him. He is a Sovereign as well as a Judge, and at 
once possesses infinite wisdom and supreme authority. 
Into His moral government He has admitted the prin- 
ciple of substitution. Christ has died in the sinner's 
stead. On the basis of that sacrifice, God can so 
administer the law as to maintain it in all its integrity, 
and at the same time to remit its penalty in the 
forgiveness of sin. 



Every workman is known by his work. The redemp- 
tion of the world is, emphatically, the work of Grod; 
and He has impressed His entire character upon the 
transaction. Had man been pardoned and taken to 
heaven without an atonement, this might have brought 
out some of the Divine perfections, but must have 
thrown others into the shade. Salvation on such a 
principle could not have displayed the vnsdom of its 
author. Simple pardons generally operate as pre- 
miums upon disobedience, and prove to be foolish 
and mischievous things. Such tenderness to one 
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^ol6Innly declared His acceptance of the life of Christ 
in exchange for ours. The eternal Father originally 
appointed Jesus to be our Substitute, and we are 
assured that, as an expiatory sacrifice for our sins, He 
was highly grateful and acceptable to God. In proof 
of this, He has delivered all men and all things into 
the hands of Christ, and has rendered Him the abso- 
lute liord both of the dead and of the living. 

Although justification be pardon, as to its essence, it 
is a pardon of a peculiar kind ; and, in some respects, 
differs from all the pardons with which we are already 
acquainted. A common pardon is an act above law ; 
tiliis is an act in st^ct accordance with law. A common 
pardon sets aside law ; but this pardon establishes the 
law, by vindicating its claims, and maintaining its 
authority. A common pardon is an act of mere 
power and prerogative; but this is also an act of 
essential wisdom and holiness and truth. The ground 
oi tiliis difference is because an evangelical pardon 
proceeds upon the principle of sacrifice : it is forgive- 
ness bestowed in consideration of an atonement. 

To seek for forgiveness, without reference to the 
death of Christ, is not to submit to the law, but to 
H9eek its repeal We may be pardoned according to 
law, but we must not seek forgiveness on a principle 
^hich is inconsistent with law; we must show our 
submission, while we evince a desire for mercy. 



Many a pardoned criminal has been obliged to ac- 
knowledge that mercy towards him has been a calamity 
to the community. Others have been emboldened to 
violate the law, because he had escaped its righteous 
penalty. The benefit obtained has been diminished in 
his estimation, when he considers the calamities it is 
likely to entail upon his fellow-men. 

But there is no such drawback upon the blessedness 
of a pardoned sinner. Hq is not merely forgiven, but 
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justified. In his case, the law has been — not set ^AidQ 
by a mere aot of authority, but magnified and made 
honourable by the expedient of an atonement. His 
pardon cannot encourage another to sin; and there- 
fore his happiness will entail no calamity upon other 
people. While he is made a monument of mercy, all 
are deterred from the commission of sin ; sinners ar^ 
urged to repentance and faith ; €k>d is glorified lA 
human salvation. There is no bitter in his cup, no 
sorrow in his joy, no abatexnent of his unbound^Cl 
satisfaction. 



XI. 

^'i^ajt^te is Ijsm^V 

^' He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiaUm 
for OMT sins*^ — i John iv. lo. 

Much of the Divine benevolence is to be seen in 
creation; and in the daily dispensations of Providence; 
but, as the creation is subjected to a curse, in conse- 
quence of the sin of man, and as Providence is con- 
cerned in the infliction of punishment, as well as in 
the distribution of favours, the Divine character, when 
viewed through them, appears involved in obscurity. 
It is true we see much of goodness in the shming 
of the sun, and the descent of fertilizing showers ; but 
we see much of wrath in the yawning earthquake, the 
raging storm, and the sweeping pestilence, by which 
innumerable thousands of human beings have been 
destroyed, and the scene of industry converted into 
a dreary and desolate wilderness. These facts have 
always confounded human sagacity, and prevented the 
wisest men from ascertaining, by any reasonings of 
their own from these premisses, what was the true 
character of God in relation to man. 
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But that " God is love," a Being of essential and 
infinite benevolence, is a truth which is now demon- 
strated by the redemption of the world. 

By this mysterious and amazing act Jesus Christ 
was constituted the legal substitute of the guilty and 
condemned race of Adam. Although the Father was 
united to the Son by an infinite endearment, and 
had contemplated Him with unmingled and unbounded 
delight from eternity ; yet He now determined to put 
Him in the place of sinning men, and to inflict upon 
Him the feaiful penalty which they had deserved. 
The " ohly-begotten Son" was made to stand at the 
head of a long line of criminals, all under sentence of 
death, and tp receive and drink that fearful cup of 
wrath which had been mingled for them. Our adorable 
Saviour freely consented to occupy this station, and to 
receive this treatment. The essence of His sufferings 
appears to have consisted in His legal subjection to 
the punishment due to sin, and its solemn infliction 
by the hands of the eternal Father. Other things 
were the mere attendants on His mortal agony ; but 
by this His whole soul was occupied and impressed. 
With bad men and wicked spirits He could easily 
contend; but to be treated as a sinner, and to be 
so treated by His own Father, constrained Him to cry 
out, " My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" 

St. John invites us to notice and admire the pro- 
digious love displayed in this unparalleled arrange- 
ment. That God did love us is certain : to say how 
much He loved us is impossible. What shall be said 
of the man who gives up his aU to benefit another 1 
We know the extent of his ability, but not of His 
love. God had but one — an only-begotten — Son, and 
in giving Him, He gave His alL The extent of His 
love it is impossible to ascertain. It not only comes 
up to the very top of all the banks and boundaries 
with which we are acquainted, but it overflows and 
covers them alL It ^'passeth knowledge." Hence 
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St. Paul speaks of "the exceeding riches of His grace." 
In Him there is indeed " grace," there are " riches of 
grace," there are "exceeding riches of grace;" but it 
far exceeds all that we can say, and all that we can 
imagine. St. Peter tells us that into the redeeming 
scheme " angels desire to look." Their intellects are 
more piercing than ours, and there are depths in this 
ocean, unknown to us, but clear to them ; yet they 
cannot fathom it. 

" God only knows the love of God." 

XII. 

" Our Gospel came not unto you in word only^ but 
also in power, and in the Holy Ghosts — i Thess. i. 5. 

Although the members of the Jewish Sanhedrim 
succeeded in effecting the death of Christ, and very 
likely persuaded themselves that when He was once 
out of the world they should hear no more of Him or 
His cause ; yet we soon after find these very men 
complaining that the apostles had " filled Jerusalem" 
with their doctrine. Christianity still lives. It has 
often fallen into the hands of some of the worst of 
men. More wicked men never existed than some who 
have occupied influential stations in the visible church. 
The Gospel has been persecuted by its enemies, and 
corrupted and betrayed by its professed friends. 
Philosophers and scholars, calling themselves Chris- 
tians, have laboured with all their might to explain 
away its vital principles. It has been employed as an 
instmment in ^compUshing the most criiJini designs. 
But it still lives, and works; and fulfils its great purpose 
of mercy to the souls of men. 

This is accounted for in these words of the apostle. 
In the counsels of the Eternal it was always arranged 
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that when Jesus Owrist should leave this world, He 
should be succeeded by Ood the Holy Ghost. That 
bmne Spirit was to take up the worft which He 
liad begun, and to carry out the ends <^ His life and 
death. This was distinctly intimated to the apostles, 
for the purpose of assuaging the grief they felt at the 
intended removal of their Master. White there aj?e 
three Persons in the Godhead, they are one in essence, 
one in will, and one in action. As the Holy Ghost 
was to come to ike churcii on earth, so He was to 
be sent by. the Father, at the express request of the 
Son. This great arrangement has been carried into 
full effect. The Holy Ghost has connected Himself 
with the people and woi^ of Christ, never to leave 
them again. Christianity is a system of truth and 
grace, fiUed and actuated by a living and omnipotent 
&^i. In the great and comprehensive blessingVfaich 
He bestows many particulars are included, two only 
of which we now notice. 

1. He enables men to understand the Scriptures. 
The Bible has been given to be read, expounded, and 
diligently considered. While this is done in a proper 
spirit and manner, the Holy Ghost opens our under- 
standing, that we may imderstand the Scriptures. Of 
these Divine writings we are, properly speaking, alto- 
gether ignorant until we discover the reality, necessity, 
and value of that salvation of which they so constantly 
speak. A man cannot be said to be thoroughly 
acquainted with a field, so long as he knows merely the 
qualities of its soil, and the amount of produce it is 
hkely to yield. In order to this, he must pene- 
trate beneath the surface, and ascertain what is to be 
found below. We are told the Gospel of Christ is like 
" treasure hid in a field." Like a field, the Bible has a 
richly variegated surface, covered with trees and 
flowers, and verdure and beauty ; but its real value 
consists in the precious ores which are buried in its 
depths. Here many are content to read and walk. 
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aiMl taste the fruits, and admire the prospect spread 
before them ; while they remain utterly ignorant of 
the riches that lie beneath their feet. But under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit we find the hid treasure. 
Far beneath this surface of flowers and verdure, we 
see pardon, and holiness, and eternal life. We are 
made to understand their prodigious value, and to 
form a deep and settled purpose that the Bible, and all 
its blessings, shall be ours. We must therefore always 
connect prayer with our reading and teaching of the 
Scriptures, and seek to secure the gracious direction 
and assistance of their Divine Author. 

2. The Holy Ghost also enables the true believer 
to ascertain that he is now in a state of favour and 
acceptance with God. All such persons are not only 
saved from punishment, but constituted the children 
of God. But how can a man ascertain an act which 
has taken place in the mind of God, and which, from 
the nature of the thing, can be known only to Him- 
self? How this is done, we cannot tell; but that it 
is done, we are expressly assured, on the. highest 
authority. Though not done by any audible voice, or 
verbal testimony, it is followed by similar effects. The 
believer is made to experience all that love to God, 
all that peace and joy, which would have been produced 
by a messenger sent from heaven to assure him of his 
adoption. 

Still, there are many sincere and thoughtful people 
who remain in darkness and doubt. In some cases, 
this state of mind arises from physical or mental 
disease, but more generally from a partial repentance, 
and a defective faith. Some sins have been given up, 
but others are still held fast ; and because we regard 
iniquity in our heart, the Lord will not show us His 
salvation. There may be a kind of faith in Christ, 
while we never exercise that faith which realizes an 
interest in His blood, and brings delWet^xia^ Sx<^\a.SXia 
guilt of sin. Jesus said to t\i^ ^^iHiarvXas^ ^orsasss^'k 
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" K thou knewest the gift of Gk)d, and who it is that 
saith unto thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have 
asked of Him, and He would have given thee living 
water;" and this inward blessedness many of us have 
not, because we ask not. While it is a fact that many 
professing Christians pass their days in gloom an^ 
uncertainty ; while it is a fact that this, in most cases, 
is entirely owing to lukewammess and unbelief; 
it is at the same time equally a fact that the Holy 
Ghost is connected with the Gospel, and that it is His 
office to bear witness to the spirit of the believer that 
he is a child of God. This witness, therefore,, may be 
attained and enjoyed by us, it may be received by faith, 
now; we may live in this light, and walk in this 
liberty, and exult in this blessedness. 

By the bestowment of this witness, the Holy Spirit 
meets the great necessity of the human soul, satisfies 
its cravings, and gives it an abiding enjoyment. Jesus 
said, when sitting by the well of Sychar, " Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again : but whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst ;" but it " shall be in him a well of water, 
sprmging up into everlasting life." Persons of aU ages 
and conditions find much in the world which is like 
cold water to a thirsty soul ; and at this fountain they 
drink deeply, and with delight. Yet the truth of the 
Redeemers words is sure to be realized in human 
experience. "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again." But when the love of Grod is shed 
abroad in our heart by the Holy Ghost, then we drink 
of the water Christ has to bestow, and thirst no more. 
When a believer has received the Holy Spirit in all 
His evangelical fulness, then he is enabled to do the 
will of God, as well as to suffer it ; and to live a holy 
life, as well as to die a martyr's death. All his moral 
needs are met ; and his language is, 

'' love, thou bottomless abyss ! 

My sins are swallowed up in thee." 
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There is much of disorder and misery prevalent in 
the world, and all owing to a defective morality. Go 
to our police courts, see the misery which prevails in 
many families, and all because their morals are bad. 
Bad morals have built our jails, and given rise to all 
the misery endured by the criminals confined in them. 
Bad morals have corrupted the principles of trade, 
occasioned all sorts of political abuses, covered man 
with dishonour, and filled the world with lamentation 
and mourning and woe. Christianity corrects men's 
morals by the diffusion of its own principles, and 
raises them to newness of life by giving them a new 
heart. How does the Gospel produce that pure and- 
sublime morality which is so beneficial to the world? 
All good principles and actions are called ^' the fruits 
of the Spirit." They spring from His presence and 
operations in the heart; just as the branches, the 
blossoms, and the fruits of a tree, all spring out of the 
root, when it is alive and buried in the earth. But 
how does the Spirit bring men to practise this pure and 
lofty morality ? It is done when He sheds the love of 
God abroad in the heart. The Holy Spirit becomes 
our Sanctifier by first acting as our Comforter. We 
are made holy by being first made happy. It is the 
office of the Spirit to comfort all that mourn, to heal 
the broken-hearted ; and the practical result is, that 
they become " trees of righteousness.^' In the first age 
of the church, believers walked " in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost;" and 
then they " were multiplied," for men saw their good 
works, and glorified their Father who is in heaven. 

XIII. 

Some sincere seekers of mercy complain that they 
cannot come to Christ for salvation, and find it im- 
possible to believe in His name. But difficulties whl<ifcL 
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mre very formidable in the dark are often easily sur- 
mounted in the light of day. A traveller in the night 
may find a wall or a river to cross his path, and fbel 
himself unable to proceed : but daylight may enable 
him to discover a door through the one, and a bridge 
over the other, so that he can pursue his journey 
without any difficulty. 

Our Lord said to His hearers, " Te shcUl know the 
tnUhy and the truth shall make you free^ There is a 
wonderful power in evangelical truth and knowledge 
to break the chains and remove the obstructions which 
hinder men from believing in Christ. At first it 
appeared utterly impossible to Naaman that a man so 
^L and wise L lilmself should submit to a ridicu- 
lous ceremony, and go and plunge seven times in the 
river Jordan, as the prophet directed. But when he 
heard the remonstrances of his servants, his passion 
subsided, he obtained correcter views, and then deemed 
it prudent to accept a cure of such a frightful malady 
on such easy terms. To the venerable apostle Peter 
rt appeared difficult, and indeed impossible, that he 
should openly confess his Master in the hall of the 
high priest ; but after the day of Pentecost his evan- 
gelical knowledge was greatly increased. He had 
become better acquainted with "the truth," and the 
truth had made him " free." What was impossible to 
ignorance was by light and knowledge rendered not 
merely easy, but unavoidable. When charged by the 
Sanhedrim not to teach or preach any more in the 
name of Jesus, he replied that avowing his Master was 
now with him become matter of imperative necessity ; 
" for," said he, " we cannot but speak the things we 
have seen and heard." 

All you want is to know more of Christ. 
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I. 

** ftm Seed is ito Word trf 0od." 

Luke viii. ii. 

Thb Protestant Reformation was undoubtedly the 
most remarkable and glorious revolution that has taken 
place since the introduction of Christianity. By this 
mighty morement of the human mind a prodigious 
mass of ignorance, of error, of oppression, and of misery, 
which had been collecting for ages, was thrown off; 
and a great public relief and easement has been experi- 
enced ever since. By means of the Eeformation, the 
once fashionable principle and the ancient practice of a 
formal persecution on account of matters purely relir 
gious have been exposed in all their wickedness, and 
httve sunk into disuse ; and the fires of Smithfield are 
likely to blaze no more. The principles of civil govern- 
ment are now far better understood, our political rights 
secured, and our liberties greatly enlarged. Industry 
has also been promoted, trade has been increased, and 
our general circumstances thereby greatly improved. 
Literature and philosophy have been cultivated, cor- 
rected, and , wonderfully extended. Best (^ all, there 
has been a glorious revival of pure religion. Humaii 
hearts have been renewed in love, multitudes have 
been turned from darkness to lights and, after a course 
of eminent holiness and usefulness, have died, fuU of 
peace and hope. It is true that a great deal of folly and 
of wickedness have, at different times, connected ^em- 
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selves with this great work of Gkxl. It has also expe- 
rienced many checks and drawbacks. But, upon the 
whole, there has been a steady march of improvement; 
and we are looking for the millennium, when "the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea." 

The Reformation was produced by the study of the 
Scriptures. The men who sighed over the frightful 
corruptions and abuses which at that time prevailed in 
the church of Christ, were driven to make their appeal 
to the Bible. Then they set themselves to carry out 
into practical effect the lessons and principles contained 
in that holy Book ; and this produced the Reformation. 
While, therefore, such a stream of blessings is rolling 
down to ourselves and to succeeding generations, let 
us not lose sight of that Divine source from whence 
they all proceed. We reap a golden and a glorious 
harvest, and that harvest will continue to be reaped 
when we are gathered to our fathers ; but it all springs 
from one seed, and " the seed is the Word of Grod." 
We cannot be too deeply impressed with a sense of the 
value of that Word, and of the benefits to be derived 
by those who humbly and entirely yield themselves 
to its guidance and government. 

The Sacred Scriptures proceed from Grod. They 
were at first spoken by Him to men ; and " as the 
heavens are high above the earth," so far all that (xod 
speaks is, in truth and importance, above all that has 
been or can be uttered by any of His creatures. Pro- 
phets, evangelists, and apostles were the Almighty's 
secretaries; and merely wrote down what had been 
first communicated to them by Him. At least this is 
the account which the sacred writers themselves give 
of the matter. And the character of the Holy Scrip- 
tures is in perfect accordance with this explanation of 
their origin. They contain an account of God, of His 
being. His nature, His attributes, His purposes, and 
His works, such as could only have been given by Him- 
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self. The apostles could not have invented the (rospel, 
had they attempted it. One of them has justly 
observed, " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love Him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit." Had not 
these truths been revealed, the apostles could never 
have known them at all ; for they are so supernatural 
and transcendent in their very We iZ, in any 
other way, the conception of them could never have 
entered into the humui mind. 

The religion which the Bible teaches must have pro- 
ceeded from God ; for it is the very worship and service 
of heaven. Its morality is so pure and sublime that 
it must have been derived from Him who is the source 
of all law, of all reason, and of all truth and goodness. 
The miracles wrought in defence of the Scriptures 
prove them to be the words of an almighty Being, 
who can do whatever He will ; and the fulfilment of 
the prophecies demonstrates that they were spoken by 
Him who sees the end from the beginning. 

All that happens to those who neglect the Scrip- 
tures, and to those who regard them, is a still further 
evidence of their Divine origin. Neglect of the Bible 
is the simple cause of all the wickedness around us 3 
but those who honestly and prayerfully submit them- 
selves to its teaching, prove, by its wonderful efficacy 
upon their own hearts, that it is the Word of Him 
who has all power over the spirits of His creatures. 
They have in themselves a blessed evidence that it 
came from God ; for it leads them to the knowledge of 
God in this world, and to the enjoyment of Him in the 
world to come. 

The power of God resides in the simple truths of 
the Gospel, and has nothing at all to do with human 
additions or improvements. All these only tend to 
embarrass the Word of God, to impair its efficiency, 
and to hinder its effects. That Word is here said to 
be a "seed." Now, every husbandman kxi^orsR^ *^^ 
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the vital principle of fruitfulness is inherent in the 
seed, and that the more naked and pure the state of 
that seed, when thrown into the earth, the more 
vigorously will that principle work, wid the more abun- 
dant will the harvest be. Accordingly, in preparing 
his seed, he proceeds to separate it from the straw 
by thrashing, and then from the ehaflf by winnowing ; 
and if he still find it mixed up with something else, 
he does not cast it into the ground until he has made 
it thoroughly cle€tn. 

Now, herein is one of the grand distinctions betwe^i 
Popery and Protestantism. Popery does not reject 
the Word of God ; it acknowledges the authority of the 
whole of the sacred canon ; but then it causes this to 
be mixed up with a variety of human devices. Meta- 
physical speculations ; fragments of Judaism and 
heathenism; ceremonies and traditions, without end4 
Some of these were invented by good men, and some 
by bad men : some by wilful sinners, and some by 
mistaken saints. Some of them are good ; some, indif- 
ferent ; and sbme, positively bad. Yet all these things 
are strangely mixed up with the Word of God, said to 
possess the same authority and obligation, and to be 
equally necessary to human salvation. 

But " the Bible, the Bible alone," is the religion of 
Protestants. AD merely human inventions, whatevOT 
show of wisdom they may possess, are like the chaff 
exposed to the winds and driven away. These, it is 
plain, can never produce spiritual and eternal salvation. 
That is not "(tf ourselves" at all; "it is the gift of 
God." These splendid additions are of no use, and we 
do not want them. The pure and simple Word of 
God alone is " the seed" sown in the hearts of mien^ 
and we trust entirely to that to produce a harvest of 
holiness and peace. All that is needed is " an honest 
heart." That Word only requires us to treat it 
honestly. When it is thus received, it is accompanied 
by the energy of the Holy Ghost. Salvation is the 
harvest ; and '^ the seed is the Word oi God." 
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Tv»Mtiixn and Faitb. 

*^Buf in vain they do worship me^ teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men" MsAX. xy. 9. 

Thii fault of these scribes and Pharisees was not in 
paying too much attention to the opinions of their 
elders, but too little to the Word of God. Many of 
their rabbins were wise and learned men, and their 
opinions were entitled to respect; but whatever the 
greatest men may say, no man is authorized to teach 
anything, as matter of doctrine, until he has, by earnest 
«nd prayerful meditation, satisfied himself that it 
bears the fitamp of a Diyine authority, and is an 
announcement c^ the Diyine mind and wilL 

The true difference between the spirit of tradition 
and the spint g( faith appears to be this: Gk^d has 
^en His Word to mankind. CSertain wise and learned 
men haye told us what ihej conceiye to be its meaning. 
The spirit of tradition is satisfied with their interpre- 
tation, and thinks no more about the matter. But 
ivhile the spirit of faith treats all men* with respect, it, 
at the same time, thinks and prays about the Word of 
€k>d, in order to a>scertain its true intent and meaning. 

In this spirit our Protestant Reformation had its 
origin. * Luther felt himself to be a sinner ; and the 
question oyer uppermost in his soul was, " What must 
I do to obtain peace and acceptance with €rod 1 " Very 
many wise and learned men told him to obserye certain 
earemonies, and to submit to certain bodily austerities. 
But Luther found a Bible in his monastery, and studied 
it thoroughly, with earnest prayer. In this way he 
learnt that a man is '' justified by faith." He belieyed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and rejoiced in the possession 
of forgiyeness and acceptance with God. That revival 
which we call Methodism proceeded, not from the spirit 
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of tradition, but from the spirit of faith. When John 
Wesley was so wishful to find the way to heaven, there 
were many learned men who constantly taught that 
justification, adoption, and regeneration were all in- 
cluded in baptism ; and that with the sacraments of 
the church we receive all we can need or desire. But 
John Wesley was " a man of one book." He despised 
no man's opinion; but he studied the Bible with prayer, 
by night and by day. The result was that he became 
convinced there was a work of God to be wrought in 
the soul of man. He sought and obtained a mani- 
fested pardon, and enjoyed a heaven begun below. 

But there are many among ourselves who bear 
the Protestant name without sharing in the blessed- 
ness enjoyed by the holy martyrs of the Reformation. 
Numbers attend the Wesleyan ministry who are stran- 
gers to the experience of the early Methodists. This 
is to be attributed to the unhappy prevalence of the 
spirit of tradition. One man believes according to the 
doctrine of the Church of England ; another prefers 
the teaching of the Wesleyans; but they have not 
seriously read the Bible with reference to personal 
salvation, nor ever set themselves, by meditation and 
prayer, to ascertain what is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning themselves. 

This is a very perilous and unsatisfactory condition ; 
for the spirit of tradition gives rise to the most 
dangerous delusions. These scribes and Pharisees 
read the Bible ; then their rabbins and learned men 
told them what it meant. They embraced these in- 
terpretations, and gave themselves no further trouble 
on the subject. Accordingly, we find them imposing 
on themselves by the grossest delusions. Think only, 
for instance, of the manner in which the Jewish 
doctors had interpreted the fifth commandment (Matt. 
XV. 5, 6). When God said, " Honour thy father and 
thy mother," He meant that a child, when able, should 
sustain and provide for his parents in sickness or des- 
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titution. According to the teaching of the Jewish 
doctors, if a child, even in a fit of anger, said to his 
parents, — " I have property, which you greatly need ; 
but I have dedicated it, and now it belongs to the 
temple," he thereby put it out of his power to relieve 
his father or his mother. So that in truth these 
doctors exercised an authority higher than that of the 
Almighty. In this way, by a shallow human trick, 
they thought to frustrate the purposes of Him who is 
infinitely wise and good. But all this is simply delu- 
sion. God's authority cannot be set aside by the 
artful contrivances of man. Doctors might say they 
were authorized to explain the Divine law; and the 
common people might plead the authority of their 
learned and religious guides ; but ^' though hand join 
in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished." Many 
dangerous and fatal delusions are likely to happen to 
ourselves, if we rest merely in what others say about 
religion. Each must study the subject for himself; 
and by earnest meditation and prayer continue to seek 
until he find the " pearl of great price." 

Everywhere, the Bible tells men that the human 
heart is "deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked." But the Pharisees were washing their hands, 
and neglecting their hearts; purifying cups and pots 
and vessels, and forgetting that a mighty engine of 
wickedness was constantly at work within them, more 
and more depraving their nature. Can there be a 
spectacle more pitiable than this % People can easily 
explain such passages away, and deprive them of their 
power to alarm; and many adopt these explanations, 
and think no more about the matter. But did men 
fix their attention on the Word of God, and meditate 
seriously upon its declarations, triflers would soon 
begin to pray. It may be that our scholarship is 
defective, that our memories are treacherous, and that 
we have but little time for searching the Scriptures ; 
but the great mistake is, that on the subject of religion 
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we content oursjelYes witb adopting the opinions and 
the language of other people. Did we but think oi 
the Bible as scholars think of literary subjects, an 
philosophers think of questions of science, and as 
tradesmen think of the ways and means of gaining 
money, its deep and hidden meaning would be un- 
f<dded to our view. 

This spirit of faith would cause hope to spring up 
in our souls. How came the early Methodists to 
expect the forgiveness of sins, and th« witness c^ the 
Spirit; and to pray until the love of God was shed 
abroad in their hearts ) By what means were they led 
to embrace the doctrine of entire sanctifioation, cmd, 
many of them, to pray and believe until the blessing 
was realized in their happy experience f All was the 
result of their examining the Scriptures, each man 
for himself. The more they read, and the more they 
thought, the more they were astonished at the truth 
pud grace which appeared in the Word of God. They 
became persuaded that what He had promised He was 
able and willing to perform ; and according to their 
fidth, it was done unto them. 

Men, in general, are content to understand the 
promises as other people understand them ; and in 
that way they are dismissed and forgotten. Hence 
they are heard to say, " Many excellent persons know 
nothing of this forgiveness, and of this new heart : 
and it would be presumption in me to expect what 
^h&y have never attained." But the spirit of faith 
would teadi them better things. The Bible is God's 
zziessage to you. Its contents are a matter between 
God and your souL In this case, you have nothing to 
do with other people, and they have nothing to do 
with you. It is your simple business to consider who 
it is that speaks, and what He has to say. When, in 
this way, you have done with " the commandments 
of men,'' and become wholly occupied with the " doc- 
trines" of God, you will soon find hope springing up 
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in your souls. You will say, "Here are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promises ; these are all 
yea and Amen in Christ Jesus. He that spared not 
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him also freely give us all these things V* 

III. 

Psa. cxix. 78. 

When, by the grace of God, we are made to under- 
stand and love the Bible, a change takes place in our 
affections. The man who is ignorant of the Bible 
thinks there is nothing greater than this world, and 
that, if he can obtain its riches and honours, he will 
have all that it is possible for him to gain. He is like 
the child who looks up to the top of the hill which 
bounds the little valley where stands the cottage in 
which he was bom, and who, having no idea of any- 
thing beyond, fancies that to be the utmost limit of 
the world, and that he has seen all that is beneath the 
sun. But when we are brought to understand the 
Bible, a new world is uncovered to our view, and this 
world is brought down to its proper place in the 
estimation of an immortal and accountable being. It 
is a mighty benefit which the Bible bestows in thus 
regulating the affections of the human mind, by with- 
drawing them from the creature, and fixing them upon 
the Creator. 

Our thoughts commonly follow our affections; and 
when we are taught to love and prize the matters 
contained in the Bible, we shall be led to think a great 
deal about them. The man who has discovered his titlo 
to a rich and valuable inheritance will hardly go away 
and think no more about the matter. Most probably 
he will meditate upon it by day, and even dream about 

E 
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it by night. If ever we get a sight of the "inheritance 
incorruptible and undefled,** which the Bible makes 
known, — if ever we see how certainly it belongs to us, 
and how easily we may make it our own, — ^this matter 
will take a powerful hold of our minds, and we shall 
think a great deal about it. It is said that Columbus 
discovered a " new world;" and was it possible for him 
to forget what he had donel Yet that new world, 
after all, was only half of the old one. If we have 
read our Bible, and not discovered what is more valu- 
able than the whole world, we have read it to no 
purpose. We must read it again. We never under- 
stand it until we find in it something which we cannot 
forget. 

It is a prodigious blessing to a young man when 
his attention is thus arrested by the Bible, and his 
thoughts habitually settle upon the matters it contains. 
This is a mighty instrument in promoting his own 
peace and happiness, and will produce effects which are 
agreeable to others as well as profitable to himself. 
" Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh." In all cases where the Bible is understood 
and loved and considered, it will become the subject 
of our conversation. Not that it will make us all 
preachers ; nor will if lead us to be always repeating 
texts of Scripture ; but it will banish aQ words of 
bitterness, falsehood, and impurity, and cause our 
speech to be " seasoned with salt," and calculated to 
" minister grace unto the hearers." Who can tell the 
vast importance of this ? If it be true that "for every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
in the day of judgment," then how many will have 
cause to regret the bad habits acquired in their youth. 
Besides, the conversation of all classes is not without 
its effect upon those of the same age and station. Bad 
language, among young people, operates like a moral 
pestilence. 

It is the "vain thoughts" which "lodge within" 
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them which render the general conduct of irreligious 
young people so improper. The Word of God is like 
the cruse of salt which the prophet cast into the 
waters of Jericho, and which made them sweet, and 
fit for use. When that Word becomes the subject of 
our meditation, the fountain of our thoughts is healed 
and purified ; and the stream of our words and actions 
is rendered acceptable to God, and profitable to men. 
Indeed, this habit has such a poweriul influence upon 
our general character and condition, that it is sure to 
end m eternal happiness. 



IV. 

If we suppose, as some seem to do, that the per- 
fection of man consists in the possession of certain 
worldly advantages, and in the full development of his 
bodily and intellectual powers, then, of course, we 
shall conclude that his one business is to preserve his 
health by suitable diet and exercise, to improve his 
mind by reading and study, and to increase his earthly 
advantages by pushing his fortune in the world. . To a 
person entertaining such views as these, the Bible will 
appear to be an almost useless book. But one who is 
persuaded that man's chief good is to glorify God, and 
enjoy Him for ever, — that he is an angel in infancy, 
and his nature will never be perfect until he is made 
as the angels, by being brought to know and love and 
serve God as they do, — ^has reason to say, "0 how 
love I Thy law ;" for the Bible is the instrument by 
which this great and glorious end is to be attained. 
He therefore studies its doctrines, walks by its rules, 
waits for the fulfilment of its promises, and in this 
manner looks to attain his perfect cou<&\\XDas^\K.<^'tL ^s^ 
bhss^ both in body and soul. 
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No doubt the Maker of the world could have given 
us a very perfect system of philosophy, had He deemed 
it right to do so. He could have told us all we wish 
to know about the heavens and the earth. He could 
have explained to us the very principles by which all 
created matter is held together and exists. He could 
have given us a complete theory of politics, and laid 
down the laws by which nations rise and fall, flourish 
and decay. But He has not done so. He has said 
little on such subjects, because there are others which 
it more especially concerns us to know. It chiefly 
concerns a sick and dying man to know how he is to 
get welL -A man in pain wishes to know what will 
give him ease. A traveller wishes, first of all, to know 
the right road. A fallen soul specially needs to know 
how it is to be saved. Immortal man wants to be 
taught how he may 



" glorify his (>od below. 

And find his way to heaven." 

It was to give us information on this subject that the 
Son of God came from heaven. In His communica- 
tions to man He confined His attention specially to 
this. He said little about philosophy, little about 
politics; it was all about salvation; and unless we 
suppose ourselves to be wiser than our Maker, we 
shall bend our attention principally to this one point, 
and " give all diligence to be found of Him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless." 



The great and capital miseries which afflict mankind 
are mo!ral in their nature. They were produced by a 
moral cause; and they only admit of a moral cure. 
It is true the human race is weighed down by an accu- 
mulated mass of outward and physical wretchedness. 
The world is fall of rags and famine, poverty and 
want, public wars and private strife, cruelty, neglect, 
and oppression. But although these are evils which 
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afifect the body, the root of the misohief is m the 
heart ; and it is to that part of our nature that the 
remedy must be applied. Men's outward circumstanoes 
are so bad chiefly because their hearts are so bad ; and 
their conduct is wrong because their spiritual state is 
■wrong. Were they brought to repentance, restored to 
the favour of €rod, and prevailed upon to love and obey 
Him, light would spring up in the midst of darkness, 
their sorrow would be turned into joy, and their very 
afi^ctions changed into blessings. No remedy but this 
will ever be effectual. Suffering humanity will never 
be effectually relieved by the extension of trade or the 
advance of commerce, by the promotion o% industry, 
by political revolutions, or by any other outward and 
physical application whatever; but by the power of 
God's Word, controlling, and subduing, and correcting 
the heart. When the heart is won over to God and 
holiness by the power of mingled light and love, then 
the case of man is reached, and his sad condition 
really and effectually relieved. 

The Word which is to effect this must be Divine : 
Not human speculation, but Divine revelation; -no^ 
the guesses and opinions of ignorant and erring 
mortals, but the authoritative, and living, and infallible 
Word of God. Not the discoveries of the philosophers, 
or the comments of the doctors, or the opinions of the 
Eabbins; but the simple Word of God. In this there is 
power, when it is perceived and apprehended by the 
mind, to render man intelligent, and holy, and happy, 
and all that he ought to be in this woiid, as well as to 
prepare him for a better. 

Who can estimate the worth of the Bible 1 Jt 
acquaints us with principles equally efficient to pre- 
serve the healthy from temptation, the sick from 
impatience, and the dying from despair. It teaches ua 
hpw to subdue our passions, to trami^l^ xt^ctol >^^ ^^^^si^ 
and to triumph over death. 
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Every dispensation of Providence, however calami- 
tous, provided it does but increase our attention to the 
Word of God, is sure to issue in our advantage. We 
may lose property, friends, health, — ^but if these losses 
drive us to the Bible, and compel us to think of it 
more, to believe it more, to live upon it more, we are 
sure to be gainers by our loss. 



V. 

^ Ye cannot serve God and mammonP 

To serve mammon is to desire and seek and trust 
in riches, honours, and pleasures, and such other things 
as earth can give. To serve God is to be habitually 
under the influence of a principle of religion. True 
piety, in all its stages, — from the tears and prayers of 
a penitent sinner, to the lofty fervours of a seraph, — is 
but different degrees of love to God. In the hearts of 
many professing Christians there is going on a fearful 
struggle and conflict between these two principles. 
But this can continue only for a time. 

Unless our love of the world be mortified and sub- 
dued, it will pursue a series of aggressions and en- 
croachments, until it has choked and destroyed every 
better and holy principle, and brought us to have our 
portion in this life. It is therefore obviously our 
wisdom and duty, by the use of all suitable means, 
to seek to expel it from our hearts, and to see that our 
love to God is increased and made perfect. Then comes 
the question, " How is this to be accomplished ?" 

There are three ways of gaining this end which 
have engaged the attention of mankind. The first is 
a human invention : the second has been suggested by 
a disembodied spirit : and the third is that which God 
EhnBelf has been pleased to appoint. 
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When we speak of a way devised by man, to cure 
himself of the love of the world, we refer especially to 
that system which embraces the hermitage and the 
convent, and which prevails so generally in the church 
of Eonie. According to this scheme, a rich man, in 
order to free himself from the love of the world, and 
become filled with the love of God, should give his 
property to the church, and make himself as poor as 
Lazarus. In this way, tens of thousands, both of men 
and women, have sought the attainment of a perfect 
love to God. Scripture and experience, however, unite 
hi assuring us that there is no power in a hermitage 
or a cloister to produce any such change in the temper 
and habits of a human mind. Men may love the 
world in the deepest poverty, and forget God in soli- 
tude, as well as in company. If ever a human soul is 
lifted from earth to heaven, it must be '^ in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." No . 
power but that which raised Christ from the dead ever 
did, or ever will, bring a. man to delight himself " in 
the Lord," and to set his affections " on things above." 

But there is a second way by which men have been 
directed to seek the attainment of this end. That was 
suggested by the departed spirit of the rich man, after 
he found himself in a place of torment, and "saw 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom." Baffled 
in his attempt to obtain help for himself, this unhappy 
man next turned his attention to the members of his 
family, and asked that Lazarus might be sent to warn 
his five brethren. So confident was he of the efficiency 
of this method of curing the carnality of the human 
heart, that when some objection was made to his 
proposal, he proceeded to urge and press its adoption. 
"Nay, father Abraham; but if one went unto them 
from the dead, they will repent." In making this 
request the man seems to have mistaken the cause 
both of his own perdition and of tk^ eoxL\X\i>QL^\ vkss^'s^'- 
tence oS hia surviving brethren. 'WaiaX. >iXi^i -aa^^^^ 
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was — ^not a messenger from the inTisible world, — ^but 
a Divine and gracious power, which should turn the 
stream and current of their thoughts and afifections 
hito another channel A worldly-minded man was not 
likely to be diverted from his purpose by the visit of 
a disembodied spirit. He would, perhaps, for a time 
fear and tremble ; then, doubt ; and finally, disbelieve. 
Such a communication would soon come to be treated 
as was the Gospel message, when people " made light 
of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, and anoti^er 
to his merchandise." An apparition might interrupt 
the flow of earthly affections for a time, just as the 
Jordan was divided by a miracle. But the stream 
soon returned to its course, filled up its ample bed, 
and overflowed its banks, as it had done before. 

But we have also Grods appointed method for turn- 
ing a human heart from the world, and fixing it upon 
Himself. When Abraham was requested to send 
Lazarus to warn impenitent sinners on earth, he said, 
"They have Moses and the prophets, let them hear 
them." When further told of the deep impression 
likely to be made by such a visit, he replied, " If they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the dead." 

There have been put into our hands the Old and 
New Testaments, — ^Moses and the prophets, Christ and 
the apostles, the law and the GrospeL In this inspired 
book is contained the history of " God manifest in the 
flesh." Here we are to read the story of Incarnate 
€rod ; and to behold His glory, " full of grace and 
truth." While we read, we are also directed to pray 
for the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know- 
ledge of Christ, that the eyes of our understanding 
may be enlightened. What effect is likely to be pro- 
duced upon us by this acquaintance with Christ, we 
may partly infer from what has been said respecting 
the apostles. So deeply were they affected by what 
they saw and heard in their Master, that, even in the 
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days of His humiliation, they " left all, and followed *' 
Him. One of them spoke the general and undoubted 
sentiments of his brethren, when he said, " Lord, why 
cannot I follow Thee now ? I will lay down my life 
for Thy sake/' Paul had believed in Christ crucified 
till he could say, " God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified to me, and I unto the world." 
Kiches, honour, and pleasure displayed their charms, 
and sought to gain his attention ; but he had no eyes 
to see, no ears to hear, no heart to feeL In all these 
things he was more than conqueror through Him that 
had loved him. Why did the first Christians live so 
holily, and die so triumphantly ? The "love of Christ" 
constrained them to live, not unto themselves, but 
unto Him who died for them and rose again. 

Make a right use of the Word of God, and you will 
be saved from the love of the world ; you will catch 
their spirit, and love God as they loved Him. 

VL 

In the judgment of the all-wise God, religion, per- 
Borud religion, experimental and practical religion, is, 
of all important things, the most important. In a^ 
the wonderful thin^ that He has done from the begin- 
i^ng of the world. His great end has been to preserve 
and extend personal religion. Apostles laboured to 
spread Christianity, and martyrs died in its defence ; 
and all for the sake of personal religion. 

Personal religion is a principle of inward and spiri- 
tual life, and, according to the Scriptures, consists in 
jxothing but love : love to God, and love to man. We 
have heard, indeed, of religious jealousies, and religious 
/controversies, and religious wars, and even religioi^s 
jjaurders ; but it is no uncommon thing for parties ^ 
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dispute about what they do not understand, and even 
to contend and fight for what they never did and never 
will enjoy. Religion is often hated and abused, as if it 
were the source of all the injustice and misery which 
are in the world. Still, the truth is, that " God is 
love ;" and true religion is to love Him, " because He 
first loved us," and to love all mankind for His sake. 
Our Lord says that "on these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. *' Religion is not 
only love in its principle, but in all its actions and 
manifestations. All the duties enjoined in the Bible 
emanate from this principle ; just as all the clusters of 
grapes on a vine are produced from one root, and 
therefore partake of the same nature. 

To persons who already possess the principle of true 
religion, and who wish to know how it is to be retained 
and increased, the apostle Peter says, "Wherefore, 
laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, 
desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby." If you wish to grow in grace, and to be 
made perfect in love to God and man, you must 
abstain from aU those mental acts and habits which 
are likely to feed and nourish the carnal mind ; and 
you must apply your minds to those studies that are 
likely to strengthen the new principle which has been 
implanted within you. " Malice " and " guile," and 
" hypocrisies, and envies, and evil speaking," are but 
so many forms of the carnal mind, and these are all 
fed and sustained by certain mistaken mental habits. 

What is it, for instance, which feeds the carnal mind 
in the form of " malice 1" Possibly you have received 
certain injuries at the hands of a fellow creature. 
Perhaps he has possessed himself of a portion of your 
property, or damaged your reputation, or wounded 
your feelings, by something he has said. These things 
you cannot forget; but think of them when alone, 
talk of them when in company, and perhaps dream of 
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them in your sleep, until you are as full of malice, 
almost, as Cain when he slew his brother. 

What is it which fosters the principle of all " guile" 
and " hypocrisies?'* Is it not the habit of thinking 
on all the poor, little, petty advantages which earth 
has to bestow ? Your mind dwells on them until you 
become inflamed with a desire to make them your own. 
It is commonly for the sake of these things that men 
are led to deceive and over-reach one another. 

How is the feeling of envy kept alive in the soul ? 
Is it not by allowing the mind to dwell upon the points 
of difference between ourselves and other people ? 
Possibly another has more power and honour than 
you possess. It may be that his furniture and equi- 
pages are all far better than your own. It may be 
that he is receiving the most flattering attentions, 
while you are overlooked and forgotten. So you think 
on these things, and become filled with envy and 
uneasiness. 

What is the true source of all that evil speaking 
which abounds in the church and in the world 1 "Out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." 
We have much to say of the faults of other people 
just because we think a great deal about them. 

If you wish the principle of love within you to 
thrive and grow, you must lay all these pursuits aside ; 
you must desist from all these habits of thought. 
When these things are dismissed and forgotten, malice, 
and guile, and envy, and evil-speaking, with all their 
kindred evils, will begin to fade, like a tree when it has 
no root, and is seen to wither away. 

Then, if you would have your love to God and man 
to increase and grow, you must allow your minds to 
fix and settle upon very different subjects, — subjects 
which are infinitely more deserving of your attention. 
You are to desire and feed upon "the sincere milk 
of the Word, that you may grow thereby " KSl "Oc^a 
revelations contained in the BiVAe ^^ c^<(!^i^s^\.^^ \*^ 
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nourish the principle of love to Grod and man ; just as 
milk tends to strengthen the new-bom babe. Mary 
sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His words. The Psalmist 
exclaims, " Oh ! how love I Thy law ; it is my medi- 
tation all the day.'' Religion is a principle of love; 
and the Bible is the history of the God of love, the 
development of that purpose of redeeming love whiob 
He had purposed in Himself before the foundation of 
the world, and an offer of all the blessings which flow 
from inj&nite and eternal love. This Word is the milk 
which nourishes the life of love, the fuel which feeds 
the fire of love, and the soil and atmosphere in whicji 
the plant of love is sure to thrive and grow. 

The measure of our love to God will always l^ 
proportioned to the apprehensions we have of His loi^e 
to us. By an humble and earnest study of the Bible 
our views will be enlarged until our hearts bum within 
us, and we love the Lord our God with all our heart. 
If you wish to be happy on earth, and to be prepared 
for heaven — here is the way, walk ye in it. To con- 
template God's love to us in Christ, and to love Hiin 
in return, will be the employment of glorified spiri^ 
for ever. 

Waste not another day in allowing your minds need- 
lessly to dwell upon the faults of other people, upon 
the good things, or upon the bad things, of which this 
world is fulL Turn your attention to that account of 
Himself which God has ^ven in His Word, and voa 
wiU soon become Med lith gratitude, honkity, Ll 
love. 
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VII. 

Tba TuawUet? attd bis ^ruid^. 

" 7%y statutes have been my songs in the house of my 
pilgrimaged — Psa. cadx. 54. 

Human life is a journey, and every man is a travel- 
ler. He travels from the cradle to the grave, through 
time into eternity. He is obliged to move on and on, 
until the shades of the evening settle about him, and, 
wearied and exhausted, he drops upon his dusty bed, 
and sleeps the sleep of death. In these words, the 
human traveller appears before us with a Bible in his 
hand, and pursuing his way amid all the wonders and 
glories of Divine revelation. When this is the case, 
file journey of life resembles the passing of the 
Israelites from Egypt to Canaan. That journey was 
inarked by signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. 
God was with His people ; and they proceeded under 
His special direction. His presence was their light, 
their glory, and their salvation. The Bible is the 
Divine Shekinah. From age to age, God is present 
with His written Word. AH those human travellers 
who embrace, and submit to, and study that Word, 
derive from it, during their journey through life, greater 
advantages than were enjoyed by the people of Israel, 
and are led to a better country. The writer of this 
psalm shared in all the difficulties and sorrows of the 
journey of life ; but it was his happiness to be acquain- 
ted with the statutes of God, and these shed such a 
light upon his path, and poured such consolation into 
his soul, and opened before him such a prospect, that 
he was filled with joy, and the very hills became vocal 
with their echo to his songs. On the road, and in the 
resting house, — ^whether travelling by day, or halting 
for the night, — ^he was still singing tlaa ^'^'^^^'^ ^1\S^ 
God. 
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Some persons tell us that the present world is alto- 
gether an unsatisfactory thing. In their estimation, it 
resembles — so far, at least, as the mind is concerned — 
a waste and desolate wilderness. "Here," say they, 
"is neither meat nor drink which can satisfy the 
cravings of an immortal mind ; nor even a place of 
refuge in which a delicate and sensitive spirit may hide 
herself from the pitiless peltings of the storm to which 
she is continually exposed." Many of these parties 
began life with very large expectations, none of which 
have been realized ; and after experiencing one disap- 
pointment after another, their spirits are utterly sunk 
and broken, and they are ready to say, respecting 
earthly things, " All is vanity and vexation of spirit," 
and pass their lives in murmuring and complaint. 
Some even lay violent hands upon themselves, and 
thereby insolently fling back to God the gifts they 
received at His hands. 

Men ought to recollect that this world was never in- 
tended by its Maker to be the substitute of Himself. 
It was meant to be inhabited by His friends and chil- 
dren; and while they were content to enjoy it in 
connexion with His favour and presence, they found it 
all that they could desire. But when man became an 
apostate and a sinner, when the creature chose to 
depart from the Creator, he then found that the world 
without God was the shadow without the substance, 
and became filled with disappointment and vexation of 
spirit. To guilty, fallen man, God has been pleased to 
give the blessing of His Word ; and by that Word He 
proposes to lead them back again to Himself, and thus 
restore them to that satisfaction and enjoyment which 
they cannot derive from any other source. 

When the Word of God is rightly used, it always 
brings the richest consolation. "I will never forget 
Thy precepts," exclaims the Psalmist ; " for with them 
Thou hast quickened me." As if he had said, — "I 
was in the condition of a perishing traveller, exhausted 
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with thirst and fatigue, and at the point of death. 
But as Hagar found a well in the wilderness, so I found 
Thy precepts; and having drunk at that life-giving 
fountain, I am revived, invigorated, and joyful; and 
ready again to pursue my journey." Although, by 
following the pillar of fire, the Israelites were led into 
the midst of a wilderness, even there they found an 
abundance of comfort. Do you tell us the world has 
proved a barren waste to you, in which you have found 
no manna from heaven, no stream of water from the 
smitten rock, none of the dehghtful proofs of the 
presence and blessing of God 1 Probably the reason 
has been that you have not pursued the proper route. 
You have moved on ; but the cloud has not gone be- 
fore you ; no pillar of fire has marked out your path. 
The Bible has been neglected or forgotten. Instead of 
allowing God to guide you by His counsel, you have 
followed the varying planet of human reason, or have 
run after the dancing meteor of public opinion ; and 
they have led you far from happiness and from God. 
These have drawn you from the fountain of living 
waters, and conducted you into the land of cisterns; 
but they are broken cisterns, and can hold no water. 
There is a voice behind you which says, " This is the 
way : walk ye in it." From this hour take the Bible 
for your guide; follow the blazing light of revealed 
truth ; and in a very little time your complaints about 
the emptiness of the world will be heard no more. 

Another matter of frequent complaint is the gloom 
that rests upon all that is future. Some of us have 
travelled until we can now see but very little indeed 
before us ; and that little awakens feelings only of a 
melancholy kind. At our entrance on the journey of 
life, the prospect appeared clear and boundless and 
beautiful, beyond expression. One eminence seemed 
to rise beyond and above another, full of trees and 
flowers and birds and beasts, and the fruits qai^ ^<3t\&:^ 
of paradise itself. We then were e«i%et \.o ^^^^5i^^> 
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and ready to run ourselves out of breath, in order that 
we might attain the heights and possess the situations 
which presented themselves before us. It is now long 
since some of us reached the greatest elevation we are 
likely to attain on earth. We have already been as 
high as worldly views and principles can raise us. 
Since then, we have been going down the hill. Some 
of us have gone down so far that our prospect has be- 
come very limited and gloomy indeed. We can see 
nothing but a few leafless trees, fading flowers, and 
tottering walls ; and the narrow house appointed for 
all living. In order to obtain a little comfort, we are 
obliged to look at the past, to think of the past, to 
talk of the past ; for if we look forward, we can see 
nothing but the growing infirmities of age, and the 
grave which yawns at our feet. This is indeed a 
melancholy close of the long and wearisome journey of 
life. Merely human principles and pursuits can have 
no other result. 

But if we take the Bible for our guide, and follow 
the flaming pillar of revealed truth, it wiU finally 
place us in a very different situation. It may, indeed, 
for a time lead us through a deep valley, and along a 
narrow path ; but in the end it will bring us to the top 
of a loftier mountain than Nebo, — it will place us on 
an eminence higher than Pisgah. That was the 
favoured spot from which Moses was permitted to see 
the promised land. He surveyed it in its length and 
breadth, and marked its fertility and beauty ; but was 
told that he must not go over and possess it. The 
Gospel will shew us a far better country than that : 
the pure abode of angels and God j a land where war 
and strife are unknown, where tears are wiped away, 
and which we shall shortly visit and possess for ever. 
True, it does not tell us when we are to go there, nor 
exactly how we are to go. At present, Jordan rolls 
between us and that better land ; and how we are to 
get over, the Bible does not say. "BvjA. \t t^Ua ua that 
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a number which no man can number have got over. 
All we have to do is to go forward, in obedience to the 
Divine command, and God will prepare a way before 
us. We too shall pass safely over ; and sing of salva- 
tion for ever and ever. 

VIII. 

CoNSOiBNOE is that master faculty in our nature 
which some have termed "the moral sense,'' and which 
the apostle Paul calls "judgment" (Phil. i. 9). It 
is by this that we distinguish between good and evil, 
right and wrong. By this we try things that diflfer, 
approve those that are excellent, and reject those of a 
contrary character. 

The Gospel restores the human conscience to a sound 
and efficient state. It does this by the ahuncUmce a/nd 
glory of its revelations. 

The vast and important additions which Christianity 
makes to the knowledge of man is strikingly exem- 
plified in the history and experience of St. Paul. He 
had received the best education which his age and 
country could afford. He was instructed in the human 
philosophy of the Gentiles, and in the sacred learning 
of the Jews ; and that by the most competent masters 
who could be obtained. Such was the energy of his 
character, and the grasp of his intellect, that he made 
the very best use of these advantages ; and his mind 
became trained and accomplished in an eminent degree. 
Yet, even to such a mind as this, did the Gospel open 
a completely new moral world. When met by Christ 
on the road to Damascus, he was surprized by the dis- 
covery of facts and principles to him perfectly new, 
and yet glorious and important, beyond all utterance 
and conception. For the first time, Via ^^^ ^^ *<Osist^ 
had been an incarnation o£ Deit^ m >i)a^ ^^T^^^ra. ^*v 
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Christ, and an atonement made for sin by His death ; 
and he perceived the bearing of these splendid facts 
upon the character of God, and upon the condition of 
man. This great discovery threw all his former attain- 
ments into the shade. These new views effected a 
revolution in his character, gave a new direction to the 
energies of his mighty mind, and led him to live and 
act in a totally different manner. From that hour, 
to know Christ himself, and to make Him known to 
others, became the one end and business of his life. 

All the knowledge which the Gospel imparts to us 
is directly practical in its tendency. It is essentially 
a rule of duty. By it we are taught what to do, and 
what to leave undone. This is a rule of duty far 
superior to that which was found among the heathen. 
It is far more clear and perfect than that which was 
enjoyed by the Jews themselves. The darkness of 
heathenism, and the twilight of Judaism, have been 
followed by the light of an evangelical day. With 
such a light as this, it is expected that we shall distin- 
guish between things that differ, however much they 
may be alike ; that we shaU not confound good and 
evil, right and wrong, as many who have gone before 
us have done. 

The Gospel corrects the disorders of the human 
conscience not only by the knowledge it imparts, but 
also by the feelings it awakens, and the habits it forms. 
When St. Paul prays that the love of the Philippians 
might " abound yet more and more," it is plain that 
the feeling of love had been already awakened in their 
hearts. This had been done by the bestowment of 
blessings 3 for Christian love is essentially a principle 
of gratitude, and is produced by benefits received. 
The blessing of pardon tends more than any other to 
produce this feeling, being of such magnitude in itself, 
and the fruit of the atoning death of Christ. Nor is 
this all. By bestowing blessing upon blessing, Grod 
will add fuel to the flame of our love, and thereby 
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cause it to bum and blaze out with an intensity and a 
glory it is impossible to describe. 

When the light of God shines upon a man's path, 
and the love of God glows in his heart, he will be dis- 
posed to make a right use of the rule of duty that has 
been put into his hands. It will become the habit of 
his mind to place his thoughts and words and works 
in the light of God's Word. Whatever he is about to 
do, his first question will be concerning its moral 
character : — ^not. Is it profitable, or honourable ? but, 
Is it right, or lorong ? Will it please God, or displease 
Him ? Such a habit cannot fail to have the most salu- 
tary efiect upon the conscience itself. It will be 
strengthened by exercise. Constant use will con- 
stantly render it more acute and powerful Just as 
the eye of a seaman, trained by long and daily practice, 
can discern things in the distance, which, to a mere 
landsman, are altogether invisible, — ^and as the ear 
and the touch of blind people are rendered more deli- 
cate and perfect by constant employment, — so the 
daily habits of a true Christian render him more and 
more acute in detecting sin under all the forms it is 
capable of assmning. Such a mind puts all things to 
the proof. It separates between right and wrong, as 
fire separates between the silver and the dross. Nay, 
such persons not only discern between good and evU, 
but distinguish the different degrees of excellence which 
belong to things that are all good. While they reject 
the evil, and choose the good, they especially pursue 
those things which are the best in themselves, and the 
most acceptable to God. 

The fruit of all such mental habits and Christian 
training wiU appear in the outward behaviour. Fur- 
nished with a perfect rule of duty, endued with a 
disposition to use it, and with a constantly increasing 
ability to use it aright, it may reasonably be expected 
that the practical result will be that — ^mainly wa<i^xi3si- 
stantially, at least, — we shall bo " amcet^ ^kcA^>^^'^ 
ofTenoe'' till the day of Christ. 
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Great things have been done for you, Christians; 
and great things are expected from yon. You are 
builders, furnished by your Master with the rule and 
plummet, and all other necessary means, for the pur- 
pose of testing your work. You love your Master, and 
desire to please Him by doing your work aright ; and 
that will lead you to apply the rule to your workman- 
ship as you proceed. Being thus prepared, is it not 
reasonable to expect that, though you build for 
eternity, you will make no capital mistake; but that, 
at the last, when the Lord God shall stand upon your 
work with the plummet in His hands. He wfll find it 
all square and right and true ? 

You are mariners, engaged in performing the voyage 
of life ; but you are furnished with chart and compass, 
and every thing that is necessary to enable you to 
shape your course aright. If you love your Master, 
and desire to secure His favour, you will not neglect 
these instruments, but use them continually ; and the 
more they are used, the more able you will be to use 
them aright. What then may be expected, as the 
probable practical result? May we not reasonably 
hope that you will neither fall upon the rocks on the 
right hand, nor the shallows on the left 5 but that you 
will direct your way through them all with unerring 
certainty ? Surely you will not find yourselves many 
leagues wide of the port at last. You will hit it 
exactly ; and have " an entrance ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

IX. 

An attention to the Word of God is very profitable 
to all those who feel their need of the Divine protec- 
tjon. For the Bible has all the authority of law. It 
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is the declared will of the great Governor of the world. 
But the autJiority of law is always connected with the 
protection of law. The right to command involves an 
obligation to defend. Submission and allegiance to 
government give us a right to the security it was 
designed to afford. Every sinner is an outlaw. 
Having renounced the Divine authority, he has placed 
himself without the pale of the Divine protection. 
Now that he has resolved to be his own master, he 
must also be his own keeper. The poor creature is 
exposed to all the perils of this life, and is about to 
pass out of time into eternity ; but he is entitled to no 
succour from above. 

As God has commanded us to keep His precepts 
diligently, so He is well able to afford us the most 
ample security. Submit to His rule, and you imme- 
diately place yourselves under His special protection. 
Study His Word, resign yourself to its guidance, and 
you will soon feel that the Eternal God is your refuge, 
and un4emeath you are the everlasting arms. When 
you have so learned His judgments as to embrace and 
submit to them, you will find yourself placed in the 
most elevated and happy condition : for there are no 
people so happy as those who are the objects of the 
special care of our Father which is in heaven. " The 
Lord is my Shepherd ; I shall not want." 
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I. 
^^Wbatsxxw^t^ W^ saitb utrto ^txu^ da it/^ 

John ii. 5. 

If Jesus Christ is with us at all, it must be in the 
character of Master, If we would have the comfort 
and blessedness connected with His favour and pre- 
sence, we must feel that we are His servants, and act 
accordingly. He is, indeed, our Brother and our 
Friend ; but still He is our Ruler and our King ; and 
although His kindness and condescension are un- 
bounded. He will tolerate nothing which is inconsistent 
with the profoundest reverence, and the most entire 
obedience. We must acquiesce in aU His arrange- 
ments, both of Providence and grace. Nothing 
contrary to this will be allowed, even in His most 
intimate, and beloved, and highly favoured friends. 
The reason of this is. His plans are perfect : they are 
all laid in absolute wisdom, and therefore cannot be 
improved. If we would have His presence, and 
blessing, and smile, there must be nothing in us, or 
about us, which implies a doubt of His wisdom, or of 
His goodness : nothing which indicates a conceit that 
we could order better for ourselves than He orders for 
us. We must learn to say, " He hath done all things 
well." Saviour, " not my will, but Thine be done !" 

But if we would secure the presence and blessing 

of Jesus we must also render an active submission to 

^j's will His mother knew that if, on this occasion. 
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the people of Cana would have the full benefit of His 
presence, they must observe His directions. Hence 
she charged them, " Whatsoever He saith unto you, do 
it.'* This advice is always seasonable and necessary. 
If He calls you to come out from among the wicked, 
and be separate — do it. If He requires you to " eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup," — do it. If He 
charges you not to forsake the assembling of yourselves 
together, — do it. If He commands you to be holy in 
your general conduct in the world, — do it. While you 
do His will, you make sure of His presence ; you bind 
Him to the fulfilment of His promise, " I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee." Teach them, said the 
Saviour, "to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you : and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world." 

II. 

^^But the men marvelled^ saying. What manner of 
man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him /'* 
— Matt. viii. 27. 

These words were spoken by the disciples of Christ, 
and express the impression made upon their minds by 
some very extraordinary circumstances. They had 
been overtaken by a storm on the Sea of Galilee, had 
felt themselves in great danger, and had seen the 
winds and the waves hushed by the word of their 
Master. If we turn our thoughts from them to our- 
selves, to our own circumstances, and the solenm 
prospects opening before us, their words suggest some 
very useful considerations. 

Each one of us has his own personal history, made 
up of a great variety of events, happening in immed\a.tA 
connection with himself, and iT:A>i^xicivcL'^\iv^ Ock»s.^vRXKt^ 
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and tending to fix his present and eternal condition. 
These events of our lives bear a character of necessity, 
of variety, and of solemnity. Some of them are indeed 
subject to the decisions of the will; but others are 
altogether beyond our control. Whether we are to 
live or not, where and when we are to be bom, and 
what is to be our condition in the world, are matters 
which are determined for us. Nor are we consulted as 
to whether or not we shall sicken and die. A power 
which we are unable to resist has decreed that dust we 
are and unto dust shall we return ; and that, after 
death, we shall be treated according to our moral 
character, and whatsoever we " sow," that shall we 
also "reap.*' These are things which cannot be 
avoided, and which come upon us all. 

There is also a great variety in those events which 
constitute the history of a human being. Men differ 
from each other, and time causes every man to differ 
from his former self. Death is a mighty change : we 
experience a wonderful revolution in passing from the 
embodied to the disembodied state. Yet this per- 
petual change and endless variety do not deprive the 
events of life of a character of the deepest solemmty. 
Our course on earth is a continual progress to eternity. 
The water which issues from the fountain, forming the 
head of some mighty river, no sooner begins to flow 
than it is on its way to the sea. It may have hundreds 
of miles to travel through, and varied districts of 
country to pass, and may be subject to many turnings 
and windings in its course ; but it will reach the ocean, 
and be lost in its length and breadth. Every event in 
life is a step in advance towards the great end of all 
earthly things. 

Even what is agreeable and joyous, by this circum- 
stance, becomes invested with solemnity, and awakens 
the most serious thoughts and feelings. 

" Whate'er we do, where'er we be, 
We're travelling to the gra.\©.' 
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Whether rejoicing, or weeping ; attending a marriage, 
or a funeral; abounding in wealth, or pining in poverty; 
we are constantly advancing nearer to that tribunal 
where " God will bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing." Such circumstances as these 
give a character of grandeur and solemnity to our con- 
dition, which often causes the stout-hearted to tremble, 
and compels the devout to fall upon their knees, and 
cry to God to prepare them to finish their course with 
joy, and to stand before the Son of man. 

But ** what manner of man is this, that even the 
winds and the sea obey him !" These words of the 
disciples suggest that Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, is 
able to control all the events of human life, and con- 
duct them to a safe and happy conclusion. None, 
however, can do this but the Lord Jesus Christ ; for 
" neither is there salvation in any other." When the 
disciples became alarmed, and awoke their Master, they 
were reproved because they had overlooked His grace 
and presence, and not because they had false or exag- 
gerated views of their danger. Most likely, had not 
Jesus arisen, and turned the storm into a calm, the 
boat would have foundered, and they would have 
been lost. Every man is a sinner, and unless he is 
taken under the protection of Christ, he must perish. 
Health and prosperity will only tend to intoxicate his 
spirit, and complete his ruin; trouble and calamity 
will harden his heart, and plunge him into that sorrow 
of the world which worketh death. But the pardoned 
sinner is placed under a gracious and almighty protec- 
tion. Jesus tells us that the Father has given Him 
power over all flesh, in order that He may give eternal 
life to His believing people. Jesus is more to His 
people than is a skilftil captain to his ship ; " for He 
commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey 
Him." However high the winds may blow, and the 
billows rise. He takes advantage of every bl^a^, ^1 ^^r^ 
current^ and of every wave •, and 't^ViVV^ \)afe x^^^cc^:^ ^feR»« 
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threatens to swallow them up, it urges them onward 
in a right direction, and brings them in safety to the 
haven where they would be. 

In order that we may thus enjoy the protection of 
Christ, there must be on our part an act of personal 
surrender and submission to His control. This will 
bring us under the operation of His power, and give 
us to see His great salvation. The disciples were 
simply called to follow Christ ; and by an act of their 
own, " they left all, and followed Him." They followed 
Him in the sense of imitating His conduct, while they 
obeyed His commands. On this occasion, Jesus first 
entered the ship, and the disciples followed Him, and 
became the companions of His voyage. Ever after- 
wards, they felt that He had left them an example, and 
that by efforts of their own they were bound to tread 
in His steps. At the same time, Jesus assured them 
that He was always with them, that they should sur- 
vive their troubles, and, finally, share in His glory. 
From the hour when Paul made his memorable sur- 
render to Christ, it became the one business of his life 
to finish the work given him to do. Nor was he un- 
mindful of his Master, considered as his example ; for 
it was his constant aim to be conformed to the Son of 
Grod. That he felt himself to be under the Saviour's 
protecjiion, and all the events of his life under His 
Divine control, is evident from the language he em- 
ployed on all occasions, from the commencement to the 
close of his Christian pilgrimage. 

Many persons fully purpose to become the disciples 
of Christ, but think there are certain other matters 
which first demand their attention. Some change 
must be made, some work done, or some diiO&culty 
removed, — something or other must be attended to, in 
the first place, — and afterwards, they will bow to Christ, 
and seek His salvation. To the man who, before be- 
coming a disciple, requested permission to go and bury 
hia father, Jesus said, " Follow me, and let the dead 
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bury their dead." He was first of all to place himself 
at the disposal of Christ ; and leave the funeral of his 
father to the care of his Master. He would see that 
the remains were decently interred, either by his son, 
or by the hands of other people. You may be full of 
good purposes ; but you are never likely to bo saVed 
until you not only seek the kingdom of God, but seek 
it " first," and begin to attend to your salvation before 
every other business, however urgent, — every pleasure, 
however rich, — and every advantage, however great. 
Whenever you prefer your salvation to all other things, 
fall at the feet of Jesus, and submit to be saved now, 
you will be at once taken under His protection. He 
will begin to work in you, and for you ; and whatever 
may befal you in future, you shall proceed from glory 
to glory, 

"Till in heaven you take vourplace ; 
Till you cast your crown before Him, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.'' 

in. 
S^paitation: fjtom tba World, 

" Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord,^ — 2 Cor. vi. 17. 

This precept marks out the conduct which ought to 
be pursued by the genuine disciples of Christ towards 
those who are actuated by an opposite spirit, and live 
in an opposite manner. It is lawful, because un< 
avoidable, to mix with such people, in order to the 
performance of the duties of life. To take leave of 
society, and retire into a desert, is utterly contrary to 
the designs of Christianity. We are to stay among our 
fellow-men ; to bear all our burdens, and perform all 
our duties, as members of civil society ; even though 
our souls, like that of righteous Lot, should be vexed 
from day to day, in witnessing tVieii utA^^Inj^ \<^^\^, 
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Our blessed Saviour came to be called the " Friend 
of publicans and sinners,*' on account of His mixing so 
frequently and conversing so freely with them ; and 
since He left us an example, that we should foUow His 
steps, our separation from the world is not to be like 
tfiat of the Jewish Pharisees, which originated in pride, 
and led to conduct at once hateful and criminal. 
Instead of endeavouring, by repeated acts of kindness, 
to bring back these wanderers to the paths of rectitude 
and peace, they said to them, with haughty contempt, 
"Stand by : for we are holier than you." This language 
hardened the persons to whom it was addressed, and 
brought down the Divine displeasure upon the men 
who employed it (Isa. Ixv. 5). We are not to treat the 
most ignorant and abandoned of our species with such 
supercilious neglect as this. We must entertain 
towards them "bowels of mercies;" we must be un- 
wearied in our attempts to do them good ; we must 
mingle with them, as our Redeemer did ; but still we 
must take care that we are actuated by the same 
motives of charity, and that our intercourse with them 
is directed to the same benevolent purpose, and carried 
on in the same pure and heavenly manner. The great 
question for us to consider is, how far our conduct is 
likely to lead to their conversion. 

David says, " / will not know a wicked person; he 
that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me. He 
that worketh deceit shall not dwell mthin my hoiise : he 
that telleth lies shall not ta/rry in my sight^^ He would 
not, when it could be avoided, admit a wicked person 
into his family, or suffer one to remain there, when his 
true character was discovered. And if wicked persons 
are not to be admitted into our families, evian as 
servants, neither are they to be admitted under a more 
intimate and endearing relation. Not, for instance, as 
partners in business, nor in the character of husband or 
wife. These are not the dreams of aa enthusiast ; they 
are not merely the Rules of our Socifety •, they are the 
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decisions of the Bible, and he that despiseth them, 
"despiseth not man, but God." It is true these 
maxims have been despised ; but the results show how 
awful it is to trifle with the Divine commands. How 
many children have been corrupted through the con- 
versation of wicked servants. How many Methodists 
have become useless in their lives, and worldly in their 
spirit, have withdrawn from the Society, and fallen into 
open sin, in consequence of having entered into partner- 
ships, contracted marriages, or formed other intimate 
relationships with ungodly persons. Sometimes even 
good men are prone to think these directions too rigid 
and severe. Many ungodly persons are so agreeable 
that we think it impossible their nature can be so de- 
praved, and their company so dangerous as the Bible 
represents. But the heart of man is " deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked," and none can know 
it but that God with whom we have to do. Events 
show His wisdom when He tells His saints that worldly 
and wicked people are not fit companions for them. 

^* Make no friendshipy^ says Solomon, **unth an 
a/ngry ma/n; cmd with a furious mom thou shalt not 
go : Lest thou learn his ways^ and get a sna/re to thy 
soul,** It is expedient, perhaps necessary, that you 
should have a friend, some individual whose person you 
esteem, whose character you respect, in whose kindness 
and integrity you can confide, and with whom you can 
more freely and frequently converse ; but you must 
take care that that friend is not the slave of folly and 
of sin. No matter how amiable in person or manners 
an individual may be, how distinguished for wisdom 
and learning, nor how eminent in rank and wealth; all 
these advantages, when associated with a depraved 
heart, are only instruments of mischief. Should you 
voluntarily form habits of intimacy with such a person, 
his society will operate upon you like some potent 
spell, and in spite of your better intentions and resolu- 
tions, you will "learn his ways, an4 gi&\. «u^\iiKt^\*Q ^^"^^st 
soul" 
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At the same time it must be admitted that religious 
people are often under numerous and powerful tempta- 
tions to contract these perilous friendships ; hence the 
Psalmist has congratulated the man who has kept him- 
self separate from such society. " Blessed is the mem 
who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly^ nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
the scornful r If he has escaped the corruption that is 
in the world ; if he has gone in and out among worldly 
and wicked men, and resisted all the blandishments of 
their conversation and example, and continued to walk 
with Grod ; if he has had " no fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness," but rather, by his whole 
spirit and behaviour, reproved them;— then is he a 
" blessed " man. He is a favourite of the skies ; he has 
experienced a prodigious deliverance, and his prospects 
are glorious beyond expression. As he has successfully 
resisted the temptations of life, he shall be kept amid 
its sorrows and vicissitudes. That hand which has 
preserved him from sin will sustain him in death, bear 
him through the billows of Jordan, and land him on 
the shores of heaven. 

Indeed, David, in some of his pleadings with Grod, 
urges his continued separation from wicked men as a 
proof of the genuineness and vigour of his piety ; and 
from thence infers his claim to the Divine protection 
and care. " / have not sat with vain persons, rmther 
will I go in with dissemblers;^^ and therefore, ^^ gather 
not my soul with sinn&rs, nor my life with bloody men,*^ 
And, be assured, if we intend to live in a state of sepa- 
ration from the world, our religion must be something 
more than a name. We must possess, not merely the 
form, but the power of godliness ; that vital religion 
which flows from union with Christ ; which enables us 
to be joyful in tribulation, and to triumph over death, 
and which ensures to us the Divine favour and protec- 
tion here and hereafter. 
''And I Witt receive you, amd wiM be a Father wnto 
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you^ Whatever reasons any of us may imagine there 
are for our continuing this unholy friendship, they are 
all answered in these words. Are you saying, " I must 
mix with sinners, and join in their conversation, 
or they will despise and hate meT' But God says, 
"If they reject, I will receive you;" and surely His 
favour is an equivalent for the loss of theirs. Do you 
say, "But wicked men are my best customers. I 
depend upon them for my daily bread, and I must 
mingle with them, though their company is highly in- 
jurious to the interests of my soulf" But God has 
said, " I will be a Father unto you ;" and surely your 
Father in heaven is as able to supply your temporal 
wants as all the wicked men in the world. Do you 
say, " But I must associate with such and such wicked 
men ; they are so agreeable, so intelligent, and so well- 
informed?" But there must be higher delight in 
fellowship with God ; and you cannot have fellowship 
with God and fellowship with sinners. 

There never was a grosser delusion than that of sup- 
posing we are to be ruined, or even seriously injured, 
by keeping the commandments of God. "Wherefore 
come out from among them, and be ye separate.'' 

IV. 

gtoistiatt S^lf-djettiaJ, 

This does not consist in bodily austerities, nor in 
solenm looks and words, nor in a vefjr plain dress, nor 
in long and frequent fastings, nor in the various modes 
of self-torment which are practised in the Romish 
church. It must be something very different, because 
in such austerities Christians have often been far out- 
done by heathens; while it is undeniable that some 
persons who have gone a great length in these courses 
have been amongst the worst men that ever disgraced 
the Christian name. Christian ^ei\i-^€m»i \& am. Mirtv- 
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bending adherence to the wiU of God, It is the triumph 
of religious principle over worldly passion and interest ; 
an assertion of the rights of conscience and of God, by 
subjecting every thing to their just authority. This 
sort of self-denial is the true spring and principle of 
virtue and religion, and we see it exemplified in the 
conduct of St. Paul. 

When the Saviour appeared to him on his way to 
Damascus, and called him to be an apostle, he was 
then fully convinced that Jesus was the Christ, and 
felt it an imperative duty to make Him known to 
others. But while this course was perfectly right, it 
was opposed to his feelings, and to his worldly interests. 
To acknowledge that Jesus was the Christ was to con- 
fess himself to have been deeply in the wrong. He 
was highly esteemed and honoured by his countrymen, 
and had a fair prospect of rising still higher in credit 
and in fame ; but if he confessed Christ, he must 
exchange honour for disgrace, the praises of men for 
their reproaches and contempt. He possessed a pow- 
erful and highly-cultivated mind, and had he devoted 
himself to the acquisition of wealth, he could scarcely 
have failed to become eminently rich ; but if he con- 
sented to be an apostle he must employ his mighty 
talents, not for his own emolument, but in the service 
of the Galilean King. But this matchless man denied 
himself, and followed his Saviour. When his feelings 
and worldly interests became opposed to his duty, he 
counted them" but dung," and threw them all away. 
He determined, at all hazards, to hearken to the voice 
of truth, of conscience, and of God. 

The same principle runs through the life of every 
true Christian, and determines his character and con- 
duct in the various circumstances in which he may 
be placed. 

For instance, it is a Divine command, " Remember 
that thou keep holy the Sabbath Day ;" but many a 
good man has found himself so circumstanced as to 
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hare a prospect of considerable gain, in case he would 
consent to violate this command ; while, if he resolve 
to keep it, himself and family must, apparently, be . 
reduced to want. Now although trimmers and world- 
lings will tell him that God is merciful, and that he 
may venture, in this instance, to trifle with His law, 
if he is a man of faith, he will put all his earthly 
advantages to hazard, and resolve to abide by the com- 
mands of his God. Again, our religion enjoins upon 
UB to "speak every man truth with his neighbour;" 
but a pious man sometimes finds that he might gain 
miany a shilling and many a pound, if he would submit 
to tell a lie, or to impose upon others by concealing a 
part of the truth, or in other respects to act in a mean 
and dishonourable way. He is told that if he will be 
so scrupulous and old-fashioned as to say nothing but 
the truth, he will remain but a poor and a common 
man. Although as a man he may desire these worldly 
advantages, yet as a good man he will abhor a lie, as 
the offspring of hell; and will therefore relinquish every 
advantage, and submit to every inconvenience, that he 
may keep " a conscience void of oflTence." 

Again, we are directed by an inspired apostle not to 
be " conformed to this world ;" yet a true Christian 
will sometimes find that to mingle with the men of 
the world, to speak their language, to imitate their 
manners, and to adopt their customs, will gain their 
esteem, and thereby promote his own credit and 
worldly advantage. But although a Christian has an 
affectionate heart, which delights in acts Of kindness, 
and disposes him to be the friend of all mankind, and 
although many will tell him that religion does not con- 
sist in little singulai'ities, nor in an unsocial behaviour; 
yet when he hears his Saviour say to His followers, 
" Ye are the light of the world : ye are the salt of the 
earth," he finds it necessary to do violence to his 
feelings, to keep up the line of distinction. b^t-^^^x^^Sw^ 
church and the world, and to be Eeip^x^^.^ ^\A ^wi^^^^^s^ 
in a variety ofreapects. 

a 
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Self-denial is the triumph of principle ; an inflexible 
adherence to the Divine commands ; a resolute tramp- 
ling upon our feelings and worldly interests, when they 
interfere with the authority of God, and with the 
obedience we owe to Him. It is called into exercise at 
every stage of the Christian life ; and is the source of 
imiversal holiness, the parent of every good word and 
work. 

There is nothing more dignified or noble in character, 
nothing more acceptable to God than true Christian 
self-denial. It is respectable, even when associated 
with errors and mistakes. When a man will sacrifice 
his wealth to his convictions, and forego his pleasures 
for the sake of his conscience, — even though he may 
be in other respects a weak man, and may be under 
some mistakes as to the nature of his duty, — ^yet there 
is a real sublimity in his character ; and the apostle has 
taught us to regard that man with special veneration, 
and assures us that, notwithstanding his infirmities, 
God has accepted him, and regards him with peculiar 
delight. 

What can be more noble and sublime than the con- 
duct of Moses, who gave up the pleasures and honours 
of a court, and the prospect of a crown, to obey his 
conscience, and to please his God ? The same dignified 
spirit has been evinced by many other saints, though 
exhibited on a more humble and contracted scale. The 
apostles left their fishing tackle and their boats, but 
they left their aU to follow Jesus. The poor widow 
cast in only two mites; but she expended "all" her 
substance, from a principle of love to God. This was 
the spirit of Moses ; and had these people been in 
possession of titles, and pleasures, and wealth, the same 
principle would have led them to sacrifice their all in 
obedience to the command of Christ. And those 
tradesmen who give up the profits of their business on 
the Lord^s Day, because it is contrary to a Divine com- 
mand, — thoBe who choose to be poor rather than to sin, 
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— ^those Christian women who lay aside ornaments 
hecause they deem it wrong to wear them, — are actuated 
by the spirit of confessors and martyrs, a spirit which 
commands the admiration of all reasonable boings, and 
will be applauded by God Himself before an assembled 
world. 

V. 

God is the source of all true knowledge, and if we 
wish to become enlightened and intelligent, we must 
sit at His feet, and listen to His words. At the present 
day we hear a great deal said on the importance of 
knowledge. Some people think we are on the eve of a 
new state of things. Extraordinary efforts are made 
for the purpose of enlightening the masses. Man has 
become the study of man ; and every man now seems 
determined thoroughly to understand the nature, 
necessities, and circumstances of himself and his fellow- 
creatures. From a great deal of our popular literature, 
however, the subject of religion is carefully and inten- 
tionally excluded. Every branch of philosophy is 
cultivated with great assiduity ; but revelation is over- 
looked and neglected. All that man can discover is 
repeated in a thousand different forms ; but the things 
that eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 
of man conceived, are treated with silent contempt. 
Yet this is supposed to be the proper way to train up 
an enlightened community. 

But the truth is, that although we talk a great deal 
about the intellectual, the physical, and the social 
necessities of man, these things are thoroughly under- 
stood only by our great and adorable Creator. He 
made us, and therefore He knows what is in us, what 
are our wants, and how those wants are to be supplied. 
To those who are employecl in at\i4jm^ Wift xi^xa^ «^ 
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man, mere reason and philosophy can give but little 
assistance. All the light it supplies, even when culti- 
yated with the greatest success, is only that of a lamp. 
It shews human nature imder one or two particular 
aspects ; but still leaves it, mainly and substantially, 
an undiscovered subject. It may enlighten a single 
room, or a particular street ; but leaves the world, in 
its length and breadth, as dark as it was before. But 
Jesus has said, "7 am the light of the world; he that 
follov)eth Me shall not walk in darknessJ^ After all 
that can be done by lamps, in order that the earth may 
be enlightened it must turn upon its axis towards the 
8un, until his beams have changed the night into day. 
Whoever would have the light of life must turn to the 
Sun of Righteousness. He must come to the Bible, 
and place himself in the broad light of evangelical day. 
When this is the case, he will not be left to guess and 
to blunder, as men do when they live in the dark. 
Those who come to God for instruction, and submit to 
be taught by Him, are made the " children of light, and 
of the day." They not merely gain a smattering of 
knowledge, which* just serves to fill them with vanity 
and self-conceit ; but they understand themselves, and, 
their God, and their business, and the people with 
whom they have to do ; and are enabled to conduct 
themselves wisely and properly in that situation in 
which the Providence of God has placed them. 

VI. 

"&^ ^hen that ye walk circumspectly^ not as foolSy hut 
as wis€P — Eph. v. 15. 

When a man is destroyed or injured by a strength 
which he cannot resist, he is pitied by others, and 
Attadhes no blame to liLmself ; but when this is the 
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eonsequence of mere levity and inconsideration, Ti^hen 
B little thought and attention might have saved him, 
he is despised by his neighbours, and stung with solf- 
Yeproach. That we may not feel in this way at the 
hoar of death, and in the day of judgment, the apostle 
here exhorts us to "walk circumspectly," to look at 
every thing, to look at it in the light of the Bible, that 
we may see its true character, and know how to act 
respecting it. 

There are many things in this world which bear 
directly upon the state and character of religious 
people, and therefore demand their special attention. 
A few only of these we can mention here. 

1. Look at y&ur tempter. Look at him in the light 
which heaven in mercy has thrown upon his character 
and his works. You are aware that there is an influence 
put forth by some spiritual and invisible agent for the 
purpose of enticing men to sin. Although you never 
saw the shape of that being, you have felt his workings 
in your heart. But- the interest which this evil 
spirit feels in the ruin of individuals, the observations 
he makes on them, the accuracy and extent of his 
knowledge of their character and circumstances, are 
far greater than is generally supposed : for we are told 
(Job i. 7, 8) that " the Lord said unto Satan, Whence 
comest thou? Then Satan answered the Lord, and 
said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from 
walking up and down in it." The Divine Being knew 
that the sole object of these wanderings through the 
world was to study the character, and to mark the 
circumstances of its inhabitants. He accordingly de* 
manded of him, " Hast thou considered my servant 
Job?" Satan immediately proceeds to give such an 
account of that wonderful man as rendered it abun- 
dantly evident that he had observed him with the 
closest attention. 

The Bible abounds with cautiow^ %xi^ -^^tcmsl^ 
agaiii£it ihe snares and suggestioxva c^ >i?tA^ w\ ^n^^n 
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and from these admonitions we learn that there is no 
error or wickedness which he will not make the matter 
of a temptation, — no circumstance that can befal us 
which he will not endeavour to make an occasion of 
sin. He tries to pollute the secret thoughts and work- 
ings of the mind. He sometimes seeks, by a concur- 
rence of circumstances, almost to force pious people to 
speak unadvisedly with their lips. In this he prevailed, 
not only with Peter, whose temper was somewhat warm 
and rash, but also with Moses, who was the meekest 
of men. Through his influence, many persons, in all 
ages and countries, have been led to substitute cere- 
monies for the duties of morality; and to persuade 
themselves that if they do but observe that law which 
is positive, and therefore temporary, they may venture 
to violate that which is moral, and therefore eternal 
in its obligations. Prosperity, in his hands, is preg- 
nant with danger; and adversity he will, if possible, 
render the occasion of our ruin. Even the necessary 
attention we are obliged to give to the things of the 
world is often made a snare to our souls. What could 
be more proper than for Martha to entertain her 
Saviour, and provide for His temporal wants ? Yet 
the enemy, stepping in on that memorable occasion, 
was on the point of drawing her aside. For she was 
" careful and troubled about many things," and became 
inattentive to the words of eternal life. See, then, 
that you " walk circumspectly," in respect of this great 
enemy. Look at his character and designs in the light 
of God ; otherwise he will make a fool of you, as he has 
done of thousands more. 

2. " Take heed," says our Saviour, " and beware of 
men." All those persons who intend to save their 
souls alive must pay considerable attention to the 
people by whom they are surrounded. This world has 
always contained a great many pretenders, men calling 
themselves philosophers, and giving themselves credit 
for a wonderful degree of wiadom. TIdi^^ have not 
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only goue far beyond the generality of mankind in 
intellectual attainments, but have assumed themselves 
to be wiser than the Holy Ghost; for, instead of 
sitting at the feet of prophets and apostles, and sub- 
mitting to be taught by men who had themselves been 
taught by God, they have rejected the authority of 
the Bible, and professed to find out a better method of 
religion and morality than that which it contains. 
There are many of these vain men in the world at the 
present day, who imagine that they are bom to 
enlighten and guide others, and who are seeking, in 
various ways, to turn away attention from Christ and 
His apostles, in order to fix it upon themselves. 
Multitudes of people are disposed to listen to these 
merely human and incompetent guides ; and you will 
probably be led to do the same, unless you " walk cir- 
cumspectly," and avail yourselves of the light of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

" Put not your trust in princes, neither in the son of 
man, in whom there is no help." However great and 
lofty a man's spirit may be, if he choose to separate 
himself from Grod, he shall perish in his own helpless- 
ness ; and all who depend upon him, to the neglect of 
God, shall perish together with him. Where are all 
the doctrines and followers of Simon Magus now? 
They are all passed away as a dream. Yet he was a 
very great and wonderful man in his day, " to whom 
they all gave heed, from the least unto the greatest, say- 
ing. This man is the great power of God." What is the 
diflference between the sorceries by which he bewitched 
the people of Samaria, and the speculations and dis- 
coveries by which so many people are bewitched at this 
day ? They are all the mere reasonings and conclu- 
sions of acute and clever men ; but they neither came 
from God, nor can they lead to Him. They can neither 
make the sinful ho.ly, nor the miserable happy. Simon 
himself was " in the gall of bitterness, and in the bQxvd. 
of iniguitj;" and it is not likeVy tti^.\. ^iJji'^ ^5,<3tL^ciCv3^^ 
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his followers was better than his own. Whatever pro- 
gress a man may make in literature and philosophy^ 
it is true now, and will be as long as the world standi, 
that, beside Christ, "there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 
You may study the principles and admire the charao- 
ter of the philosophers and politicians of this world ; 
but if you stay away from Christ, you will be left "in 
the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." 
The poor afflicted woman who had spent all her time 
and property in applying to one physician after another, 
was to be pitied, so long as she knew only of such as 
these; but after she became acquainted with Christ, 
she must have been blamed by others, and blamed by 
herself, had she continued to attend to them, and 
neglected Him. Then " see that ye walk circum- 
spectly, not as fools, but as wise." Look at the 
character of Christ, and at the pretensions of those 
who would allure you away from Him ; and then you 
will say with the disciples, " Lord, to whom shall we 
go ? Thou hast the words of eternal life." 

3. It is also necessary for us to look attentively fU 
those wa/mings and intimations of spiritual danger 
obtruded upon our notice from diflferent quarters. 
Many are heard to say, " I am well able to take care 
of myself. I will never submit to this endless inter- 
meddling with my character and concerns." But this 
is the language of passionate and inconsiderate people. 
Your duty, in reference to such intimations is, not to 
throw them back with contempt, but to look at them ; 
and to ascertain, as far as possible, whether or not 
they come fro^i God. If they have nothing to do 
with Him, but are mere human impertinencies, they, 
of course, are beneath the attention of a wise man; 
but if they come from God, they may be of as much 
importance to you as were the messages of Elisha to 
the king of Israel during the war he was waging with 
BjrrJa, The man of God sent unto the king, sent 
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without being asked, and obtruded his warning voice 
upon the royal ear. Now, his Majesty might have 
Baid, '' Who is the man who presumes to give advice 
to me ? Are not I and my councillors competent to 
manage the affairs of the kingdom V Yet If he had 
tpoken and acted in this manner, he would have proved 
himself a fool ; for his army would have been cut to 
pieces, his enemies would then have visited his capital, 
and, most probably, deprived him of his crown. But 
the king acted "circumspectly." He looked at the 
message ; he endeavoured, as well as he was able, to 
ascertain its truth and correctness ; he saw that it 
came from God ; he regulated his military movements 
according to the intimations he had received, and 
thereby saved himself and his army, not once or twice 
only, but again and again. If you choose to slight 
the warning voice of God, you will be circumvented 
and destroyed. If you are circumspect and attentive, 
you will be directed and saved. 



VII. 

Matt. vi. 13. 

The pardon of sin is to be followed by a holy life. 
It is only on this principle that we can reconcile the 
statements of St. Paul and St. James on the subject 
of a sinner's justification before God. St. Paul says 
that a man is justified by faith " without works ;" and 
St. James afl&rms that " by works a man is justified, 
and not by faith only." The one apostle speaks of the 
works which go before justification ; the other of the 
works which follow after. St. Paul tells us that 
though a man has been a mere sinner, and done abso- 
lutely no works that are good*, ^^\, Si \i^\i^^'^^'%»Ns!L 
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the Lord Jesus Christ, he will be justified, or pardoned, 
on the ground of the Redeemer's death. By way of 
supplement to all this, St. James comes forward, and 
teUs us that although pardon may be obtained in this 
way, it cannot be retained on exactly the same prin- 
ciple. In other words, pardon must be followed by 
obedience, or the blessing will be lost. 

But we are sure to be powerfully tempted to sin. 
According to the Bible, that evil spirit who is called 
the Devil, and Satan, "deceiveth the whole world.** 
That, at least, is the vast project which he has con- 
ceived in his mind, and which he unceasingly labours 
to eflfect. None are so mean as to be beneath his 
notice, or so high as to be out of his reach ; nor are 
any so established in goodness as to induce him in 
despair to pass them by. If ever there was a case 
which must have appeared utterly hopeless, it was 
that of the Lord Jesus Christ. In His nature it was 
impossible to find the smallest seed of evil which 
could, by any management, be matured into an actual 
sin. Jesus had a wisdom which penetrated through 
all the disguises of the tempter. About His person 
there was a majesty and glory which caused even 
the devils to tremble. But there are no bounds to 
Satan's malignity and pride ; and he actually became 
the tempter of the Lord Jesus Christ. While the 
Redeemer was in the wilderness, and alone, weary with 
long wakefulness and fasting, the enemy made his 
approach. All his suggestions were skilfully adapted 
to the circumstances of the Saviour, and were at once 
plausible, subtle, and persevering. But the tempter 
was met at every point ; and at length, baflBied and 
defeated, he was compelled to depart. 

If the malice of Satan led him to bestow so much 

pains on a case so utterly unpromising, how much 

more certainly will he come to all other human beings, 

when he sees in them so many things to give him the 

Lope of success. His steadfast purpose is to complete 
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in each the ruin he has ab-eady begun. No art will 
be left untried, no pains will be spared. All your 
movements will be watched. He will hover about 
your path, join you at every convenient opportunity, 
and never cease his attempts to deceive and destroy ; 
till you are brought down to his own hell, or make 
your escape to that celestial city into which he cannot 
come. 

To be led into temptation, to /all into temptation, 
and to enter into temptation, are all expressions used 
in the sacred writings, and seem to denote the actual 
commission of sin. It is not supposed, in this petition 
of the Lord's prayer, that the blessed God ever does or 
can lead men to commit sin. The expression is an 
idiom of speech, which represents God as doing that 
which He suflfers to be done, or does not interfere for 
the purpose of preventing. That we may not thus be 
left to listen to the tempter, and to sin, we are here 
directed to have recourse to prayer. This fearful 
calamity may be averted by prayer. In all cases, " the 
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempta- 
tion." 

Every human being, therefore, who rightly under- 
stands his own circumstances, must feel himself to be 
in a condition involving the most serious responsibility. 
His position is solemn and tremendous, like that of 
Hezekiah, when he received a letter from Sennacherib, 
informing him that Judea was about to be invaded, and 
Jerusalem besieged, by an Assyrian army, and, — as he 
had no troops able to resist such an overwhelming 
force, — advising him at once to surrender. On the 
reception of this message that pious king awoke to all 
the solemnity of his situation. It was undoubtedly 
true that the Assyrian army had laid waste all the 
surrounding countries, that he was unable to resist it, 
and that, if attacked, he must be subdued and des- 
troyed. Eesistance seemed to be in vain, nay, to be 
folly and madness ; as it could oul^ tevA \ki vct^aSw^^vifi^ 
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powerful foe, and hasten his own destruction. On the 
other hand, he was the sovereign of the country, the 
natural protector of his people. His subjects had 
placed their property, their families, their lives, their 
all, in his hands ; and should he betray his trust, yield 
to his terrors, and subject these millions of helpless 
people to all the horrors of captivity, without doing 
all that man could do to save them, it would be to 
convict himself of the profoundest baseness, and to 
cause his memory to be execrated through all succeed- 
ing generations. What then was to be done in this 
fearful emergency ? The holy man remembered his 
Grod, and resolved to apply to Him for help. He 
accordingly took up Sennacherib's letter, carried it 
to the temple, and spread it before the Lord. This 
brought him help from heaven ; and he and his people 
saw the salvation of God. 

With this sovereign and his trouble every human 
being will be able to sympathize who properly under- 
stands his own situation with reference to spiritual and 
eternal things. Consider the depravity of your own 
heart, the abounding wickedness which is in the world, 
the spirit and conversation of many of the people with 
whom you mingle from day to day, and the malicd, 
the subtlety, and the activity of Satan. Then re- 
member that, amidst all these inward and outward 
temptations, you are required to be holy " in all 
manner of conversation." How is it possible for this 
to be done, in the midst of such unfavourable circum- 
stances ? Is it possible to preserve a lighted candle, 
exposed to the wind on the top of a mountain I 
Can a single soldier defend himself against a powerful 
and well-appointed army? Yet this difl&culty must 
be attempted : this apparent impossibility must be 
achieved. Remember that you are entrusted with the 
interests of an immortal soul. The loss of a soul is 
the betrayal of a trust, and a deed which no consideF- 
tlons O0J1 justify. 
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There is help for you m God. Go to Him. Prayer 
will prevail. God not only may come to your help, 
He has bound Himself to do so, in answer to prayer. 
Pray, therefore, says the apostle, "with all prayer;" 
and you shall experience a glorious salvation. God 
will restrain the power of the tempter ; He will sanc- 
tify your nature ; He will favour you with His gracious , 
and abiding presence, as the only means of perfect 
aecurity ; and, in due time, 'will put an end to all your 
larials and perils by taking you home to Himself, and 
will present you faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy. 

VIII. 

" With men this is impossible; but not with GodJ* 

Thbsb words involve a principle of universal appli* 
cation. When we merely reason about the commands 
of Gk)d with reference to our salvation, they appear 
impracticable ; but when we attempt to he^p them, in 
the spirit of obedient faith, those attempts are crowned 
with success. While we merely consider them, we 
obtain no Divine assistance; but we are Divinely 
assisted as soon as ever we attempt to do them. 
When we only look at them, it is with a merely 
human eye ; when we only reason about them, it is 
with a merely human reason ; but when we endeavour 
to obey them, we are endued with power "from on 
high." 

We are summoned to a lofty and apparently im- 
practicable enterprize, when we are called to "deny 
ungodliness, and worldly lusts," and to " walk before 
God, in holiness and righteousness," all our days. 
This is to proclaim war against both earth and h^lL 
To undertake thifi^ ia the kope oi feciik m^^rj^Ns^,^^ 
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are told, to attempt what is impossible, and to set aside 
the experience of a majority of mankind. God, how- 
ever, calls upon us to attack all hell single-handed; 
and to expect to be conquerors, and more than con- 
querors, "through Him that hath loved us." Had 
Gideon merely reasoned on the largeness of the enemy's 
army, and the smallness of his own, and never begun 
the attack, he might have concluded that victory was 
impossible. Many a warrior has been defeated in 
battle because his forces were fewer and feebler than 
those of his enemy. But, then, remember, Grod 
had not directed them to fight. Gideon was com- 
manded to give battle to the Midianites; and hence 
he was victorious, although their army was twenty 
times greater than his own. The Lord is with you 
while you are with Him. You are called, not to 
calculate the strength of your spiritual enemies, but 
to fight them, — not to deliberate on the possibility of 
obtaining holiness; but to cleanse yourselves "from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit." The command 
of God to you is, " Be ye holy." You are therefore to 
aim at being holy, to pray to be holy, to strive to be 
holy. These principles and these practices will bring 
you into an alliance with omnipotence ; — ^you will find 
that the things impossible with men are possible with 
God, and that His power and grace are triumphantly 
realized in the happy experience of all His believing 
and obedient people. 

IX. 

" Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness : 
and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oilJ* — 
Psa. cxli. 5. 

The smiting and reproof here mentioned seems to 
be a rational and affectionate attem^^t to make another 
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sensible of his fault, in order to his repentance and 
amendment. While it censures, it also proves, by 
dear and convincing reasons, that what is so censured 
is a fault which ought to be amended. To assail the 
faults of another in a supercilious and dogmatical way 
is reviling, rather than reproof; and is much more 
likely to harden than to reform. Sometimes censure 
originates in malignity, and is not meant to benefit the 
ofifender, but to expose and mortify him. This is more 
properly reproach and abuse than reproof, which always 
springs from ardent and disinterested charity, and is 
intended, not to punish, but to soften and to save. 

Few chBiucters are superior to reproof Even David, 
with all his excellencies and achievements, appears 
to have been conscious of many mistakes and mis- 
carriages ; and hence he anticipated reproof, when 
admitted to the society of the faithful, and declared 
himself ready to receive it. A good man may be 
perfect in love, but he will still be defective in know- 
ledge; and mistakes in judgment will produce mistakes 
in practice. Job and his friends, although persons of 
great wisdom and piety, were betrayed into such mis- 
takes as brought a severe rebuke from heaven upon 
them all. Paul tells us that, on one occasion, he 
withstood Peter to the face, "because he was to be 
blamed." Shall we then resent reproof, when it is 
given, as if we had received some grievous injury] 
If we consider ourselves, our ignorance and weakness, 
and. the dangerous circumstances in which we are 
placed, we shall rather be surprized that it has not 
been administered to us oftener, and with greater 
severity. So far from dreaming that our friends can 
see nothing amiss in our conduct, we shall wonder at 
the extent of their charity, which can bear so much 
and so long, and hide such a multitude of faults. 

Such reproof righteous persons are in the habit of 
giving. Indeed it is impossible to conceive how he 
can be a righteous man who omit^ ^iXi\^^^^^:^>^^^^^s^ 



96 On Bqproof. 

one of the prime dictates of nature. For is it not 
obvious that creatures who have one origin, one 
nature, and one end, and who are united and rendered 
mutually dependent, are bound to promote each other's 
goodi The duty of consulting each other's welfare 
is a necessary result of the very constitution of our 
rational and social nature. 

Nothing can be more clear than that God intends 
men to seek to preserve each other from those evils 
to which they are exposed, and to assist each other in 
attaining that good of which they are capable. Now, 
of all kinds of good, that which is spiritual and^ 
eternal stands pre-eminent. This can only be en- 
dangered or lost by sin j so that to preserve or recover 
another from sin is one of the first duties of the law 
of nature, a prime eflfect of that love which we owe to 
the whole human oflfspring of our Father which is in 
heaven. 

When God recovers us from the ruins of the fall, 
and restores us to His favour and image. He re-awakens 
and invigorates this principle within us. He who 
possesses that yearning fervent love which the Gospel 
inspires, cannot be indiflFerent while he sees his brother 
endangering his soul. It may be a very painful and 
difficult task to reprove sin; but love surmounts all 
obstacles. It makes the dumb to speak. It puts all a 
man's energies in motion ; and constrains him to save 
his offending brother " with fear, pulling him out of 
the fire." 

David considered such reproof as productive of great 
good. Let the righteous reprove me, says he, " it 
shall be an excellent oil;" it will tend to ornament 
and beautify my soul. Such reproof is an ordinance 
of Grod, a Divinely-instituted means of grace, an 
effort of infinite wisdom and goodness in order to our 
salvation. God has constituted His holy prophets and 
apostles the great rebukers of all nations and ages ; 
their writinga are for reproof as well as instruction. 
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Parents are expected to rebuke the vices of their 
children, and Eli was severely censured for neglecting 
this great duty. Ministers of the Gospel are com- 
nutnded to reprove and rebuke " with all authority/' 
Nay, that this necessary duty should not be neglected, 
God has laid it upon His people generally, charging 
every man individually to give needful and seasonable 
reproof to his neighbour and his brother. "Thou 
shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart : thou shalt 
in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suflFer sin 
upon him.'' So that the words of the apostle in 
inference to magistrates may be applied to him who 
reproves us for sin : " He that resisteth, resisteth the 
ordinance of God." It is not so much the voice of 
thy brother on earth as of thy Father which is in 
heaven. It is not merely the attempt of fraternal 
afifection, but the effort of infinite grace to recover 
thee from the snare of the devil ; and if it be pro- 
perly received, as it came from God, it will lead to 
£[im, and produce effects worthy of that infinite love 
whence it proceeded. 

There are many affecting examples of the sad con- 
sequences which have resulted either when reproof 
has not been given, or when it has been rejected. 
€k)d threatens to put an end to the reproofs of His 
prophets, as the heaviest calamity He could bring 
upon a rebellious and incorrigible people. Absalom 
possessed the finest personal qualifications, by which 
he was eminently fitted to serve his generation, and to 
acquire immortal honour for himself. But he received 
caresses instead of reproof; and became, in conse- 
quence, the shame and grief of his father, the scourge 
of his family, the curse of his country, and the author 
of his untimely destruction. And one principal reason 
why it is " easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of Gk)d" is, that when men are elevated to wealth, few 
persons have the courage or th^ laotv^^^l ^ x^^^-^'^ 
them, H 
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Ahab was reproved by Elijah, and Herod by John 
the Baptist. Had they listened to these expostula- 
tions, they might, after all, have escaped the sad 
consequences of their crimes ; but by refusing to do 
this, they perished in their sins. However grating, 
therefore, the language of reproof may be, you couM 
not Bu^r a greater calamity than to be dk)omed to 
liear it no more. 

Reproof, when received, becomes sanctified. It 
Imngs down upon us the Divine blessing and influ- 
ence ; and hence produces noble and peraianent 
effects. '<He that heareth reproai gettetk imdeiv 
Btanding.'*^ The Corinthians had fallen into some 
improprieties, which threatened their purity and pro- 
gress as a church. St Paul addressed to them a letter 
of j^roof, which plunged them into godly sorrow^ 
aiAiened them to renewed zeal, and essentially con- 
tributed to their happiness and prosperity. Peter 
had ventured to deny his Master. Jesus beheld him 
with a look of reproof. He went out, and wept 
bitterly ; and was rescued from final apostacy. David 
had plunged into fearfhl crime, and was become dread- 
fully callous and asleep in his sin. Had he been left 
undisturbed, he would probably have slept the sleep 
ci death. But when reproved by Nathan, he was 
arrested in his downward career. 

Let us then cherish a willingness to be reproved^ 
and pray for the spirit which led the Psalmist to saj, 
^ Let the righteous smite me ; it shaU be a kindness : 
and let him reprove me ; it shall be an excellent oil** 

X. 

Oh, we Bometuftes think, if we had nothing else 
do b^ to mmd religion, we should be enabled to ma 
out oaJUiBg and election sure. But many of us hav 
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thousand things to mind, as wdl as our souls. There 
are our families and our farms and our merchandise, 
and our sorrows and our joys, and our gains and our 
losses, and our Mends and our foes; and all these 
things require attention. The moral efibot produced 
by this habit of attention to earthly things is, in many 
cases, to intoxicate and stupify the mind : the heaart 
becomes surcharged with the cares and pleasures of 
this life. But this is not necessary. We may learn to 
regard the world and all its concerns as what they 
really are, — matters of secondary and lesser impor- 
tance. The contemporaries of Noah were employed 
in eating and drinking, planting and bmlding, marry- 
ing and giving in marriage. Hfo doubt, to a consider- 
able extent, Noah himself was obliged to do the same. 
He had many things to mind, beside merely building 
the ark. That, however, was his great work. With 
all his other cares and duties, there was a sense in 
which the ark was the one sole care and business of 
his life. When the apostle exhorts us to " be soher,^ 
he means that we should attend to the business of 
salvation as Noah attended to the building of the 
ark. That, amidst all our duties, this should stand 
out as the great duty of man> the one thing needful. 
However eamestljr we labour for "the meat which 
perisheth," that should be no labour, as compared with 
the manner in which we labour for " that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life.** This is religious 
sobriety. This is OhriEitian moderation. 

•^ Wherefyre gvrd up the loins of yowr mi/nd, he eoher, 
cmd hope to the end for ike graee that is to be brought 
wnio you at the revelation of Jesus Christ** Who can 
describe the freeness and extent of that grace ? There 
will be a glorified body, admission through the gates 
into the city, exemption from pain and e«rt<5r« %!£iSs. 
suffering and death, and a pattic\^\ivOTi vti ^^ ^sscv 
which ChriBt had with tho Eat\iOT >wtoNi '^^ ^^^w- 
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began ; — and all these bestowed as matters of grace, 
through the mediation of Jesus. Many things belong- 
ing to this world may engage our attention, and interest 
our minds ; our thoughts and affections may become 
loose and scattered, so as to entangle our spirits and 
retard our progress towards heaven ; but a due con- 
sideration of "the grace that is to be brought unto us at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ," will lead us to gather 
them in, and gird them up again. A little worldly 
honour or prosperity may probably intoxicate our 
minds, and fill us with an uiiiallowed excitement and 
joy ; but thoughts of that grace will soon sober them 
again, and lead us to set our affection on things above. 
Our trials and difficulties may be so formidable that 
our souls may be discouraged on account of the way, 
and perhaps we may be tempted to sit down in despair ; 
but the crown of glory is so bright, and the sight of 
the Saviour is so desirable, that a look toward heaven 
will induce us to arise, and hope and strive " to the 
end." 

XI. 

Paul's enemies arrested him in the temple, ''and 
the people ran together ;" but when the Roman captain 
and soldiers appeared, these infuriated men "left 
beating of Paid." But the presence of God is far 
more impressive; and it will awe and restrain the 
most excited among men. We are to walk before Him 
in holiness. In the highest tumult of passion we must 
remember that God is near. If our temper and habits 
cease to be godly, it is in vain to expect admittance 
into heaven. Nobody forgets God in heaven. The 
"great white throne" is ever there. The pure in 
heart see God in heaven. They see Him on earth. 
This ia godUnesB, 
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" jBuf the very hairs of your head are all numbered,^^ 

Matt* X. 30. 

By this expression (which was perhaps proverbial) 
our Lord strongly asserts the universality of God's 
over-ruling Providence. While He controls all the 
movements of inanimate nature, and supplies the 
wants of the brute creation, He exercises a special 
superintendence over man. 

That there is such a thing as the Providence of God 
appears from the fact announced in the Bible, that 
God is the Creator of the world, and from the repre- 
sentations of His charactd)r which that book contains. 
It tells us that He is infinitely wise and just, powerful 
and good ; that He made the earth, and all its inhabi- 
tants ; that He is, consequently, our Father, and we 
are His offspring. Now, we know that a man of ordi- 
dary kindness and humanity cannot abandon' His own 
offspring, especially if he has the ability of providing 
for them, but will exercise over them a superintending 
care, and administer to their necessities. Nay, even 
brute creatures are tenderly concerned for their young. 
How then can the Father of the universe neglect His 
own offspring, or disregard the work of His own 
hands ? If He is infinitely wise and powerful, He 
can, and if He is infinitely good. He will, — seeing He 
sustains towards us the intimate and endearing rela- 
tion of Creator and Father, — superintend our concerns, 
and provide for our necessities. 

This notion is corroborated by the occurrences of 
every day, and by a long train of events, registered in 
the sacred writings. Whoever has acquired the notion 
of a Providence will find it confirmed Vyj iVv*^ xs^a*^^-^^ 
of the heavenly bodies, and Toy Wi^ cion^Xax^ ^sa^^iRR5»ss^ 
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of the seasons, all conspiring to give fertility to the 
earth, and thus to provide for the wants of man and 
beast. The Bible is the history of Providence. It is 
a record of a series of events, all tending to confirm 
the great principle that the world is under the con- 
stant, kind, and efficient superintendence of its great 
and gracious Creator. 

The doctrine of Providence shows us the groundless- , 
ness of anxious care. To creatures such as we are, a 
portion of worldly good is indispensably requisite. As 
God has decreed that in consequence of our guilt we 
shall eat our bread ^ in sorrow," and as many of us 
can only procure it, even in health and strength, with 
care and exertion, in the prospect of losses, sickness, 
or old age, we often give way to the most fearful 
apprehensions. These fears, however, are totally 
groundless ; since our Lord has assured us that if wa 
"seek first tiie kingdom of God, and His righteous- 
ness/' the things we "have need of" shall be added 
unto us. 

There are several considerations, suggested by our 
blessed Saviour, which arise out of the doctrine of the 
Providence of God^ and which clearly show the un- 
reasonableness of such fears, as long as we continue to 
do His will, and confide in His care. While God 
possesses an infinitely paternal regard for His creatures, 
while the riches of time and eternity are all at His 
disposal, so He " knowjBth that we have need of these 
things ;" and can He, under such circumstances, with- 
hold them ? Again, it is notorious that He supplies 
Hie wants of other creatures, who are by nature deci* 
dedly inferior to man, who are infinitely less valuable 
in His estimation, and who are totally incapable c^ 
any care or contrivance of their own. Again, He has 
already bestowed upon us benefits of the most rich and 
invaluable character. He has given us a body which is 
fearfully and wonderfully made, a richly curious, and 
useful, and consummat^y excellent machine : He has 
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animafted thatbodywith a living, oonscious, and immortal 
soul, a principle which far excels in value all that the 
world can give ; can He then deny us a little food and 
raiment ? See that you avoid all sin ; take care to 
please God : and then remember that your Father 
Which is in heaven, who controls the Jaiverse, who 
has all the treasures of the world at His disposal, is so 
attentive to you as to number the hairs of your head, 
and give your fears to the wind. 

The doctrine oi Providence should teach us submis- 
sion to those afflictions which sometimes befal us. If 
the hairs of our head are all numbered, then thesd 
afflictions, by whomsoever occasioned, come to us by 
special Divine direction and appointment. Their 
appointm^it, therefore, must be an act of justice eaii 
wisdom and goodness. If we are living in sin, we 
suffer no more than we deserve. If we are living to 
God, we suffer no more than will be conducive to our 
good. These considerations have always led the wisest 
and holiest of men to bow with silent submission to 
bereavements and calamities. It is not at all times 
easy for us to discern the wisdom or kindness of these 
painful dispensations, and sometimes they appear to 
be of a very contrary character ; but then we should 
think it is much easier for us to be ignorant and mis- 
taken, in many things, than for God to act unwisely 
or unkindly. The latter cannot be ; the former is 
happening eveiy d^y. Moreover, the Bible assures us 
there is nothing wanting but a loving resignation and 
obedience to the Divine will, to make all our afflictions 
isBue in our immortal perfection and blessedness. 

The doctrine of Providence shews us the projHriety 
of makix^ our temporal affliirs the subjects of our 
prayers and praises. No wonder those are often em-^ 
barraased who neglect to ask of God the things they 
need, Those who are so occupied with worldly care 
and toil that they have have no time tA ^t«:^ ^^ksscw"^ 
be surprised if they faint xmder traJkE. ^^ ^^\iSvsBt 
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money and prosperity should prove a curse, and alie- 
nate the heart from Grod, when they have not been 
sanctified by prayer. If God has the same control 
over the concerns of our business and family as over 
the affairs of our salvation, then the one should be the 
subject of our prayers as well as the other. If His 
kindness is unceasing, so ought our gratitude and 
love. 

The doctrine of Providence teaches us the folly of 
sin. Men are generally induced to do what their 
conscience condemns for the sake of some real or 
imaginary present and worldly good. But if the 
Maker of the world continues to exercise a vigilant 
and ceaseless superintendence over all its several parts, 
then we must be subject to His constant inspection ; 
all we think and do must be known to Him. All the 
sources of wealth, all the springs of pleasure, are 
xmder His control ; and He can shut or open them 
as He chooses. Without His blessing riches are but 
splendid poverty, and pleasure but gilded pain. The 
way to possess the world, to be really benefited, and 
not injured, by its good things, is to please Him who 
is the Lord and Giver of all it has to bestow. 

This doctrine points us to a day of judgment, and a 
future state of retribution. In the present economy 
of Providence there is much of what is mysterious, and 
has the appearance of disorder and confusion. In 
many cases, the wicked escape with impunity; and 
the righteous are chastened of God, and injured by 
man/ Although we see evident indications of a 
Divinely wise and an Almighty hand, yet the whole 
has maiiifestly the appearance of something incom- 
plete, of a design as yet but partly carried into execu- 
tion. It is like a watch which is but partially made 
and put together. While there are evident strokes of 
fiuperior wisdom, and of a curious and noble design, 
there are also many things for which we cannot account, 
^nd the wisdom and utility of ^hich we never shall 
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perceive, till we see the whole in its finished state. 
The schemes of Providence will be completed only by 
the transactions of the great day. But completed they 
must be. The Divine wisdom, equity, and goodness 
will not remain for ever the subjects of dispute. He 
will bring forth His judgment as the light : and there- 
fore that day must come. Get your hearts impressed 
with its certainty, its terror, and its glory ; and " see- 
ing ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may 
be found of Him in peace, without spot, and blame- 
less." 

XIII. 

" Making request^ if by any means now at length I 
might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to 
come unto you'' — Rom. i. lo. 

These words disclose to us an important feature in 
the temper and habit of St. Paul's mind, — his devout 
and habitual recognition of the Providence of God. 
He was desirous to visit the imperial city ; but that, 
he saw, was impossible without Divine permission, and 
hence he was in the constant habit of making it a 
subject of prayer. 

When we are once brought really and truly to see 
Crod in any thing, we shall soon see Him in every 
thing. When we have once begun to behold the 
beauty of the Lord in His sanctuary, we shall soon 
see it in the daily and hourly events of life. After 
St. Paul had become acquainted with God in Christ, 
he soon perceived that all his goings were ordered by 
the Lord, that his life and breath were in the Divine 
hand \ and he was led, from that time, practically and 
prayerfully to acknowledge this in all his ways. He 
wished to visit Rome ; but durst not venture >a:^<5st3^ 
such a journey without ih,o "Dm'Si"^ ^^xajcasstfs^^ ^is^ 
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had no hope of accomplishing it but by the Divine 
blessing. 

Yet there are pwsons who profess to have learned 
religion at the feet of the great apostle, while they 
treat his sentiments and habits with contempt. It is 
foolish, they tell us, to think that God has anything 
to do with travelling; and however many joumies 
they take, they seldom consult or in any way refer to 
Him upon the subject. Although a servant would 
not presume to leave his home without consulting his 
master, and none but a disobedient child would go 
abroad without the leave of his parents, yet there are 
professing Christians who call God Father and Master, 
while they go in and out without asking His permis- 
sion, or imploring His blessing. The reason why they 
thus differ from this great apostle is not because they 
have more sense and more philosophy, but because 
they have less religion. The habit of living without 
God is no mark of a superior mind. St. Paul was a 
man of the HK>st elevated intellect, and yet his journey 
to Eome was the subject of unceasii^g prayer. 

It has been said by a pious man that he that will 
observe a Providence will never want a Providence to 
observe. But a very few years afber the date of this 
Epistle the desire of Paul was fulfilled, and tiiat in a 
manner which must have convinced him that it was in 
answer to prayer. So many doors for preaching the 
Grospel were opened for him in Asia and Greece, and 
the churches w&te so much in need of his presence, 
that to tear himself away from such a field of labour^ 
for the purpose of visiting Italy, appeared next to 
impossible. At length, however, he was torn aw^y 
W the hand of violence ajid persecution. Paul was 
also a poor man, and associated with a poor people; 
and the amount of passage money neoessaiy to convey 
him to Rome was not always at his command. At 
length, arrested by the Roman govenor, at the instance 
of tiie JewBj In order to escape from their malice^ he 
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*«ras constrained to appeal unto Onsar ; and so he was 
sent to .Rome, as a matter of course, in the character 
of a prisoner, by the civil authority, and at the public 
expense ; and while waiting there, until the Emperor 
oould hear his case, he continued " two whole years in 
iiis own hired house, receiving all who came unto him, 
and preaching the kingdom of God f and thus fulfilled 
his ministry in the capital of the world, according to 
his desire. 

Did we cherish the same spirit of unceasing prayer, 
we should doubtless experience much of the same 
grace. Disappointments, losses, and reverses in our 
temporal afiBnirs, are subjects of frequent and bitter 
complaint; but probably the number of these might 
be greatly lessened by the power of prayer. " In all 
thy ways acknowledge God, and He shall direct thy 
paths." Whoever acknowledges Him as Paul did will 
often see the tide of human affairs tamed in his favour, 
by an unseen hand, in such a way as will constrain 
him to say, '^This is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes.'' But whether this be the 
actual result or not, certain it is that we never enter 
fully into the spirit of the Christian religion until, 
after the example of this great apostle, our travelling 
and our resting, our going out and our coming in, 
our down-lying and our uprising, our trials and our 
pleasures, our buying and our selling, our profits 
and our losses, our joys and our sorrows, and all 
our earthly concerns, are sanctified by the habitual 
acknowledgment oi God, and by the exenasd of ua-^ 
ceasing prayer. 

XIV. 
Bun Ttoll:gbt8» 

There is a very close connexion between the inward 
thoughts and the outward b^komoxicc. ks^ "Ock&^^^i^ci^ 
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of a fountain naturally and necessarily overflow and 
run away, so a man's thoughts issue forth in corres- 
ponding words and deeds. The wise man has distinctly 
intimated that when an improper thought has been 
once formed and entertained, it is extremely difficult, 
if not wholly impossible, to avoid the words and acts 
to which it directly leads. If therefore we do not wish 
to be hurried into the one, we must not venture upon 
the other. "Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; 
and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber : for a bird 
of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath 
wings shall tell the matter." Although thoughts are 
formed in the chamber of the heart, they have no 
natural tendency to stay there. On the contrary, they 
press for utterance. They come forth and appear, not 
only in our sayings and doings, but also in our looks 
and gestures ; and this often at a time and in a manner 
altogether unknown to ourselves. So that if you suffer 
yourselves to cherish a criminal thought, you will soon 
be surprised to find that the thing has got abroad, and 
become known to those persons from whom you were 
the most anxious to conceal it. All this will be 
brought about in a way at once so rapid and unaccount- 
able, that it will seem as "if a bird of the air" had 
carried the news, and that which had "wings" had 
told the matter. If it is your wish that no sin should 
be found in your life, you must tolerate none in the 
heart. If you desire your words and actions to be 
lioly, you must see that your thoughts are pure and 
good. Our first and principal solicitude must be about 
the heart. 

"The love of Christ," says St. Paul, " constraineth 
us." While judging and reasoning and thinking upon 
it, they felt its moral force : they were carried away as 
by a torrent, and constrained to live for Him who had 
lived and died for alL The human mind will always 
assume something of the colour and character of those 
things on which it habitually thinks and dwells. 
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Henoe, says the apostle, '^ whatsoever things are just, 
pure, lovely, and of good report, if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these things/' 
Think on them, and you wiU do them. Think on 
them, and they will be received into your nature, and 
appear in your outward behaviour. Think of God in 
Christ, and you will resemble Him more and more. 
You are to be made like Him by looking at Him. If 
you desire to do more for God, and to speak more for 
God, and to enjoy more of Grod, you must think more 
of Him. 

Think of Him, and He will think of you. He 
remembered us in our low estate ; and He expects 
love for love, and thought for thought. 



"Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh ;" and a man is either bad or good, happy or 
miserable, according to the way in which his thoughts 
are generally employed. There are dying people who 
spend their time in looking at their fellow-sinners : 
hence they are frequently talking of the follies and 
faults of the persons by whom they are surrounded. 
But we shall be delivered from such a habit as this 
whenever our thoughts are brought to fix and settle 
upon their proper object. Job's friends were un- 
doubtedly to blame, and he exposed their errors and 
mistakes with great keenness and ability; but he 
became much less fluent on that subject after his 
thoughts had become more fully arrested and stayed 
upon his God. " I have heard of Thee by the hearing 
of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee : — ^where- 
fore," — ^now my attention is fixed, not upon other 
people, but upon myself, — I blame, not them, but 
myself, — "I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes." 

At the same time there is much in a sight of Grod 
to lift up the human mind, as well aa t^ ^'dsi.\*\^ ^^^\2l. 
Paul and Silas remembered t1[io\IlL«JBL'5^T\EL'C5x«tt^^c^^^^ 
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and th«j thought about His character and about His 
purposes of mercy in Christ Jesus, until they became 
all on fire with the subject, and at midnight they 
" prayed, and sang praises unto €rod ; and the prison 
ners heaard th«n." And why should not you cherish 
the same spirit? Perhaps you are afflicted, greatly 
afflicted, and yery much tried, — and so were th^. 
They were in gaol, in an inner prison, their backs 
bleeding with recent stripes, and their feet fast in the 
stocks : but their minds were £ree, and stiH tiiey 
thought of God. " Oh yes," say some of you, "and so 
could I ; but I have so many other things to tlnnk 
about. While I am caring and cariiag about the world 
and its affairs, the thought of God is driven out of my 
mind." And do you suppose that they had nothing 
to think about . I When men get into the hands of the 
police^ and are brought before a magistrate, and com- 
mitted to jail, they have need to have their wits about 
them. They thought about their liberty which was 
lost; they thought about their lives which were in 
danger; but they could not forget their God. Nor 
could they thhik of Him without singing His praises. 

XV. 

" Take iherefiore no thaug?tf for the morrow^ — 
Matt vL 34, 

Thb human mind is an active principle, and if we 
are not thinking about one thing, we shall be about 
another. The great design (^ €U)d in these words is 
to fir our attention upon Himself. He did not require 
us to think less about food and raiment that we might 
think more about politics and literature and philo- 
sophy, and tho8& other earthly things which are deemed 
moDfi dignsfied and noble in their nature. The character 
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of God is the gpreat subjeot whioh ought to occupy the 
mind of maa. The universe is full of Him ; and it is 
proper that He should fill the thoughts of His crea- 
tures. Whatever may engage a man's attention, 
whether he be picking up straws, or counting the stars^ 
gettictg money, or getting bread, or ruling the world, 
^ these things cause him to forget God, he acts the 
part of a fool. 

Great efforts have been made by our adorable Creator 
to force Himself upon our attention. He has spread 
before us the material universe, in all its magnitude 
and splendour, to lead us to think of its great Archir 
tect and Preserver. All the dispensations of Provi- 
dence^ whether of judgment or of mercy, are designed 
to call our attention to their Author. The wonderfUl 
scheme of our redemption by Christ is intended to 
bring ^' glory to God in the highest," by fixing upon 
Him the thoughts and affections of mankind. The 
great duty and privilege of the Gospel is to love the 
Lord our God with all our heart. Love always leads 
to the habit of thinking on the object beloved. The 
thoughts of the miser dwell upon his treasure ; and 
the man who truly loves God habitually and delight- 
fulHy meditates upon Hioa. The state of mind to 
which Providence and Bedemption are intended to 
bring us is thus described by the sacred writers : — 
" I have set the Lord always before me." " Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
Thee.'' A mind stayed upon God is a house foimded 
upon a rock, which can bid defiance to the winds and 
waves ; but a spirit settled upon the world ia a house 
built upon the sand ; and amidst all the storms of life, 
and the floods of death, it must fall; and great will be 
the fall of it. Our Lord calls our minds away from 
earth, in order that we may think upon God. When 
He says, " Take no thought for the morrow," He also 
says, '^ Let your thoughts be fixed and stayed upon 
Him who is your Father and Benefactotr, and on whom 
you entirely and constantly depend." 
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It may probably be objected that such a habit of 
mind is unfriendly to industry. If we think so much 
of God, it may be said, we shall forget our families, 
and neglect our employment, and of course be con- 
ducted to beggary and want. This, however, is most 
assuredly a misapprehension, since an habitual regard 
to God in Christ must lead to a very different result 
The language of the Creator to His creatures, both in 
the Old and New Testaments, is, that "with quietness 
they work, and eat their own bread." His sovereign 
pleasure, announced in the most distinct and emphatic 
manner, is, that if any will not work, neither shall he 
eat. St. Paul had heard of some among the Thes- 
salonians who walked " disorderly," " working not at 
all," but were " busy-bodies ;" and we may rest assured 
that these persons were destitute of the spirit of reli- 
gion, and strangers to habits of communion with God. 
When Joseph in Egypt was tempted to sin, he replied, 
" How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
Godf' From these words it is plain that amid all 
the changes of his eventful life, and under all the 
wrongs and privations he endured, he had set the Lord 
always before him. Yet this habitual reference to 
God did not impair his industry, or make him less 
careful about the temporal well-being of himself and 
his fellow-creatures. On the contrary, he was led by 
his habits of intercourse with God to become the father 
of his country, and the means of preserving, not only 
his own family, but all the people of Egypt, in a time 
of great scarcity and distress. The great apostle Paul 
was carried away by an overpowering torrent of love 
to Christ, and seemed to know and care about nothing 
but Him ; and this very principle caused him with his 
own hands to minister to his necessities, and to them 
that were with him, and thus to show to others how 
that so labouring they ought " to support the weak^ 
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
He said, It ib more blessed to give than to receive." 
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And if an habitual regard to God will not interfere 
with our industry, nor make us less diligent with 
reference to temporal things, neither will it prevent the 
prosperity of our labours ; nay, it will rather tend to 
ensure their success by bringing down upon them His 
almighty blessing. Accordingly, the Psalmist says, 
" Trust in the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed." As if he 
had said, " Take no thought for the morrow j let your 
thoughts be stayed on God ; humbly and diligently use 
the means which He has appointed; and assuredly 
this will not lead to beggary and ruin ; for. verily thou 
shalt be fed." Again, " Delight thyself also in the 
Lord, and He shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart." Poverty and rags are the things you dread ; 
food and raiment are the things you desire. Instead 
of taking thought for the morrow, find your enjoy- 
ment in meditating on the character of God, and in 
doing His will ; and He will deliver you from all that 
you fear, and give you all that you desire. 

The holy Psalmist has also further added, " Commit 
thy way unto the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall 
bring it to pass." You work that you may have bread. 
You are careful and saving that you may pay your 
way, and not get into debt. Do not therefore take the 
matter into your own hands by taking thought for the 
morrow ; but commit your way unto God, by staying 
your minds on Him, and He will bring it to pass, 
according to your labours and wishes. 

He has already given you life and a body; and is not 
life more than meat, and the body than raiment I 
Having given us the greater. He has obliged Himself 
to give the less. If a parent makes a present to a 
child, it is something complete, and fit for use. He 
would not give him a garment half made up, and 
which could not therefore be worn. Having given you 
life, God will give you meat; having given ^Qw^\i^^, 
He will provide raiment. Tho \)Vr^ «iX^ ift^^ ^JiiJiSass^^ 

I 
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they " neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into bams ; 
the lilies are clad, although they "neither toil, no 
spin;" and surely you will be fed and clothed whei 
you use all the means which God has appointed fo 
that end. 



afjij^T wmiwyi^. 



I. 

* * thixu Shalt Iflve tby; aeigl^twi w as 

thyself." 

Our whole life is to be constructed on a principle of 
benevolence. We are not to consider ourselves as 
isolated individuals, who have only to take care of our- 
selves and of our own concerns, but as parts of a gteat 
whole, as members of a vast social body, and are to 
treat all others as part of ourselves. We are to divide 
our advantages with them, and to employ our titne, 
our talents, and our property for their benefit as well 
as for our own. By hearkening to these benevolent 
commandments our peace will be made to flow like a 
river. Acts of justice and mercy to our fellow-men, as 
well as acts of piety towards God, shall in no wise lose 
their reward. 

To enable and require us to "do good" is the 
greatest blessing which Gk>d has to impart to man; 
because this is to make us, in our degree, like Himself. 

11. 

Jtntittttmianism and ittftdaUtg; vHhtikid^, 

James i. 27. 

ThbrB were many heresies introduced into the 
Christian church in the apostolic age. Some parties made 
all religion to consist in the performaxi^i^ ol ^^x\al\s!L<3NiX«- 
ward ceremonies; others, in the att^ixmieiiX* 0I ercci^s^^^o^. 
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degrees of knowledge; others, in the exercise of a 
strong faith ; — but all agreed in supposing that it had 
little to do in controlling the passions, or regulating 
the conduct. The general tendency of these systems 
of error was to relax the bonds of moral obligation. 
All who embraced them felt themselves eased and 
liberated, in reference both to the sins and sorrows of 
their fellow-men; that is, they thought themselves 
freed from the self-denial of abstaining from their sins, 
and also from the trouble and expense of relieving 
their sorrows. The natural consequence was, that they 
were often found in the company of sinners, and but 
seldom among the poor and afflicted, to help and 
console. 

Now, says the apostle, the genuine principles of 
Divine truth are just the reverse of all this. They 
have no sympathy with human wickedness ; they have 
much sympathy with human sorrow. Their effect is 
to alienate a man from sinners, and to unite him to 
sufferers. Whoever is living under their influence will 
be found leaving the haunts of wickedness, and going 
to the abodes of misery. "Pure religion and unde- 
filed," — ^that spirit and temper which God puts into the 
hearts of His people, and which alone He will approve 
and accept at the last, — leads them "to visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction," and to keep 
themselves " unspotted from the world.'* 

While rebuking the Antinomians of his own age, the 
apostle has at the same time furnished a reply to the 
infidels of our own day. These are taken up with 
various earthly discoveries and improvements, and 
would fain persuade ns that religion is an antiquated 
thing, the offspring of former ignorance and folly, and 
altogether beneath the notice of a thinking and intelli- 
gent man. To all such arguments and insinuations we 
have a ftdl reply, when St. James here tells us, in a few 
words, what is the practical tendency of the Grospel, 
and what it proposes to do for mankind. 
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First of all, its design is to bring the fallen soul of 
man back again to God, and to open a friendly inter- 
course between him and his adorable Creator : In the 
next place, to preserve him from all the corrupt princi- 
ples and practices which have so long been the reproach 
and curse of mankind : Lastly, to make men kind and 
benevolent one towards another, more especially to the 
weak, the unprotected, and the sick. While the 
Gospel is bestowing all this happiness, preventing so 
much wickedness and misery, and drying so many 
tears, is it possible that any body can persuade you that 
it is nothing better than " a cunningly-devised fable?" 
As men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of 
thistles ; so, holiness and happiness are never produced 
by imposture and delusion. Is it possible that any 
person can make you think such a religion as this 
unworthy of your attention, and that you are better 
without it than with iti To be actuated by these 
principles, is it not to live the life of an angel, and to 
enjoy a heaven upon earth ? 

III. 

" jFor this cause, when I could no longer forbeary I sent 
to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have 
tempted you, and our labour be in vain" — i Thess. iii. 5. 

These words are clearly the language of a heart not 
employed in thinking about self, but melting and 
glowing with tenderness and concern respecting other 
people. Although himself a persecuted wanderer, 
obliged to flee from place to place in order to save his 
life, yet the apostle was filled with solicitude about 
these Thessalonian converts ; and at length became so 
uneasy on their account as to be CiOtxi^^'b^ \*^ ^<sscSsw 
forth hiB beloved Timothy to inqvuie *mlo ^(Jii^Yt ^vtss^oss^- 
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stances, and render them such assistance as might be 
within his power. 

What is commonly called good riatv/re has been com- 
pared to Christian charity, and the spirit of Gallio 
mistaken for that of Paul. According to profane 
history, Gallio was an eminently good-natured man, 
ever ready to perform an act of kindness, and one who 
avoided whatever was unjust and dishonourable. What 
is said of him in the New Testament tends to confirm 
this favourable report of his character. There are 
many among ourselves who possess a similarly kind 
ai^d happy temper, which has led them to perform 
many good and benevolent actions ; and who therefore 
conclude that they resemble the true servants of 
Christ, that they share in the spirit which dictated 
these words, tod that they love their neighbour as 
themselves. But good nature and Christian love are 
not one and the same thing. In several respects they 
are essentially distinct. 

Good nature is a naturalf and Christian love is a 
gracious endowment. One is the result of a happy 
constitution of body and mind : the other is the moral 
life of God communicated to the soul of man. The 
former is bom with us: the latter is a gift which is 
subsequently bestowed. There never was a period in 
the history of Gallio in which he was not well-disposed 
a^d kind-hearted ; but Paul did not always possess the 
charity which distinguished the later years of his life. 

Good nature exists independently of the Gospel; 
but Christian love is produced and sustained entirely by 
evangelical teaching. It is possessed only by those who 
are acquainted with the story of redeeming love, and 
who understand how God for Christ's sake hath loved 
and forgiven them ; and it is always the most vigorous 
and fruitful in those whose minds are most fully 
imbued with the truths of our holy religion. 

Mere good nature will weep at a funeral, inquire 
about the sick, relieve the poor, melt at the sight of 
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tlbe miseries of war, and hasten to help the widow and 
the fatherless ; but there are other forms of wretohed- 
ness and danger of which it takes no co^izance what- 
ever. Christian love does all this ; but it does a great 
deal more. It looks at every mode of outward and 
temporal bereavement and suffering, and hastens to 
relieve them ; but it also looks at man's moral nature, 
at the laws he has violated, the judgment that awaits 
him, and the heaven and the hell that belong to the 
moral government of God. Paul thought much about 
these Thessalonian converts : what were the circum- 
stances in their case which most filled him with solici- 
tude % He thought of the sorrows of the sick, the 
privations of the poor, the defects of their civil govern- 
ment, and the troubles of their outward condition : but, 
above all, of their many temptations to sin, and the 
guilt and ruin in which they would be involved, if they 
should be drawn to save their property or their lives 
by denying the L(»:d that bought them. He thought 
about the Gentile nations, and the miseries under 
which they groaned. But he considered not merely 
the delusion involved in idolatry, and the way in which 
it affected the outward and temporal condition of the 
people, but the wilful apostaoy in which the system 
began. He thought of an idolater as of a man who 
was without God and without hope in the world. 

Paul thought of the Thessalonian converts until he 
could neither rest by day, nor sleep by night ; and he 
was morally compelled to make some eiS^rt on their 
behalf. Jesus " remembered us in our low estate," and 
set His heart upon saving us : and if that mind be in 
us which was in Him, and which also dwelt in His 
holy apostles, we shall think of our fellow-Christians, 
of our unconverted countrymen, of heathen idolators, 
of unbelieving Jews. We shall think of the genera- 
tions yet unborn, and of the provision which is or 
ought to be made for the instruction and ^%^:<^^^sscL ^ 
the world. We shall think ot ttie^^^ ^Xjm^^ xssa&SL-w. 
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can "no longer forbear," until our thoughts break 
forth in words and actions, and we become, each in his 
measure, "the- light of the world, and the salt of the 
earth." 

IV. 

" Let us not be weary in well-doing^ — Gal. vi. 9. 

1. Well-doing begins in an act of submission to 
Christ. The philosophy of this sentiment is contained 
in the history of Saul of Tarsus. He was a man of 
great learning, great energy, upright intentions, and a 
thorough patriot \ but it was a mistake on his part t<J 
think that he could mend the plans of his Maker, or 
promote the interests of his countrymen by a course of 
opposition to Christ. Christ is the head of all philan- 
thropists. God proposes to bless mankind by the 
agency and mediation of His Son. Paul never became 
a blessing to the world until he began to obey Christ, 
and to carry out and fulfil His high, and holy, and 
benevolent designs. 

At the present day there is a great deal of spurious 
and anti-Christian benevolence abroad. There are 
patriots who talk of promoting the good of the country 
by subverting the institutions of Christianity. It 
seems to be the opinion of many that the world would 
become wonderfully happy, if they could but abolish 
the Sabbath, and bring the principles of revealed reli- 
gion into neglect. But all who dream that they have 
found out a better method of doing good to the world 
than that which is revealed by God in the New Testa- 
ment, and of which the Lord Jesus Christ is the great 
Head and Director, are mere quacks in benevolence, 
who are sure to torment and kill, while they profess to 
comfort and to cure. If you wish to do good, submit 
jroaraelvea to Christ, accept of Hia mercy^ place your- 
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selves at His disposal, and make it your simple busi- 
ness to do His will, and to fulfil His purposes of infinite 
wisdom and love. 

2. While true well-doing begins in submission to 
Christ, so it constantly springs from a principle of love 
to Him. Nothing but this holy fire burning in a man's 
soul will urge him onward in a course of well-doing, 
and enable him to persevere amidst all its attendant 
discouragements. Eemember, we are not called to do 
good merely in the poor paltry style of our fellow-men, 
but to be merciful " as our Father in heaven is merci- 
ful." And this is not to be done " grudgingly, nor of 
necessity." In well-doing there is to be " good mea- 
sure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over." We must cherish the spirit of him who said, 
" Neither count I my life dear unto myself, if I may 
but fulfil the ministry and service enjoined upon me 
by the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Some professors of religion say they have no time, 
and some have no money, and some no talents. In 
the path of duty they see nothing but difficulties ; and 
this is impossible, and that cannot be done. One has 
his business, and another has his family, and a third 
is afraid of his health. Yet these people tell us that 
upon Christ they build their hopes and their all, for 
time and eternity. Without Him, their condition in 
the hour of death and in the day of judgment would 
be that of the house built upon the sand; through 
Him, they hope to be like the house founded upon a 
rook. Without His atonement and intercession, they 
cannot escape the wrath of God and the pains of hell; 
through it, they expect consolation in death, boldness 
in the day of judgment, and an entrance into the 
presence of God. According to their own account, 
Christ is their light, their life, their salvation, their all 
in all, for ever. Yet, after all this, love to Him does not 
in them assume the form of a master '^^^'^Vovi^ ^>x!L^^£&sl^ 
them on to do IDs will, and set ioT\i)Q. Tai\^ y^^^* 
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What we all want is a brighter apprehension of the 
love of God to us in the gift of His Son. We must 
think of it again. St. Paul says, " The love of Christ 
constraineth us." Like a powerful current of water, 
it sweeps all our objections and excuses away, and 
bears us forward on its mighty bosom to such lengths 
of labour and usefulness as we thought it impossible 
for us ever to reach. What it did for them, it can do 
for us ; and if we saw the death of Christ more clearly, 
and felt its influence more deeply, we should, in spte 
of ourselves, be — 

** Ooiistram'd by Jesu's love to live 
The servants of mankind." 

V. 

Whoever attempts the conversion of a sinner will 
be sure to meet with opposition. Nothing can qualify a 
Christian to grapple with such a spirit as this but a 
perfect love of God and man. The coals of love are 
" coals of fire." Love is a moral power which acts 
upon stubborn spirits like fire upon metals, and causes 
even the iron sinew in the neck to become soft and 
pliable. Eloquence is pleasing ; but it is often baffled. 
Power makes itself felt ; but it is frequently resisted, 
and set at nought. Wealth has its influence upon 
others ; but it is not seldom hated and despised. But 
" charity never failethj" and there are many persons 
whose qualifications in other respects are very slender 
indeed, yet who, having been sanctified wholly, and 
filled with love to God, have been eminently owned of 
Him, rendered - extensively useful to their fellow-men, 
and many will be their " crown of rejoicing " in the day 
of the Lord Jesus. 
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^^Buf lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven^ — 
Mat vi. 20. 

« 

But although the practice of giving money in charity 
may, according to the principles of the Christian 
religion, be very profitable for individuals, according to 
the principles of political economy, it is very injurious 
to the community at large. " If," it is said, '* you visit 
and relieve a man in old age, sickness, and poverty, or 
institute a society for such purposes, this will soon 
become known, and the general conclusion drawn from 
it will be, that what you have done once you will do 
again. Hence those who are in perfect health and 
strength, instead of trusting to their own resources for 
help in the day of distress, will rely upon your liberality. 
Instead of looking forward to the time of old age and 
sickness, and making provision for it by present 
industry, frugality, and self-denial, they will become 
thoughtless and prodigal, in the expectation that your 
charity will help them, as it has done others, in the 
day of their distress. When that day comes, your 
funds are exhausted, and you cannot relieve the misery 
which your ill-judged liberality has occasioned. By 
relieving one case of want you have created two, or 
ten, and done more harm than good." 

Probably political economy cannot relieve misery 
without increasing it. This celebrated science is but a 
modification of philosophy ; and human depravity has 
always been too strong for l^uman philosophy. Ever 
since man became a sinner, his philosophy has been 
trying to check and control his depravity; but the 
actual result has been (except so far as God has inter- 
fered) that the world has been growing worse and 
worse. In utter defiance of all thi& "^Vi\!LQ^cy^jK^ ^ "^i^iR^ 
command of God to man is, ttiaV. ^^Xx^^^Sa^*^^*^^^^ 
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lieved, wherever it exists in connexion with the means 
of relief. He is the great Owner of all the property 
upon earth, and the great Father of the human family. 
The tendencies and issues of all things are perfectly known 
to Him ; and He can trace human actions to their most 
distant results and consequences. 

This command is further enforced by the promise of 
a great and glorious reward. When a master not only 
issues his commands to his servants, but proceeds to 
stimulate their activity and zeal by promises and re- 
wards, it is plain that he not only wishes them to do 
his work, but to do it in the most thorough and 
eflfectual manner. Thus does God urge His people, by 
the prospect of the most splendid rewards, to give 
plenteously, and disperse their property among the sick 
and needy. 

To ask what class of Christians are required to give, 
is like asking what portion of the people of England 
are expected to be free. Blessed be God ! we are aU 
free here. Universal personal freedom is not more in 
accordance with the great principles of our civil consti- 
tution than universal liberality is in accordance with 
the fundamental principles of the Gospel. Our civil 
constitution has been reared by the spirit of freedom ; 
and the entire evangelical system has been produced 
by the spirit of liberality. Christianity began by 
giving; and is propagated by giving. The blessed 
Grod not only gives us rain and fruitful seasons ; but 
He " so loved the world as to give His only-begotten 
Son " for its redemption. Christ loved us, and " gave 
Himself" for us. The Gospel, with all its blessings, is 
the gift of God. The holy apostles freely gave their 
lives and their all, and lived and died in the service of 
mankind. All Christians are expected to imbibe this 
spirit, and to act upon this principle. The rich must 
give, and the poor must give. Giving is the family spirit 
and the family practice in " the household of faith." 
Jn the Christian community giving \a tVi'a T\ile, and 
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receiving the exception. We must paxt with the habit 
of giving just as an Englishman parts with his liberty; 
that is, only in a desperate case, and when he cannot 
possibly help it. The spirit of freedom has prevailed 
in our country until it has driven slavery out of the 
land. It will be a happy thing when the spirit of 
pauperism is eradicated in the same way. We mean 
that spirit which leads a man to choose to beg rather 
than work : to depend upon others rather than upon 
himself. But the way to expel this vile spirit is not 
by contracting the system of Christian liberality, but 
by extending it. It must be made universal. All 
men everywhere must be taught to give. As the dark- 
ness is driven away by the presence of the light, so the 
spirit of selfishness and pauperism will be banished 
from the minds of men by the universal prevalence of 
the charity and liberality of the Gospel of Christ. 

That wicked men will sometimes abuse this liberality 
is what may reasonably be expected. There is nothing 
which human depravity cannot abuse. It has perverted 
the Gospel itself. The evils which may be connected 
with Christian liberality are all accidental, and spring 
from a foreign source. Its blessings and advantages 
are innumerable, and arise, naturally and necessarily, 
out of the system itself. 

Christian liberality is the parent of industry. When 
the fire of love to God and man is kindled in a human 
bosom, it always puts the powers of mind and body in 
motion. He who wishes to give will begin to work 
that he may obtain something to give. Sturdy beggars 
tell us they can find nothing to do: charitable 
people are always busy. St. Paul laboured with his 
own hands j but it was love that made him do so : for 
he laboured in order that he might give. "These 
hands," he said, " have ministered to my necessities, 
and to them that were with me." 

It may appear strange, but it is neverthftUss^ \ ax>3^^ 
that Christian liberality {eods to ecowynvy orftA fru^olMP 
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for a wish to give often leads people to try to saife. 
The apostle John has described the qualifications of 
the person who is expected to be charitable. It is he 
who "hath this world's good." He who has somethitig 
which is truly and properly his own. Not the man 
who has been running into debt until he is insolvent. 
If we give at all, it must not be our neighb6m(^' 
property, but our own. Our Maker has said, " I the 
Lord love judgment; I hate robbery for burnt offering." 
We must therefore have " this world's good," that We 
may enjoy the privilege of giving. Men wish to give, 
and find that they must have in order to give, and then 
begin to save in order that they may have. The 
greatest frugality and economy have often been con- 
nected with the greatest liberality; and many have 
thus actually become enriched by an inclination to 
give. 

The habit of giving fosters a contented a/nd grateful 
stcUe of mind. David says, " Blessed is the man that 
considereth the poor." It is the constant habit of the 
liberal man to consider the poor. He wishes to give, 
and hence he looks about to see who is in need ; and 
further considers which of these ife is most proper to 
relieve, and how to do it wisely and effectual^. The 
selfish man, on the other hand, considers the rich. He 
is eager to receive ; and they are the parties who have 
something to give. The result iSj that he looks only 
on those whose circumstances are better than his own, 
and of course becomes filled with a spirit of discontent. 
But the liberal man, who " considereth the poor," looks 
chiefiy at those more wretched than himself and hence 
not only becomes contented with his own condition, 
but is filled with thankfulness to God, who has screened 
him from so many afflictions he might have been called 
to endure. 

Acts of liberality, springifig fifom right principles, 
are acc^i>tahie to God, cmd are crowned by His Ue^mg, 
Odr Lotd said to His foHowers, '' T«ke bead that ye do 
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not your alms before men to be seen of them." It is 
with some people a point of importance to have their 
liberality known and acknowledged; they give away 
considerable sums, and that is all the recompense they 
are ever likely to obtain. Our Lord did not mean to 
take away this little paltry reward, without giving us 
something better in its place. St. Paul says, " With 
such sacrifices God is well pleased." Enoch had ''this 
testimony, that he pleased God." The plaudits of little 
children are important to those who can obtain nothing 
better ; but those who have served their country, and 
received the thanks of Parliament, and all the honours 
their sovereign has to give, will think little of the 
other. 

It may appear somewhat strange that in the Scrip- 
tures cheerfulness should be made an ingredient of 
Christian liberality. "The Lord loveth a cheerful 
giver." It is sometimes a hard task with men to part 
with their money : yet true Christian liberality is sure 
to lead to cheerjvhieaa. It is the best proof we can 
exhibit of an entire trust in God. It is in vain to talk 
of trusting God, until we have learned to give. Those 
who trust Hira with their money> by giving it away on 
the strength of His promises, trust Him with their all; 
and they " shall not be confounded." 

VIL 

For consider that it is but a small portion that is 
allotted to us. Man that is bom of a woman, hath 
but a short time to live. His days and nights fly 
with, the swiftness of a weaver's shuttle. Of this very 
short period much is already gone. As to the future, 
suppose we live several years longer, the gi^eatest pro- 
portion of these must be spent in the necessary avoca- 
tions of Ufe. Little can b^ ^v^«\i ^YtoRjOc^ \si *<i5^^ 
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ooncems of eternal salvation. But in fact we are only 
sure of the present. We have not an instant to lose. 

Consider also in what light time is viewed by men when 
they are laid on the bed of death. It is said that Hagar 
wept when the water in her bottle was spent ; and it is 
no uncommon thing for men to weep when their time is 
spent. They then stand upon that point which divides 
mortal from immortality. They have both worlds in 
their view ; and they see the importance of time by 
its connection with eternity. When the subject is 
placed in such a light as this, even good men often 
lament their misspent time. Their prevailing senti- 
ment in these solemn circumstances is, that were they 
entrusted with life again, they would be far more 
prompt and diligent in the pursuit of salvation than 
they actually have been. What then are the feelings 
of an awakened and unpardoned sinner in these awful 
circumstances, when he sees the harvest is past, and 
the summer is ended, and he is not saved ? Can we 
hear these lament their foolish and mistaken conduct^ 
and still continue to tread in their steps % 

But let us draw aside the veil, and ask what is the 
light in which time is viewed by lost spirits. Ask them 
how they came to this sad place, and they will answer, 
as with one consent, "By the misimprovement of 
time." " I attended to my business," says one ; " but 
I forgot my soul." " I. slept," says another, "when I 
should have watched ; I trifled, when I should have 
prayed; I indulged in frothy conversation, when I 
ought to have been searching the Scriptures." Were 
these men suffered to return to the world, would they 
not be ready literally to execute the apostle's resolution 
" not to know anything among men, save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified?" This is a privilege which we 
possess ; but which they are not permitted to enjoy. 

Consider also the great profit of this work. No 
man likes an unproductive employment. It is reward 
that sweetens labour. The man who redeems time is 
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constantly gaining ; be who trifles it away is as con- 
stantly losing; and when each comes to strike the 
balance of bis account at the last, bow vast will be the 
difference ! God gave to each a talent of opportunity. 
The one improved it, the other squandered it away ; 
and this is the true reason of the difference between 
lost souls and glorified spirits. It is of no consequence 
upon what a man has laid out his talent of oppor- 
tunity, if he has not laid it out so as to gain heaven 
by it, it is a total loss : he has lost both principal and 
interest. He who makes a right use of his time will 
gain all the blessings of grace and glory. 

VIII. 

JgatJtb and ^^mjzn. 

2 Peter i. 12—15. 

Every true Christian is connected with two worlds. 
He is an inhabitant of earth, but an heir of heaven. 
He is as really connected with heaven as was the prophet 
Elijah, when he had received an intimation that he was 
about to be conveyed away from earth by a chariot of 
fire. He may be unn^oticed and unknown ; but there 
belongs to him a '' house not made with hands," and 
an 'inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away." Yet those very persons who are so 
closely allied to heaven, and are shortly to enter the 
presence of their Master, are inhabitants of earth, and 
in all respects identified with the present state of 
things. As members of civil and religious society, 
they are expected to bear their part in all that is 
pleasant and all that is disagreeable in the general 
business of life. God says to His covenant people, 
" Be ye holy ; for I am holy :" and in the same book 
it is written, " Deal not falsely ; neither lie one to 
another." The commonest dutvea o^ Taot^^Tj^^i^'^^^ 



130 Earth and Heaven, 

man owes to man, whatever is due to our families, to 
our neighbours, to our country, is a part of that holi- 
ness " without which no man shall see the Lord." 
While living on earth we must be actuated by the 
spirit of heaven ; and in performing the duties of life, 
we must be influenced by motives derived from our 
Creator and Kedeemer. At the same time, we are 
directed in the New Testament practically to remember 
our connexion with heaven, and to be like servants 
watching for the coming of their master. 

This two-fold spirit is fostered by the Gospel of 
Christ. No man can have its solemn lessons continu- 
ally in his tnind without becoming a useful member 
of society here, while he has " a good hope " through 
grace, and is expecting soon to be a glorified spirit in 
the presence of his adorable Saviour. 

Stephen is described as a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Ghost. The verities of the Gospel had 
taken entire possession of his mind. These great 
evangelical truths filled his understanding, inflamed 
his affections, and controlled and directed every part 
of his conduct. It was because he was connected 
with this world, and sympathized with all the soitows 
of humanity, and especially because he was tenderly 
interested in the necessities of widows and children, 
that he was appointed to the office of a deacon. At 
the same time his conduct shows how closely he was 
connected with the world to come, and how full and 
joyous was his hope of future glory. Had he been a 
merely worldly-minded man, he would have confined 
himself to the duties of his office, been content to 
" serve tables " &nd take care of the poor, and would 
have avoided the terrible martyrdom to which he was 
doomed. But death had no terrors to him on account 
of his connexion with heaven. His mind was full of 
the teachings of the Gospel. It was a sight of the 
reward prepared for those who turn many to righte- 
oasnesa which led him to act as he did. While 
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his enemies passed upon him the sentence of death, 
he said, " I see heaven opened, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God." In the very act of dying he 
committed his spirit into the hands of Jesus, and 
afterwards peaceably "fell asleep." 

Were we always thinking of the things of which 
Jesus thought we should probably tread in His steps, 
live as He lived, and die as He died. In all His 
conduct we see nothing like indifference to this world 
because He was about to leave it. His last addresses 
to His disciples evinced the most tender concern for 
their welfare. His very last act on earth was to bless 
and encourage them. Even as IJe hung upon the 
cross, and was engaged in that great redeeming act 
which had been contemplated in the counsels of God 
from eternity. He committed His mother to the care 
of His servant John in language which led that 
disciple to take her to his own house, and provide 
for her till her death. 

While the conduct of Jesus so clearly showed that 
He was fully connected with this world, the actions 
of His disciples showed them equally connected with 
that which is to come. It was the hope of rejoining 
their glorified Master which led them to set the Jewish 
authorities at defiance, and to go on spreading the 
Gospel. They would not have displayed such a noble 
courage, nor risen to such lofty heroism in the cause of 
Christ, had they not expected in due time to follow 
Him to heaven. 

Dorcas was a devout Christian woman, " full of good 
works and almsdeeds which she did." This excellent 
female sickened and died. Peter became the instru- 
ment of restoring her to life. During her life-time she 
had felt like one of the inhabitants of this world, and 
had employed herself in making coats and garments 
for the poor. She had been not merely in the suburbs 
of heaven, but had actually seen " the Ki\i^ \\!l "^52>s^ 
beauty," and entered the good land. ^\i\Oti\.o\\a»^:^'^^<a?fic^ 
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" far oflf." When restored from death to life, all her 
former feelings would return ; she would resume her 
employment of making garments for the poor, and 
clearly show that her interest in all that appertained 
to the well-being of this world was not abated in the 
slightest degree. 

That religion which fosters a love to the people in 
this world, even in those who are nearest to heaven, 
also allures to Paradise those who are most intimately 
connected with earth and its concerns. Young people 
who know the Word of God, and have their minds 
filled with its truths, will feel themselves closely con- 
nected with heaven, and find their heart and their 
treasure already there. They may die soon, or they 
may be, for many years, strangers and pilgrims upon 
earth ; but the Bible will teach them to regard heaven 
as their home. If they die in early life, their angels 
shall see the face of our Father in heaven ; if they live 
on to a good old age, and are gathered as. a shock of 
com fully ripe, they shall find themselves in the gamer 
of God. 

St. Peter here says, "7 will endeavour that ye may 
he able ajter my decease to ha/oe these things always in 
remmhlrancer This is the language of an old man to 
those who were far younger than himself. He expected 
soon to put off" his tabernacle or covering of clay, and 
his soul would stand naked in the presence of its Judge. 
But before his departure he had made arrangements so 
that those he had left behind might still hear of the 
heaven to which he had gone. He well knew that 
while the truths of the Gospel filled their minds, they 
would influence their conduct, render them attentive 
to both the worlds with which they were connected, 
and lead them at once to discharge all the duties of the 
present life, and at the same time practically to seek 
the things which are above, " where Christ sitteth at 
the right hand of God." 
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IX. 

I Thess. i. 6. 

The Thessalonians, in much affliction, in the midst 
of uproar and confusion, insults and injuries, not only 
received the Gospel, and felt its transforming influence 
upon their hearts and lives, but also became a blessing 
to others. While the apostles were rendered exten- 
sively useful to others, they were great suflferers 
themselves. They were very poor, though making 
many rich. They endured hunger and thirst, and 
cold and nakedness, imprisonment and reproach. Yet 
in the midst of all these calamities they turned the 
world upside down. The Thessalonian converts were 
led to imitate these bright examples. While they 
endured the same sufiferings, they engaged in the same 
labours of love. A poor widow was seen to cast in two 
mites, the whole of her property, into the treasury of 
the Lord ; and many such, since then, have contributed 
liberally and efficiently to the cause of Christ. Perhaps 
you have been deprived of your friends ; and so can do 
nothing but weep and lament. So was Elisha deprived 
of his father when Elijah went up " by a whirlwind into 
heaven." But then, instead of abandoning himself to 
grief and despair, he caught his mantle, and went on 
with his work. Perhaps yoii have large and dependent 
families, and are obliged to care much and to labour hard 
in order to get them bread. So had many of the New 
Testament saints. Each man was to provide for his 
own house ; and yet with all their cares and toils to do 
good and to communicate they were not to forget ; 
"for with such sacrifices," — and especially in such 
circumstances, — " God is well pleased." Perhaps you 
are connected with wicked men, Yiko \x^^\* ^!i^ ^^scss^xia* 
religion with opposition and oontetK^Y.. ^\S!^^<5jvi.«s55k 
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called to do good. Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, 
and delivered the testimony of Jesus with still greater 
energy and eflfect when the Jews were heard to contra- 
dict and blaspheme. If you are Christians, although 
you may be suffering Christians, still you are the lights 
of the world ; and those lamps which are kindled by 
the hand of God, and fed with oil from heaven, often 
bum most brightly, and shine most gloriously during 
the dark and dreary night of affliction. You are the 
salt of the earth; and your seasoning power will be felt, 
even when you are crushed and broken by the 
calamities of life. 

X. 

Still i\%^vz is i^ftpB. 

We are often filled with gloomy and distressing 
thoughts by the obstinacy of sinners. But when we 
consider that this is the work of God, and that it is in 
His hands, we begin to feel something of hope and 
encouragement. St. Stephen was so full of the , Holy 
Ghost that his enemies were unable to resist the spirit 
and wisdom with which he spake. Yet Saul of Tarsus 
heard the sayings of this devout man, and witnessed 
his martyrdom, and his heart remained unsubdued and 
untouched. But when he was met by the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself, he fell to the earth, and his spirit sub- 
mitted at once. Many sinners have resisted their 
parents and their ministers, and their pious frieods; 
but they have not yet done with God, and we hope He 
has not yet done with them. They may yet be con- 
strained to cry out, "I have heard of Thee by the 
hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeth Thee. 
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes." " God be merciful to me a sinner." 
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XI. 

I Peter ii. 5. 

A STONE brought from the quarry, and placed in a 
building, is not only the subject of a great change in 
itself, but it becomes united to other stones ; and these 
together constitute one temple, characterized, it may 
be, by the utmost grandeur and magnificence, and 
devoted to the noblest purposes. Every true believer is 
not only justified and sanctified in himself, but is at 
the same time incorporated with a vast and holy com- 
munity, and becomes a part of that house which is 
"builded together for an habitation of God through 
the Spirit.'' He must therefore cherish sentiments of 
brotherly love towards all who hold the Head, and are 
united to the great Foundation and Corner-stone of the 
church. A contrary temper originates in a principle of 
pride, when individuals think of themselves more 
highly than they ought to think. What is a single 
stone or beam, when taken out of the building to 
which it belongs ? A mere useless piece of lumber, fit 
only to be carried away and put out of sight. Indi- 
viduals are apt to forget how much of their personal 
importance and usefulness arises from their connexion 
with their brethren. The members of the church may 
differ from each other, just as the materials which 
compose a temple were brought from different •places, 
and are possessed of different properties. The stones 
must not affect to despise the timber or the glass, nor 
thd ornamental the plainer parts, nor the roof to look 
down with contempt upon the floor ; for they are all 
mere materials in the hands of the great builder, and 
they together constitute but one temple. The followers 
of Christ are exhorted to "love one another, with a 
pure heart fervently." Christians are to ^\A \3w5ct ^-^^ 
honour and their own happmeE^ m\c>VYCL^^^^ ^«c<\sl^ 
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their brethren. Love is at once the cement and the 
glory of the church. This will render her firmer than 
a rock, and brighter than the sun ; and prepare her to 
repel all the attacks of her enemies, to glorify God, and 
to bless and save the world. 

XII. 

On many accounts it is necessary that good people 
should understand one another. All of them know the 
Lord, each man for himself, from the least unto the 
greatest ; but something of what each knows of Grod 
must be made known to his fellows. Men seldom 
become proficient in any thing which they are afraid 
to discuss, or don't like to talk about between them- 
selves. Learning and philosophy are advanced by 
conversation and the interchange of mind with mind. 
If we are to make any progress in religion, or to be 
anything better than dwarfs in godliness, it must 
become with us the topic of free and frequent converssr 
tion. Scenes must be realized among ourselves similar 
to that which took place among the disciples at Jeru- 
salem, when it was said to the two brethren, just 
returned from Emmaus, "The Lord is risen indeed, 
Q,nd hath appeared to Simon," — and they reported how 
He had talked with them on the road, and was made 
known to them in breaking of bread; and while 
this conversation was going on, Jesiis Himself drew 
near, and "stood in the midst.'' If we are to make 
cmything out in religion, we must be in a position to 
taU: about it ; so that one may say, " Come hither, all 
ye that fear God, and I will tell you what He hatii 
done for my soul;" while a second replies, " I sought 
the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all 
mj fears;" and a third reports, "This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him, and aa^ed bmi oMt of all 
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his taroubles.*' This will stir up the fire of our piety, 
aiid we shall magnify the Lord, and ezalt His nanne 
together. We are all aware that there is but little of 
■^ this going on in the world. Every man knows a little 
of the outward circumstances of his neighbour, but is 
often afraid to ask him what he knows concerning God, 
and the affairs of his soul and of eternity. We are 
therefore sent into the church that we may know what 
is meant by the communion of saints, and learn to have 
fellowship one with another, and also with God and 
His Son. 

XIII. 

" I exhort therefore^ that prayers, and giving of thanks^ 
he made .... for kings, and for all that are 
in authority,^^ — i Tim. ii. i, 2. 

Christians are to cultivate a spirit of patriotism. 
They are honestly and zealously to seek the well-being 
of the country in which they live. Especially they are 
to seek its prosperity by advancing its religion ; and to 
endeavour, by instruction and by a holy life to bring 
their countrymen to God, and by earnest prayer to 
bring God to their countrymen. They are thus to seek 
to bring heaven and earth together; to draw their 
country into the neighbourhood of the celestial regions; 
to link the throne of their sovereign to the throne of 
God) and thereby, as far as possible, to turn their 
earthly abode into a paradise. 

The apostle is here inculcating intercessory prayers ; 
such as respect not ourselves, but others, especially 
those with whom we are politically connected. Prayers 
which are selfish and personal must indeed precede 
those which are intercessory. Paul was a man of 
mighty and abundant prayer : he pro^^d ^ot ^Sccosi^^s?^ 
and for na(;Jons ; for ministera, and.Vm^^«cA««!^'^^^'^ 
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but he began by praying for himself : and every one of 
us must go and do likewise. But while we begin here, 
we must also be concerned for our country ; we must 
ask on behalf of all men, and especialiy for rulers, and 
" all that are in authority," those blessings which they 
need, and which Grod has promised to bestow. 

Let us remember that civil government, however 
well administered, cannot attain its end without the 
concurrence and blessing of Almighty God. Magis- 
trates and ministers both derive their office and 
authority from God, and are both dependent upon Him 
for success in that work which is given them to do. 
That religion and morality which is the life and soul of 
public happiness and prosperity has its seat in the 
heart. It can only be planted there by a Divine hand. 
Men can only lead " a quiet and peaceable life " while 
they live "in all godliness and honesty;" and godliness 
is the gift of God imparted to man. Magistrates may 
enforce the laws, by punishing those who break them, 
and thereby do something to deter others; but the 
Holy Spirit only can extinguish those evil desires which 
are the elements and vital principles of crime. Magis- 
trates may comniand what is right to be done ; but 
God alone can give men the disposition and ability to 
do it. What can a minister do without the Holy 
Spirit? He may be learned and eloquent; but he 
will be powerless, and his people will grow formal 
and worldly, in spite of it all. So a magistrate may be 
vigilant and talented and upright; but without a 
blessing from God resting on his labours, the people 
will become wicked, and consequently discontented 
and miserable. 

But of all Christians, surely English Christians are 
the most bound to pray " for kings, and for all that are 
in authority.*' We take the liberty of censuring our 
governors when they appear to do wrong. This w,e 
insist upon as a right; and this right we are very ready 
to use, and not a,lwa,j& with perfect, modftratlon. Now, 
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it is cruel and unjust to censure and expose any man's 
weaknesses and faults when we have not used our best 
endeavours to correct them, and therefore to Act thus 
in reference to those " in authority," if we have not 
prayed for them. 

In many respects it is a happy circumstance that the 
great question of civil government is now receiving so 
much attention ; for it is vitally connected with the 
best interests of man, and we hope its principles will 
be better understood in future than they evei* yet have 
been. Still, God will teach us our entire dependence 
upon Himself. We may have the best possible form of 
government, and the wisest laws; but if we do not 
pray, we shall be disappointed. 

But while we are solicitous about the future, we 
must not forget the past. God expects the favours He 
has already bestowed to be remembered and acknow- 
ledged. The blessings of civil government, even under 
its worst forms, are numerous and great. Nero was a 
monster of cruelty and oppression : the hands of our 
own bigoted Mary were dyed in the blood of her mar- 
tyred subjects : but the period of the domination of 
these unhappy princes was by no means so fruitful in 
crime as if there had been no government at all. 
Had men been left to prey upon one another, they 
would in all probability have been well-nigh extermi- 
nated from the face of the earth. If there is much to 
be thankful for, even under such governments as these, 
what ought to be our gratitude who repose under the 
shade of the British Constitution ! A constitution and 
government which is not heathen, but Christian ; not 
Popish, but Protestant ; not tyrannical, but founded 
in freedom. Many of us may be poor ; but we are 
free. We have many privations ; but wo sit under our 
own vine and fig tree, none daring to make us afraid. 
We have not every thing; but we have the main 
things, — personal freedom, and the Goaijel ot ClVssSs^x 

It is possible the tempter rQ».y ^mX* VX^'v^^^^^'^oxXiss^j^^*- 
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to say, ^' It cannot be that any prayers of mine sbonld 
ha^e any influence in blessing my country, in directing 
public opinion, and in haBtening the conversion of the 
masses." But remember it is not merely kings and 
prophets, and great and eminent men, who have influ- 
ence and power with God. We are expressly assured 
that "He forgetteth not the prayer of the humble." 
However poor, and obscure, and insignificant, you may 
have access to the ear of God. Besides, you expect to 
mingle with the great, the holy, and the good in a 
future world. But Moses and the prophets, Christ 
and His apostles, were all men of a public spirit. 
They thought not only about themselves, but sym- 
pathized with all mankind. They shared in the 
sorrows of others, and sought their happiness and 
salvation. You must resemble them in this world, if 
you intend to mingle with them in the next; and 
show that you possess the same enlargement of heart, 
by the frequency and fervour of your prayers for others, 
as well as for yourselves. 



afji^T mwm^ 



I. 

. Tnusiin^ in H^iDhes. 

Wb may fancy we are in no danger of trusting in 
riches ; yet we calculate upon deriving a great deal of 
happiness from them. We are not fully persuaded 
that it is all one with the Lord to save by many or by 
few, to make us happy either with riches or without 
them; and hence cannot heartily take up the language 
of the prophet (Hab. iii. 17, 18). But this is deifying 
the creature, making flesh our arm, and attempting 
to feed on the east wind. Trying times must shortly 
come. All our worldly advantages are but like a heap 
of feathers which lie at the mercy of the storm ; and 
we know not how soon some sudden gust of wind will 
take them all away. The tempests of sickness and 
pain will speedily commence, when the frail vessel of 
our creature comforts will strike against the rocks of 
death, and be rendered a complete wreck ; and then 
the promises of God will be the only plank that can 
sustain our sinking spirit. 

II. 

I John ii. 15. 

If ever the words of a mere man deserved to.be 
listened to with more than ordinary care, they are tha 
words of this venerable apostle. ^"^ 'VWB^ ^^ HaS^^st ^ 
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the fathers of his age, and his writings prove that he 
was a master of the most profound maxims of moral 
wisdom. His heart was an overflowing fountain of 
love, and all his words were so many streams of kind- 
ness and charity. He was the personal friend of our 
Blessed Lord, the disciple whom Jesus loved. He was 
an inspired man. To him the Redeemer had fulfilled 
His promise, and had sent the Spirit of truth to guide 
him into all truth. He had an unction from the Holy 
One, and knew all things connected with human happi- 
ness and salvation. He has spoken to Christians of 
every age. Listen tl^en to what he has to say: — 
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in 

the world." Love is always confiding. 

We cannot apprehend any mischief from that which we 
love : we repose in it with unbounded confidence, and 
feel that so far as it is concerned we are perfectly safe. 
Love is attended with complacency and satis/action: 
we are delighted and satisfied, provided we have that 
which we love. We are reliictant to part with it. It 
seems chained to our souls as with a chain of adamant ; 
and to tear ourselves away from it we find to be diffi- 
cult, and almost impossible. But "the world" and 
" the things that are in the world " must be regarded 
by a Christian with feelings very different from these. 

III. 

" JVAo healeth all thy diseases^ 

The great Author of the Gospel has said, "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart." 
Again, He has said, "I will put my law into their 
mind, and write it in their heart, and cause them to 
walk in my statutes." This is moral health, and what- 
ever is contrary to this is moral disease. Whoever 
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possesses the priaciple^of love keeps the commandments 
of God, just as a healthy and vigorous man discharges 
the duties of life, because he knows it to be right, and 
feels it to be a pleasure. It is often said that of all 
earthly blessings health is the greatest. With it every- 
thing is right; without it everything is wrong. A 
healthy man is fit for all climates ; a sickly man is fit 
for none. It is always either too hot, or too cold ; and 
even the food he eats, in many cases, hastens his end. 
A man with an unsanctified heart is in a state of moral 
disease, and he can bear neither prosperity nor adver- 
sity. Perfect love is perfect moral health, and that, 
like perfect bodily health, prepares us for all condi- 
tions ; for " all things work together for good to them 
that love God." Hence it is that a skilful physician 
acts not upon the surrounding atmosphere, but upon 
the physical constitution of his patient ; knowing that 
when he is restored to health he can bear either the 
wind or the sunshine, the heat or the cold. On the 
same principle a wise and gracious God deals with His 
fallen creature man ; for He does not seek to alter our 
outward condition, but our moral constitution. He 
takes men in all circumstances, and by restoring them 
to moral health, by making their hearts right with 
Himself, He prepares them for all the dispensations of 
His providence. 

IV. 

It has sometimes happened that those who have 
found forgiveness have somewhat hastily concluded 
that their troubles were all at an end, and they would 
never again be exposed to difl&culty or danger. This, 
however, is an unreasonable expectation, as it is 
opposed both to human experience and to the Dv^vdfe 
testimony. Noah " walked ^\t\i Vjo^J^ wi^ ^^^ '^^'t^ 
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many years a preacher of righteousness to the men 
of his generation. Yet what an overwhelming afflic- 
tion was brought upon him and his family ! All were 
ordered to enter the ark, and there, together with a 
vast number of birds and beasts, were shut in by a 
Divine hand. The deluge came, and all flesh died. 
Noah and his family were the only human survivors in 
the midst of that wide-spread scene of desolation and 
death. Month after month did he remain in this 
fearful situation, floating on a sea without a shore ; 
shut up in the ark with this multitude of living 
creatures ; his stock of provisions daily growing less 
and less; and nothing but the word and providence 
of Grod on which to depend. What must have been 
the fears and anxieties of the holy man, while placed 
in these perilous circumstances ! Our trials and 
afflictions may probably be considerable ; but what 
are they, in comparison with his? 

Much of the mercy of God toward His people is 
displayed in connection with their trials and afflictions. 
Provided we do but maintain a right spirit, and act in 
a proper manner, under them, the mercy of God is 
engaged to bring them all to a prosperous issue. 
" God remembered Noah;" and He remembered Job, 
and David, and Lazarus, and the number which no 
man can number, who have come " out of great tribu- 
lation." Believers sometimes express themselves in 
the language of despondency; but God cannot forget 
His people in any circumstances in which His pro- 
vidence may have placed them. When the Lord 
remembered Noah, his deliverance followed as a matter 
of course. All the suffering saints of God are remem- 
bered by Him, and shall be delivered in due time. 

If Jesus is our Friend, He will never be far away 

from us, and always within call, though not visibly 

present. Messages can be sent to Him and returned 

again in an incredibly short space of time ; and these 
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will bring Him to our assistance; for He is ''nigh 
unto all that call upon Him/' There may be indeed 
in the. mind of the Saf iour certain reasons for delay, 
unknown to ourselves, and this sometimes gives to His 
conduct the appearance of indifference and neglect; 
but deliverance, when delayed, is to be followed by a 
greater salvation; and if our afflictions are not 
removed, it is that they may be left to work out for us 
"a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 
Earthly friends may be far away when their presence 
is needed most. In the hour of our extremity they 
may be beyond the sea, unable to leave their beds, or 
imprisoned in the grave itself; and we may call for 
their help, but call in vain. But nothing of this kind 
can happen in reference to the Lord Jesus Christ. As 
He ever lives, so He ever affords succour and salvation 
to His believing people ; and He has said to every one 
of His friends, through all the vicissitudes of life and 
of death, " I will never leave thee." 



Affliction often takes us by surprise, and suddenly 
places us in new and unexpected circumstances ; and 
in the midst of the hurry and bustle it occasions, 
we forget that Word of God which was intended to 
afford us guidance and consolation. Afterwards, when 
our thoughts have rallied, and we remember and under- 
stand what God has said, we are astonished and ashamed 
at ourselves. 

Afflictions, when unconnected with the "Word of God, 
resemble the preternatural darkness which came upon 
the land of Egypt : but " blessed is the people that 
know the joyful soimd; they shall walk, Lord, in 
the light of Thy countenance." The most joyful sound 
in this world is that of the Word of God ; and those 
who understand and remember and meditate upon 
that, — in the deepest night of affliction, — while all 
around is the blackness of darkness, — " shall walk, 
Lord, in the light of Thy co\m.teii^i[i^^.^^ 

li 
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Our great duty in the time of affliction is prayer. 
The Psalmist remembered the Word of God; and he 
began to entreat God to remember it too. This is the 
true province of prayer. Its business is with the 
promises. It puts God in mind of His promises, and 
pleads for their fulfilment. Such prayer has always 
been omnipotent. In every day of trial, adversity, 
and affliction, remember the promises ; try to ascertain 
their meaning ; and then go to Grod and plead for their 
fulfilment. 

God indeed has not condescended to tell us how we 
shall be delivered. That He has reserved in His own 
power. But all His conduct proves that He is faith- 
ful to His promises. He cannot deny Himself. 
Therefore plead the promises. You shall prove that 
a reference to a Divine promise, and prayer for its ful- 
filment, wiU lead to glorious results. 

V. 

Ingratitude is the besetting sin of fallen human 
nature. We are all prone to forget the kindness shown 
us by other people, and the consequent obligations 
under which we have been brought. Where is the 
man, for instance, who retains anything like an ade- 
quate recollection of the kindness of his own mother 1 
— who remembers, as he ought to remember, her 
maternal anxieties, her nightly watchings, her daily 
toils, her liberality in supplying his wants, and her 
patience in enduring his perverseness and folly ? It is 
owing to her kindness that he is not an idiot or a 
cripple, or that he did not sink into an untimely grave. 
If there are some who practically think a little of these 
things, facts demonstrate that it is but a little ; and in 
many cases they are altogether forgotten. This is but 
a specimen of that ungrateful temper which prevails 
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in the world, to a fearful extent. But if this is the 
temper we sometimes display towards men, surely we 
shall display another temper towards God; and if we 
forget their benefits, surely we shall not forget His 
benefits. It must indeed be admitted that we have 
forgotten many even of these, or we could not have 
acted as we have ; but do not let us forget them aU, 
At all events, let us think of this marvellous fact, that 
He " forgiveth all our iniquities." 

Such a caution may almost appear unnecessary ; for 
as Naaman, and the poor blind man mentioned by St. 
John, might forget many things, yet the one would 
hardly ever forget that he had bathed in the Jordan 
and been cured of his leprosy, nor the other that he 
had washed in the Pool of Siloam and received sight, 
so, a pardoned man will surely be unable to forget 
what great things the Lord has done for his soul. Yet 
it is written, " Be not high-minded, but fear," and " let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall;" 
and it is impossibly for us to comprehend the deceitful- 
ness of sin, or to say how far a converted soul, by 
yielding to the devil, may become blinded and hardened 
by his power. St. Peter speaks of a man who had for- 
gotten the fact of his having been once " purged from his 
old sins;" and this shows how necessary it is for us to 
charge our souls not to forget the infinite and eternal 
mercy of a present salvation. 



VI. 

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lardy 



it 



Because a grateful temper is in exact accordance 
with the circumstances in which we are placed, with 
the character we sustain, and the situation we ogcw3^^ 
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in the universe. We understand the value of har- 
mony in a concert of music, and the painful sensation 
produced by the presence of a jarring string. Were 
the sun to shine, and the rain to fall, and no grass to 
be produced, there would be a blank in creation, and 
the order of things would be disturbed ; but green 
and flowery fields agree admirably with the shining of 
the sun, and the fatness of the clouds, and tend to 
preserve the harmony and beauty of the material 
world, in all its richness and perfection. A spirit of 
affection and obedience in children and servants cor- 
responds exactly with the benevolent authority of the 
parent and the master; and is calculated to cherish 
all that is contained in domestic comfort and the joys 
of home. 

Now a spirit of thankfulness harmonizes exactly 
with the fact of our creation. What can be more 
suitable in a creature toward his Creator] It also 
agrees with that preserving care of Grod, exercised 
over us day by day : " for in Him we live and move," 
and upon Him we have been cast, even from our birth. 
For such blessings as these it is impossible to make a 
more answerable return than habitual gratitude and 
love. And this also agrees with the great facts of our 
redemption by Christ, and with the coming and in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghost. Surely it is proper that 
we should love Him who has loved us at such a rate 
as this. An unthankful man is like a wheel out of 
place, in some complicated system of machinery ; and 
he is a misery to himself, a hindrance to others, and 
an offence to his Maker. He is a limb out of joint ; 
and there will be nothing but uneasiness until his 
heart is made right in the sight of God. The true 
spirit of holy gratitude is the element and principle of 
heaven itself. How is it that angels and glorified 
spirits are so happy? Simply because God is good, 
and they are thankful. Their spirit harmonizes with 
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the benevolent conduct of God towards them; and 
this gives rise to all the blessedness of the glorified 
irtate. 



t( 



On earth, in Paradise, in heaven, 
Our all in all is love." 



When we have once learned to connect our mercies 
with God, we shall soon learn to connect our afflic- 
tions with Him too ; for they are sent by the same 
Divine hand; they are blessings in another form; 
and are designed to attain the ^ame end, by the 
use of different means. 

VIL 

" jffe that trustdh in the Lord, mercy shall compass 
him abouty — Psalm xxxii. lo. 

The prodigal had ceased to trust his father when 
he resolved to leave his home. He began to suspect 
that his father was selfish, rather than benevolent; 
and was governing with a reference to his own advan- 
tage, rather than to that of his child : that he enter- 
tained a secret wish to abridge the pleasures of his 
«on, to hinder him from seeing the world, and doing 
tiie best he could for himself. The child, therefore, 
having lost all confidence in the wisdom and kindness 
of the father, as a natural consequence, demanded his 
fortune, left his home, and went into a far country. 
There he was placed in other circumstances, obtained 
other views, and was led to the adoption of other 
principles. He discovered, by a course of painful ex- 
perience, that the true reason why his father wished 
to govern him was, because he was unable to govern 
himself; that he was advised to remain at home 
because, as his conduct had proved, he "w^ji \«i^\Rk '^ 
abroad; and that the gentle Teatt^VcA. \,o NR\ivsScLV^^'«»55* 
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subjected was intended, not to abridge his pleasures, 
but to save him from destruction. He now saw that 
he had never fared so well since he left his father's 
house, and that his wisest course was to go back to it 
again. As a proof of returning confidence in one 
whom he ought never to have distrusted at all, he 
resolved to go and oast himself at his father's feet, to 
confess his sin, and to seek the forgiveness which he 
needed. The gracious reception he met with so in- 
creased and confirmed the confidence of the son, that 
he felt no wish to leave such a father again, but 
became his grateful and devoted servant for ever. 

We have all been prodigals in our time, and have 
shown a loss of all confidence in God by departing 
from His presence and from His ways. He who so 
"trusteth in the Lord" as to return to Him, — ^who 
has obtained His mercy, submitted to His government, 
and is resolved to abide with Him for ever, — " mercy 
shall compass him about." 

Still, while Christian believers feel that in the 
Divine treatment of them there is a great deal of mercy, 
many cannot be brought to see that it is all mercy, and 
that wherever they turn they meet with nothing else. 
It is a mercy to be pardoned, a mercy to be delivered 
in danger, and it will be a mercy to be taken to heaven 
when we die ; but what mercy, they ask, is there in 
being left to be persecuted for righteousness' sake? 
James and John perhaps could see but little mercy 
in the severe rebuke administered to them by their 
Master, when they came to complain of the treatment 
they had met with in a Samaritan village. At present 
good people are often persecuted and injured, and have 
no means of helping themselves. Yet there is much 
mercy in such a dispensation, whether they are able to 
see it or not. It is the wish of Christ that His people 
should possess those moral dispositions and habits 
which this treatment is likely to exercise and increase. 
We are to learn to love them tlaat \i'aX.% \3L^,^3a.d to pray 
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for them that despitefuUy use us. Besides, John was 
afterwards sent to bestow the Holy Ghost on the 
Samaritans ; and that was a far more glorious employ- 
ment than bringing down fire from heaven to consume 
them. Christ's people are to be taught how to return 
good for evil, and to bestow fhe richest blessings on 
those from whom they have received only injury and 
abuse. Is there no mercy in forming men to such 
dispositions and habits as these ) Why, these qualities 
of mind are the highest ornaments of human nature. 
Such people are the true children of God, imitators of 
their Father, and are sure to be associated with Him 
in the kingdom of His glory for ever. 

It is not at all times that we can see the mercy 
included in a refusal to give us those earthly things 
which we think we need. Some good people profess 
indeed to be very modest in their views, and to be 
prepared to be satisfied with very little ; but still they 
need a little more than they at present have. Yet 
that little more God refuses to give ; and they cannot 
see any mercy in that. The two sons of Zebedee 
desired Christ to allow them to sit in His kingdom, 
the one on His right hand and the other on His left ; 
and perhaps could see no mercy in His refusing to 
grant so smaU a request. Yet it is quite possible that 
to have granted this request would have led them to 
prefer another of a similar kind, and that it was an 
act of mercy to nip the desire in the bud, by giving it 
no encouragement at all. St. Paul says, " Godliness 
with contentment is great gain." There is a sense in 
which this is the only gain ; for if it were possible for 
a man to gain the whole world, without godliness and 
contentment his mind would be just as empty and 
dissatisfied as it was before. It is therefore an act of 
unspeakable mercy, first of all to make us happy by 
giving us godliness and contentment, and then to give 
or withhold other things, just as may moat <i<i\3L<i:!c^^'5i \j5» 
the welfare of ourselves and oWiet^. 
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In time of affliction pious people pray, perhaps, in 
some degree, in the spirit as well as in the words of 
their Master, " Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me." Were the cup finally removed, they 
would see great mercy in that ; but when it is, after 
all, put into their hands, and they are obliged to drink 
it to the very dregs, they can scarcely see in that any 
mercy at all. Peter at one time appears to have been 
under the influence of a similar feeling, when Jesus 
spoke of His approaching death ; but our Lord showed 
the strongest disapprobation of the principles assumed 
by His mistaken disciple. He must be a short-sighted 
Christian who can see no mercy in affliction, and even 
in death itself. The death of Christ was an eternal 
mercy to all the human race. It was a mercy to 
Daniel and his companions, a mercy to the churchy 
and a mercy to the world, that they were thrown, the 
one into a lions' den, and the others into a burning 
fiery furnace. We should never have been so bene- 
fited by their noble example, nor would they have 
become so glorious, had they not suffered as they did. 
Nor would the saints in glory have ever become what 
they now are, if they had not been made "perfect 
through suffering," and passed through death to their 
home in heaven. 

So long as we trust and obey, whatever comes to us 
is mercy. 

VIII. 

There is the most intimate connection between our 
present mercies, and God and heaven. If we separate 
them from Him, we deprive them of all their life and 
glory ; viewed in connexion with Him, they appear un- 
speakably rich and glorious. However plain our food 
majr be, it ia the gift of our ¥atl[vet m laft«iiN«DL, a.pledge 
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of His favour, and sweetened with His love. Poor 
raiment, and a mean habitation, may not in themselves 
appear very great ; but these, and Christ and His 
salvation, are something of importance. God perhaps 
may not provide you a carriage to take you to heaven; 
but it will do if you can but get there on foot. Per- 
haps you may have but little of this world's good ; but 
if you can have this, and the Holy Ghost, and a good 
4X)nsGience, at present, and then heaven after all, you 
must be grateful. 



'* Me maiketh me to lie down in green pastures,** Tb^ 
•same blessedness was realized by St. Paul. He was 
satisfied in attending religious ordinances, because they 
were seasons of gracious intercourse with God. In thi9 
time of health and energy he was satisfied, because he 
was then promoting the honour of Christ and the 
happiness of men. As to necessities and afilictionfi^ 
he took pleasure in them, because on their account the 
power of Christ was made more abundantly to rest 
upon him. When death itself approached, the apostle 
was still content, because he knew that " to depart^ 
and to be with Christ " was " far better.*' 

IX. 

I Thess. v. 1 8. 

The Gospel finds man a poor, selfish, worldly, and 
godless creature, and it proposes to transform him 
into a monument of piety and devotion ; to fill him 
with gratitude and love ; to constrain him to love the 
Lord with all his heart, and in every thing to give 
thanks. But this can be brought about only by the 
performance of a miracle, a constant miroAl^^ l\>iS^ 
greatest of all miracles, retexredi \.o Vs *Os:l<^ ^j^^'^jS^^ 
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when he says, " All things work together for good to 
them that love God." This is the great subject con- 
templated in these words. They were addressed to 
Christians, and perfectly agree with the great prin- 
ciples of our holy religion. 

That the Gospel is meant to turn all the circum- 
stances and events of life into one vast ultimate and 
spiritual blessing is here distinctly assumed. Christians 
are directed " in everything" to " give thanks ;" or, as 
the apostle has elsewhere expressed it — still more dis- 
tinctly and emphatically, " Giving thanks always for 
all things.'* But then, men are accustomed to give 
thanks only for blessings bestowed : they are nol ex- 
pected to be thankful for what is simply an injury 
and a loss. If we are invited to give thanks for aU 
things, it is because all things are intended to result 
in a great benefit and salvation. Man is not merely 
God's creature, he is also a great sinner; but all the 
families of the earth are to be blessed in Christ. The 
curse itself, which is the fruit of sin, is to be turned 
into a blessing, and all our sorrows and afflictions 
ultimately to become matter of thanksgiving to God. 
This subject, at times, in the hands of the tempter, 
has been rendered not a little perplexing to good 
people. That they should be thankful for pain and 
loss and poverty and sickness and death, appears to 
them unreasonable and impossible. 

But in the Bible there are many instances in which 
great calamities have been turned into blessings, and 
from these we see how the same thing may be brought 
about on the largest possible scale, and in every case 
that can exist ; for the gracious principle involved in 
them is of universal application. The Grospel con- 
templates a similarly glorious result in all those who 
embrace its offers and submit to its authority. St. 
John tells us that he heard a voice from heaven, say- 
ing unto him, " Write, Blessed are the dead that die 
in the Lord." Now, nothing \» tclot^ <iommon than 
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death ; for that comes alike to all. Certainly it 
required "a voice from heaven" to convince mankind 
that it was a happy thing to die. In general, that 
is regarded as the greatest of all calamities. To tell 
a human being that he is soon to die is the saddest 
intelligence it is possible to communicate. How can 
the dead be " blessed T Both our senses and our 
reason suggest an opposite conclusion. Yet " a voice 
from heaven" has said, " Blessed are the dead." Not 
only was Enoch blessed, who was translated without 
seeing death : not only was Elijah blessed, who was 
conveyed to heaven in a chariot of fire : but blessed 
are the ordinary " dead," who pass by thousands out 
of the world, without notice, and are speedily for- 
gotten, — provided they "die in the Lord." Then, 
the Christian is dismissed from his toils and his tears, 
and sent to reap the fruit of them all in an eternity 
of blessedness. On the same principle, and in the 
same manner, it is the gracious purpose of God, as 
announced in the Gospel, to cause all the events which 
befal His people to result in the richest benefits ; and 
it is on this ground thai they are directed to be grate- 
ful for them all. 

This great design of mercy is to be carried into 
eflFect by the agency of God, operating in His own 
appointed way. It is to Him that we are directed 
" in every thing " to " give thanks," because He it is 
who by His gracious . power causes every thing to 
result in our advantage and improvement. To tuhi 
the curse into a blessing is " the Lord's doing,*' and 
"marvellous in our eyes." 

Yet this great work of God is not absolute, but 
conditional : this great benefit is not bestowed upon 
all indiscriminately, but upon those who have con- 
Bented to be saved by Christ. Although conditional, 
however, it is altogether " of the Lord f and to Him 
alone our thanksgivings are due. Jesu^ said \Rk nJw^^ 
ten lepers^ " Go, shew yo\iTae\v^^ \m\*o \Xi^ ^^^^^«^ 
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They accordingly set forward, and " as they went, they 
were cleansed." In this case the benefit bestowed was 
conditional. Had they refused to go to the priests, 
they had remained lepers still. But their cure, pro- 
perly speaking, was not effected by any doings oi 
theirs, but entirely by the power and grace of Christ; 
and the man acted right, and according to the facts 
and truth of the case, who, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, and fell down at Jesus' feet, 
giving Him thanks. Just on the same principle, we 
must not live to the world and ourselves, but believe 
in Christ, and love God, and keep His commandments; 
or the various events of life will not result in our 
happiness and salvation. Whenever that is the ceae, 
it is not by any skill or efforts of our own, but by th« 
power and grace of Him who is "wonderful in counsel," 
and " excellent in woriting." To God, therefore, our 
thanks are due ; for to Him we are laid under bound- 
less and endless obligation. 

If, to true believers, every thing may thus be turned 
into blessing, then it is their privilege "in every thing** 
to " give thanks." " But how," say some, " can w« 
be thankful for things which make our hearts to bleed, 
and our eyes to run down with tears 1 If we are 
silent and patient and quiet on such occasions, it is 
as much as can reasonably be expected." Still it is 
evident, from the Bible, that thankfulness in man is 
eminently acceptable to God. It is His unchange- 
able pleasure and purpose to produce this temper 
and habit in all His believing people ; and to fi]} 
their hearts with this principle and feeling. By that 
amazing development of infinite and eternal love con- 
tained in the Gospel of Christ, God intends to empower 
and constrain us to love and thank Him, continually 
and for ever. 

In order to this, it is not necessary, in any degree, 

to alter our outward circumstances. Our present trials 

and aMiotiouB need not be e\t\iec f^^er or lighter. 
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All that is required is the bestowment of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. It is the office of that Spirit to 
assure the faithful of God's paternal love ; and when 
human beings are in this manner thoroughly convinced 
and persuaded that God is their Father and their 
Friend, — that, when they are corrected, as well as 
when they are caressed, they are still the sons and 
daughters of the Lord Almighty, — their hearts are 
sure to swell and heave with gratitude and love. The 
Holy Ghost is also " the Spirit of wisdom and revelar 
tion in the knowledge of Christ f and while musing 
en this astonishing subject the fire will bum, and, in 
the midst of outward trials and sorrows, we shall be 
constrained to speak with our tongues the praises of 
God. 

In that sublime and eloquent discourse recorded in 
1 Cor. XV. we find St. Paul anticipating the day when 
this mortal shall put on immortality ; when death, the 
last enemy, shall be destroyed ; and all things shall be 
put under the feet of Christ. Filled with gratitude at 
this glorious prospect, -he exclaims, "Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Yet St. Paul was then in the midst of toils 
and team, with the prospect of a life of privation, and 
a martyr's death. But his eye was fixed on God in 
Christ ; and while gazing on His infinite wisdom and 
power and love, he saw that all things were tending 
to glory and honour and immortality; and he was 
constrained to " give thanks," Job says, " When the 
ear heard me, then it blessed me ; and when the eye 
saw me, it gave witness to me. Because I delivered 
the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him that 
had none to help him." If people could not look on 
this great and good man without being filled with 
gratitude, neither can we turn our attention to God in 
Christ without being led " in every thing " to " give 
thankSk" 

You have heard of the philo^o^Yieki^^ ^\»Qtift\ x^^^n:^^ 
ChriBt, and it will be yours. ^ 
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X. 

"^n 0W Bisciple." 

Acts xxi. 1 6. 

" The hoary head," we are told, " is a crown of 
glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness." 
There are many things in an aged saint which are 
highly honourable to himself; but, above all, his 
character displays the glory of God. He is a noble 
monument of the power of Divine grace. All who 
consider and understand his case will be constrained 
to glorify God in Him. 

We see the greatness of that mercy which made him 
" an old disciple," if we contrast his case with those 
who are like him in age, but not in moral character. 
Is there a condition more truly pitiable than that of a 
person who is at once aged and wicked ? Such would 
have been the case of this old disciple, had not Divine 
grace, by enlightening and converting him in youth, 
rescued him from the miseries of a guilty old age. 
His memory is not burdened with the remembrance 
of a life of worldliness and sin. He can look back 
upon the past without remorse ; and more than this, 
Divine grace enables him to look forward to the future 
with joy. He takes a review of life, not with a linger- 
ing desire to live it over again, but satisfied with 
having finished the task assigned him, and that he 
is now about to be dismissed from the field of labour 
to his Master's house, to receive his reward. Like 
a weary traveller, after a fatiguing and hazardous 
journey, he is glad in heart at the prospect of his 
habitation and his ho:ae. 

He has had, through life, occasional interviews with 

his Saviour, and these have kindled in his heart a 

fervent wish to see Him more distinctly, and to enjoy 

Him more fully ; and now the time approaches when 

Le is to depart, and be with. Him. 

The supply of the Spirit oi CStoaX* ^<^l\.«o& ^asA 
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sweetens the temper ; so that many an aged Christian 
is full of meekness and contentment. His faculties 
may decay, the drowsiness of death may gradually 
pervade his frame ; but, amidst all this growing stupor, 
he knows, and those who love him have the consoling 
conviction, that he is falling asleep in Jesus. 

" An old disciple ** is an illustrious monument of 
Divine mercy, when compared with younger Christians. 
Some are disposed to think meanly of the cool and 
passive piety of an aged saint, as compared with the 
fervid affection and active zeal of youthful believers. 
But such would do well to remember that if these 
excel him in fervour, it is yet to be seen whether they 
will equal him in perseverance. They have only just 
entered the vineyard ; while he has borne the burden 
and heat of the day. They are only just leaving the 
starting post ; whereas he is only a few steps from the 
winning post ; and it is yet possible that their course 
may be finished in a manner very different from the 
way it was begun. Their perseverance is prophecy ; but 
his is history. Theirs is what may be ; his is what is. 
Everybody knows that there is no comparison between 
possibility and certainty. Be assured, such tried 
fidelity is noticed in heaven ; and will receive the 
highest encomiums, and the richest rewards. 

Consider the dangers " an old disciple " has escaped, 
and the afflictions he has endured. There was a time 
when he was involved in the guilt of sin, and all its 
destructive consequences ; but he was awakened, con- 
verted, and saved. He is a miracle of mercy, a bird 
escaped from the fowler, a lamb taken out of the paws 
of the lion, a brand plucked out of the fire. There 
was a time when he was harassed with temptation and 
opposition ; he began to indulge a measure of unbelief 
and self-will; he grew weary and faint in his mind; 
the churches in heaven and earth were filled with 
anxiety on his account ; — but he waited on the Lord, 
he renewed his strength, and h^ '^eiA. orcLVva* ^v^ 
rejoicing. At another time, \na eiisi£i\ei^ ^i-wxia x<ya:a^ 
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ft 

him like wolves, and threatened to swallow him up ; 

' but bis Grod taught his hands to war, and his fingers 
to fight. At another stage of his progress^ vast seas 
of trouble seemed to stretch themselves across his 
path. He was heard to say, in accents of the deepest 
affliction, " Save me, God ; for the waters are come 
in unto my soul. I sink in deep mire, where there is 
no standing.'' He seemed to sink for a while, but he 
rose again; and he passed secure the watery flood. 
Perhaps you look upon " an old disciple " with some- 
thing of indifference ; but if you consider his eventful 
life^ your indifference will give way to esteem and 
admiration. What a depth of mercy, what an om- 
nipotence of grace, is displayed in the past history of 
this wonderful man 1 

And that grace will appear still more illustrious if 
we tarn to the future. A few more struggles, and the 
"old disciple*' is in the Paradise of God. A few more 
fleeting hours, and those glorious declarations shall all 
be fulfilled in his experience : — " Where I am, there 
shall also my servant be." " And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain; for the former things are passed away." 
Oh, my young friend, when the evil days of old age 
come upon you, — as come they must, if your life be 
spared, — when your eyes are dim, your ears heavy, 
your hands and feet tremulous, — when your own gene- 
ration, the friends of your youth, have been success 
sively cut down, till of a very large forest you appear 
to be the only remaining tree; — when the axe is 
actually lying at your root, and you expect every hour 
to be brought to the ground, what would you not then 
give to have the reflections and the prospects of " an 
old disciple ?" What a happiness would it then be to 
have the remembrance of a life spent in the service of 
Christ, to have a present consciousness of His favour, 
and the hope of being with Him for ever ! And this 

la the will of God in ChriBt 3eB\xa c»\ifiemai%'^Q\i. 
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I. 
BLigbt in Bartoass, 

" As for man^ his days are as grass: as a flower of 
thefleld^ so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, 
and it is gone: and the place thereof shall know it no 
More»^ — Psalm ciii. 15, 16. 

No man can look upon a dead body without inwardly 
asking, What has become of the 8ovl ? The soul is 
not here. Here is indeed the body; but it is without 
life, without feeling, and without intelligence. The 
soul, — the vital, thinking principle, the man himself, — 
is gone elsewhere. The question therefore again occurs. 
Whither has he gone ? In the place he formerly occu- 
pied on earth, he will be seen and known no more. 
In what part of the universe, then, is his present 
home ? and who are his friends and companions now ? 
There is indeed a sentiment, a notion, a tradition, 
which has been entertained among men, in all parts 
and ages of the world, that when the body retui'ns to 
the dust, the spirit returns to God who gave it. The 
vital and intellectual principle which is in man then 
goes back to that great Source of life and intelligence 
from which it originally proceeded. Still, the whole 
subject is involved in impenetrable mystery and gloom. 
To what part of the universe does the soul go, when 
it returns to God who gave it] God is everywhere, 
and surrounds us continually ; and we cannot escape 
from His presence. What is then the mode or tcAx^s^^^ 
of its existence? If that ei.i&teino^ \^ ^\^\a:sv^\> ^>x^ 
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separate, how is the soul to perform its various opera- 
tions without the aid of the bodily organs, on which, 
in the present state, it is entirely dependent 1 

Another opinion, which has generally prevailed, is, 
that man is a responsible being, and that his death will 
be followed by some inquiry into his conduct. Solomon 
has embodied this common sentiment in appropriate 
language, when he tells us that " God will bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
it be good or evil." Then, again, it is a settled prin- 
ciple that "the judgment of God is according to 
truth,'* nor can it be denied that every man is, in fact, 
a sinner, and therefore the tribunal of God has always 
been anticipated with anxiety and alarm. It is the 
consideration of that judgment, and the solemn con- 
sequences to which it may possibly lead, which has 
always made death " the king of terrors" to man. 

From this condition of gloom and uncertainty human 
nature has never been able to extricate itself. We 
have heard indeed of persons who have seen and con- 
versed with spirits returned from the invisible and 
eternal world ; but if even we admitted all these 
reports to be true, still these visits have been few and 
far between ; they have been very transient in their 
duration ; none of them has thrown any useful light 
upon that world to which we are hastening ; and men 
have been left to inquire, to wonder, and to tremble, 
as they had ever done before. We may study the 
case of all the past generations of mankind ; but all 
that we know of them is, that the wind has passed 
over them, and they are gone ; and the place that 
once knew them shall know them no more. But we 
cannot know this without surmising a great deal more, 
and a great deal of what is inexpressibly awful and 
momentous, and calculated to fill our minds with the 
deepest seriousness and solicitude. 

Th&t information respecting man which could never 
be obtained hj merely studying \i\a civxc^vxsi&taAWjea has 
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been freely communicated by the glorious Gospel of 
the blessed God. It is by the Gospel that we are 
made acquainted with the true cause of our mortality, 
and of all the pain and sorrow with which it is con- 
nected. There we read that " by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin." Adam was the 
federal head, and the covenant representative of all 
his posterity. Whether he stood or fell, obeyed or 
'disobeyed the Divine commands, all his posterity were 
implicated in his conduct, and made to share in its 
results. When he fell, all men fell with him; and 
when it was said to him, " Dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return," we were all involved in his 
doom. " In Adam all die," not only those intelli- 
gent adults who wilfully and deliberately sin, " after 
the similitude of Adam's transgression," and thereby 
strictly merit the threatened punishment ; but the 
young, the ignorant, and the inexperienced, — who, 
when they do wrong, are to be pitied as well as 
blamed, — sorrow and die in the same way. Nay, 
even children and infants are subjected to the same 
law of mortality, with all its attendant sorrows. 
"Death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." 
It passed upon those who never sinned by any will or 
act of their own, and who indeed are incapable of 
personal guilt ; but they had sinned in and with him 
who is their common head and representative. 

By the Gospel also we are made acquainted with the 
doctrine of the Redeemer. There is another federal 
Head, a second covenant Representative of the human 
race. We are benefited by the righteousness of the 
one, as we have been injured by the sin of the other. 
"As by one man's disobedience many were made sin- 
ners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made 
righteous :'' and as by one man came death, so by 
another Man came the resurrection from the dead ; 
for " as in Adam all die, even ao m Q\it«»\* ^^^Ss. ^S^ 
be made aHve.'' Of this He Yia» ^Vveti \Xi^ ^^^^^ "^^S^ 
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the earnest in the fact of His own resurrection. As 
the gathering of the first-fruits was followed by that 
of the entire harvest, so the resurrection of Christ will 
be followed by that of the entire human race. 

It is the office and design of Christ not merely to 
restore our dead bodies to life, but to render that life 
eminently holy and happy. This is the result of a 
present salvation from sin. Repentance and faith arise 
out of a knowledge of Christ, and a due consideration- 
of His character and undertaking. 

II. 

^^ And they crucified Him therer 

While the circumstances of our Lord's crucifixion 
are highly interesting and important, it is the event 
itself which most of all demands our attention, because 
we are dying creatures ourselves, and the death of 
Christ involves a provision for our most urgent neces- 
sities. Man is a subject of moral government. There 
is a Divine law which he is obliged to keep. Gk>d will 
bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing. There is a time comiiig when the mind will 
awake, and we shall see these circumstances of our 
existence in all their solemnity and importance. 
Moses, when lamenting the dreadful mortality that 
prevailed among the Israelites in the wilderness, says 
to his Maker, "Thou hast set our iniquities before 
Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy countenance." 
When the sun shines into a room we sometimes see 
innumerable particles of dust which had before escaped 
our observation. At the near approach of death the 
light of eternity beams upon our past life, and dis- 
oovera aina which we had forgotten or failed to notice. 
Jt Is true there is no power m «>\cksi^^ ot doath to 
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teach a man anything he did not know before. " By 
the law is the knowledge of sin." But many who have 
heard of the claims of God, and of their responsibility 
to Him, disregard these lessons until the approach of 
death. Even eminent saints, when placed in these 
solemn circumstances, have discovered moral defects 
in their character which have occasioned the deepest 
self-abasement. Who is to meet the demands of a , 
holy God, to silence the clamours of an awakened 
conscience, and to hush our fears to rest ? Only the. 
blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. As we must 
soon be placed in these afifecting circumstances, — and 
it must then be all our hope and all our plea, " For 
me the Saviour died,"— it is our wisdom at present tp 
fix our attention upon this great subject. 

In the death of Christ there is an example proposed 
for our imitation ; and when our sins are forgiven, we 
are prepared to follow His steps. Jesus was not com- 
pelled to die. His death was altogether voluntary. 
Still, it was His Father's will that He should lay down 
His life " for the sheep," and give Himself " a ransom 
for all." Yet the human nature of Jesus abhorred, 
suflfering and death quite as much as our own. He 
instinctively shrank from the shame of a public exe- 
cution, and from the horrors of crucifixion. But He 
submitted to His Father's will, and even awaited it 
with alacrity and joy. Our own death is matter not 
of choice, but of necessity. Were the matter left to 
our own decision, we should for ever evade the season 
of sickness, and the hour of mortality. But we may 
attain to the habit of resignation. We may, by grace, 
become willing to suffer and to ^ie. This is even 
easy after our sins have been forgiven. Nay, in this 
way we may even feel a desire " to depart, and to be 
with Christ." Perfect resignation is the fruit only of 
our Redeemer's death. Many things may induce us 
to say, " Thy will be done," when God offers tA '^^ 
us life, and all that earth con «iSoT^ \ \skx\, *^ v^ '^'^^ 
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faith in the blood of Christ which will enable ns to 
say, " The will of the Lord be done," when He bids us 
step aside and die. 

The death of Christ also involves a prospect into 
our future state. That is indeed a dark and dismal 
vale which lies between mortal and immortality. We 
follow our friends into this valley, and then they pass 
into midnight darkness, and we can see them no m6re. 
Our poet has described the state into which they pass 
as 

''A land of deepest shade, 

CJnpierced by human thought." 



But, 



" See, ye sinners, see ! the flame, 
Bismg from the slaughter'd Lamb, 
Marks the new, the uving way. 
Leading to eternal day." 



While you fix your attention steadily on the death of 
Christ, and as you come to understand the mystery 
and meaning of His passion, light from heaven breaks 
upon the midnight darkness, the prospect brightens, 
and you can, 

''Beyond the bounds of time and space, 
Loiok forward to that heavenly place. 
The saints' secure abode." 

What did Jesus Himself say on the subject of His 
own death? ^He called it His departure in the 
character of the Forerunner of His people, to make 
arrangements for their reception, as they were ex- 
pected to follow in due time. He gives us to under- 
stand that this act of reception to Himself refers to 
the separation of the soul from the body, and that we 
enter into His presence at the time of our death. To 
meditate on the death of Christ is to "climb where 
Moses stood,'* and view the land of promise in its 
length and breadth. 

God has been so gracious to many of our dying 

friends that we almost take it as a matter of course, 

and conclude that people generally are happy when 
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they sicken and are about to die. We may, however, 
rest assured that triumph over death is altogether 
gracious and supernatural. All our worldly affairs 
may be arranged according to our wishes ; we may be 
surrounded by the kindest friends, and the most 
valued earthly advantages ; but none of these, nor 
all of them together, will ever give us any thing like 
consolation in suffering and hope in death. Before a 
single blast of mortal sickness earthly comforts and 
advantages will wither and fade, like leaves and flowers 
amid the frosts of autumn, and we shall And nothing 
to give us inward peace amid pain, or to open heaven 
to our view when our limbs are growing cold by the 
silent advances of death. But the Gospel has again 
and again yielded these extraordinary and miraculous 
fruits. 

Let no person imagine that he may with propriety 
neglect the death of Christ because his own death at 
present appears to be a very distant evenfr. It is true 
this change in our condition may be far off; it is 
equally true that it may be near at hand. Whether 
it is near or distant, it is our wisdom to " behold the 
Lamb of God." If we are to die soon, we should do 
well to prefer the cross of Christ to all earthly things. 
If we are to live long, then the present is our time of 
preparation. It is by schools and apprenticeships that 
children acquire that information they are likely after- 
wards to need. In health we are to prepare for sickness ; 
and in the midst of life we are to get ready for death. 
It is not by thinking of our own death, or of the death 
of our friends, but of the death of Christy that we are 
to become wise and good. 
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III. 

" I go to prepare a place for you?* 

" I will come agaitty and receive you unto myself r — 

John xiv. 2, 3. 

Death is that mighty and terrible stroke which 
rends asunder hearts that had long been nnitp*? _ '^h 
blasts the hopes of the ambitious, withers thi .^l^ry 
of the vain, scatters the treasures of the miser, and 
brings down the proud even to the dust. While this 
dreadful power throws down all that is present into 
absolute and hopeless ruin, it sheds no light at all 
upon the future. After death has passed upon thd 
greatest of men, all that is left is a handful of dust, 
all that is to come is involved in gloom. Funeral 
discourses generally accord with the character of their 
subject. They speak of a glory which is departed, of 
a power which is no longer felt, of riches which have 
passed into other hands, of that which was once a 
mighty and a glorious something, but of which now 
nothing is left but a name and a shadow. 

But death and funerals are placed in a very different 
light when they are made the subject of a discourse 
delivered by the Son of. Grod. It is our wisdom at all 
times to listen to the words of Christ ; but we should 
especially do this on funeral occasions. Whoever 
would understand the subject of death must sit with 
Mary at the Master's feet, and listen with earnest 
attention to the words which proceed out of His 
mouth. 

Our Lord's teachings refer to that view of death in 
reference to which we were in most need of informa- 
tion. We knew that man's nature was compounded, 
consisting of an animal body and an intelligent prin- 
Lcte find that these were aeparat^d by the stroke of 
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death ; but, although we could easily ascertain what 
became of the one, we were totally in the dark as to 
what befel the other. On this obscure subject the 
Redeemer has poured a flood of light ; and from what 
He has said, and from what we ourselves know, we are 
enabled to conclude that this great act of separation 
gives rise to two trains of circumstances, in many 
respects the reverse of each other. 

When death has passed upon one of our friends, the 
soul departs, but the body remains. There are the 
limbs and the features, and perhaps some of the 
former expression in the countenance ; but where is 
the intelligent principle that actuated the whole ? It 
is gone. But whither is it gone ? It is gone, Christ 
says, to the place where He, its forerunner, has gone 
before. A funeral takes place on earth ; but a festival 
is celebrated in heaven. Here nothing is to be heard 
but adieus and farewells ; nothing is felt but the pangs 
of separation ; nothing is seen but the habiliments of 
mourning, and countenances marked with son*ow and 
bedewed with tears. But the soul is gone where there 
are only greetings and welcomes, and all the demon- 
strations of a universal and unmingled joy. There 
the servant meets his Master; and while the one 
gives an account, the other bestows a gracious reward. 
Fellow-servants, actuated by one principle and labour- 
ing in one cause, but long separated by aeas and cen- 
turies, are permitted to meet at last. Guardian angels 
congratulate the disembodied spirit on her safe arrival 
in the Paradise of God. 

The soul is admitted into the presence of Christ, for 
it is prepared a celestial mansion, an apartment in 
" the palace of angels and God ;" but the body is put 
away from the society of men, and consigned to the 
dark and dismal grave. The disembodied soul, sanc- 
tified by grace, is immortal, lovely, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her Lord ; and is therefore received into 
His family and His home. But Wi^ ^^ot ^^^ttq^^^^s^^ 
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body must be borne away from its home and its com- 
panions, and be buried out of their sight; there to lie, 
forsaken and forgotten, until the resurrection of the just 

But this wide, this immeasurable distance will not 
always continue. The soul and the body have been 
one, and they shall be one again. 

The condition of the saints before death and after it 
is so widely diflferent that it might seem, at the first 
view, as if they were treated on different principles, 
and for different purposes. Old age and its infirmities 
are often connected with disease and suffering : weari- 
some days and tiresome nights succeed each other, 
until life sometimes becomes a burden. All this is 
witnessed and all this is appointed by the same Jesus 
who has gone to prepare a place for His people, and 
will soon receive them to Himself. It is the same 
love which corrects us on the bed of death, and crowns 
us in heaven with eternal life. Jesus Himself was 
made " perfect through sufferings ;" and there is a 
sense in which His people must all be made perfect 
in the same way. On account of our sin we have 
merited that hell which is "the second death;" and we 
must, by tasting of temporal death, be made to under- 
stand, in some small degree, from what it is that Christ 
has delivered us. The servants of Christ are to be 
glorified with Him ; but we are never perfect servants 
until we are obedient unto death, and can say to our 
Master, even when He bids us endure the agonies of 
dissolving nature, " Thy will be done." 

Jesus appears to be the Sun and Centre of redeemed 
spirits in heaven, round which they all revolve, and 
from which they derive their light and their glory. 
They enter the eternal world by a path which has been 
previously teodden by Christ. A place for them is 
prepared by Christ. The promise is that they shall 
be met and received by Christ. The New Testament 
knows nothing of a heaven separate from Christ. In 
time, and through eternity, He is our all in aU. 
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To identify himself with Christ is therefore the com- 
pletest wisdom that man can evince. 

IV. 

^'Baliaw alsxK in ma/' 

John xiv. I. 

Let us notice the influence of this habit of mind 
upon our views of the future ; for we cannot forget 
that here we have "no continuing city." But then 
we are told by an apostle that " it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be." We are equally ignorant 
both of the place and character of our future abode. 
The earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, taken 
to pieces, and deserted by its intelligent and immortal 
inhabitant ; but whither has it fled ? Is the departed 
soul now a welcome guest, a child at home, a friend 
among kindred spirits? Has it gained a happier 
climate, and a nobler life ? All we can say is, it has 
gone — ^gone to the place from whence it shall not 
return. 

Here we begin to feel the importance of the direc- 
tion contained in these words, and are obliged to fall 
back upon the character and work of God the Father 
and God the Son. Our immortal spirits have been 
sent into this world, and accommodated with an earthly 
abode, to which they are become closely united and 
tenderly attached. Here we have light for the eyes, 
an atmosphere to breathe, and the earth gives us bread 
to eat ; besides other means of enjoyment, in bound* 
less abundance and endless variety. Respecting our 
future abode, Jesus says, " I go to prepare a place for 
you. . . I will come again and receive you unto 
myself." Redemption is the most signal and complete 
development of God's essential goodness. " Herein is 
love." There is love in creation, Ion^ vcl "2twl^<bc^^^ \ 
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but it is as nothing compaieu witu this. The bless- 
ings of redemption are so transcendent and surpassing 
that, as compared with them, the glories of the mate- 
rial universe shall be no more remembered, nor come 
into mind. A.lready our immortal spirits are provided 
with an " earthly house " and " tabernacle f but Jesus 
has prepared for them hereafter a "house which is 
from heaven.*' This, in many respects, is a desirable 
world ; but Jesus has prepared for His people " a 
better country." Well, thftrftfr- ^ ight He say, "Ye 
believe in God, believe also in Mi :" tor if we thoi*oughly 
consider the nature and ends of His mediation, we 
shall not be unwilling to pass from the embodied to 
the disembodied state ; knowing that however good it 
is to be here, "to depart, and to be with Christ" is 
" far better." 

This habit of mind will reconcile us to the com- 
pany with whom we are likely soon to mingle. The 
disembodied state is not a solitary but a social con- 
dition. Jesus here says, " In my Father's house are 
many mansions." As in the temple at Jerusalem there 
were many courts and chambers, so that, while in one 
respect it was a house, in another it was a city in 
itself; so, in the state of separated souls there is a 
number, " which no man could number,'* redeemed 
unto God, out of every nation. These, too, are a 
sanctified people, all filled with light and love. They 
have received the Spirit of Christ, and learned 
to walk as He also walked. They resemble the dis- 
ciples, not when they disputed ** who should be the 
greatest," but when they were baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, and became " of one heart and of one soul." 
There are all the moral excellencies of the primitive 
church, without any of its infirmities and sins ; for 
that is " a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing." 

With all this moral goodness is associated the highest 
dignity, the sagest wisdom, tbe moat varied experience ; 
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for there are prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and 
eonfessors, and all the servants of Jesus who were 
''faithful unto death.'' Saints there have passed the 
fire, and lost their dross, and now exhibit sdl the bril- 
liance of a pure and perfect love. So that to enter on 
the disembodied state is to pass from the church mili- 
tant to the church triumphant, to emerge out of dark- 
ness into day, to exchange the conversation of children 
for that of men and of sages. It is to enjoy the 
presence of Moses and Ellas, not for a few hours, but 
for ever. It is to " sit down," and remain " with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God." 

All this excellence and glory is derived from Christ, 
and by ccnsidoring Him, we are led more and more 
to love this happy community. We cannot become 
thoroughly acquainted with Him without thinking 
highly of them ; for they are His workmanship. They 
are actuated by His Spirit, are images of Himself, and 
an honour to His name; and the more we consider 
Him, the more willing and desirous we shall be to 
occupy one of these mansions, and to mingle with 
" the spirits of just men made perfect." 

This habit of mind will fill us with new and celes- 
tial affections. The place to which the spirits of our 
departed friends retire is here characterized as the 
" house " of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; it 
is the home of the heavenly family, and of course 
both the Father and the Sou are especially and perma- 
nently there. While a consideration of the character 
of Christ will reconcile us to our future abode, and to 
our expected companions, it will especially inflame our 
hearts with an ardent love to Him, and an intense 
desire to see and enjoy Him for ever. 

We often wonder at the victorious faith which was 
exemplified by many of the early Christians. Because 
this was evinced on occasions of great trial, we are 
apt to suppose that the one was the effect of the other^ 
and that we cannot attain to ttiQ «8A£k!^ i^\^(Ja.^is^'b^^^^ 
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are placed in the same circumstances. But we may 
have the faith of Stephen without his martyrdom. It 
was not because false witnesses were procured to testify 
against him, nor because his judges gnashed with their 
teeth, rushed upon him, and hurried him away to be 
stoned to death ; — it was not by all this brutal rage 
and violence that he was enabled to say, ** I see heaven 
opened, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God." 
This was the result of his attending to the advice here 
given us. Long before, he had turned his attention to 
Christ, and had seriously considered His undertaking 
and designs. Tha longer he looked, the brighter his 
prospect became. He saw that Jesus was the bright- 
ness of the Father's glory ; that in His presence is 
" fulness of joy ;" and that this Jesus was standing at 
the right hand of God, and waiting to receive his 
departing spirit. 

Christ is all and in all. If we will but follow His 
direction when He says, " Ye believe in Grod, believe 
also in Me,*' our prospect of heaven will grow brighter 
and brighter. We. shall have the martyr's hope with- 
out the martyr's sorrows. 

V. 

2 Cor. v. 8. 

These words convey to us the idea of an intellec- 
tual world, and of mental occupation and excitement. 
Whatever heaven may be in other respects, if it gave 
no suitable employment to the active mind of man, it 
would fail to meet his case, and would be unable to 
afford him true satisfaction. It would be a great 
privation to leave this world, bad as it is, if there 
was not another, made by the same Grod, and equally 
suited to the immortal mind oi maa. Ths Inhabitants 
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of heaven find pleasure in employment; and their 
thoughts are full of God, while they serve Him day 
and night in His temple. When Moses and Elijah 
met with our glorious Redeemer on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, and Peter exclaimed, " It is good to 
be here," they were all occupied with the great work 
of saving the world. The subject of discourse was 
the death of Christ, together with its nature, purpose, 
and probable results. Nor did the inhabitants of 
heaven evince less interest in the commencement of 
the redeeming scheme. 

At this day, Christ 13 busy carrying out the designs 
of His mediatorial kingdom. Angels are His servants; 
and they are " all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation." 
If the people of this country feel such an interest in 
its political affairs, how much more anxious must 
disembodied spirits be to know what Christ is doing 
in the way of putting down all rule and authority 
and power opposed to His own. Never imagine, for a 
moment, that to die is merely to be buried in some 
place, and know nothing more but about " corruption, 
earth, and worms." To be "absent from the body" 
is to be " present with the Lord." To die is to enter 
an intellectual world, where all is activity and life. It 
is to " see the King in His beauty." It is to watch 
the development of infinite wisdom and goodness. It 
is to be constrained by facts to cry out, " Just and 
true are Thy ways, thou King of saints ! " When 
Joseph was sold by his brethren a slave into Egypt, 
he was not aware of the honours which awaited him 
there. Had he foreseen his advancement in the house 
of Potiphar, and his subsequent elevation to be the 
first minister in a great kingdom, and the saviour of a 
multitude of people, he would have cheerfully sub- 
mitted to the treatment he received, harsh and cruel 
as it was. Nor will you think it an unmingled calatmfc^ 
to grow old and die, or imagiiiQ \\i«u\. XJciovjL^QJes* ^Jor^xs^ 
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another world are unsuited to the young, if you 
seriously consider and fully understand these words, 
that to be " absent from the body " is to be " present 
with the Lord." 

VL 

<<Txi di:e is ^ato/' 

When life has been a service done to Christ, death 
will be a blessing conferred upon ourselves. He who 
can say truly, " To me to live is Christ," may confi- 
dently add, ^^ to die 18 gainy The apostle did not 
intend to intimate that a Christian gains nothing in 
life. That would be contrary to fact. He has else- 
where stated that a Christian gains what is unspeak- 
ably glorious and important in this life ; but still this, 
however great in itself, is as nothing compared with 
what he obtains after death. For instance : — 

1. A believer in Christ obtains in this world the 
pardon of his sins. Did you ever taste the wormwood 
<and the gall, the distress of soul arising from a convic- 
tion that God was angry with you ? If you have, you 
will form an idea of what a man gains when he hears 
the voice of mercy, when his mind is set at rest, and 
he is fully persuaded that God is reconciled to Him 
through the death of His Son. But if it is such an 
unspeakable blessing to have an evidence of the Divine 
favour here, — an evidence which, however sweet and 
satisfactory in itself, is still liable to be assaulted by 
•our own erring reasonings and the suggestions of 
SMan, and to become clouded by unfaithfulness, — 
what must it be to have such an evidence as heaven 
can afiford, to be as fully assm^ed as we are of our own 
being that God is ours and we are* His for ever % If it 
is such a blessing to have a distant prospect of heaven, 
a dawning hope that, years hence, we may be admitted 
to its bieissedness, what um&t \t b^ \f^ be there in 
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reality, to feel that death is past, and heaven is our 
own for ever? It is an unspeakable mercy to be 
rescued from hell, to have our prison doors thrown 
open, and be restored to liberty and life ; — but to be 
sent for to Court, to be ushered into the royal presence, 
to behold the Saviour's glory, and dwell with Him for 
ever, this will be such a transcendent blessedness as 
will make us acknowledge that ^^ to die is gcdn,^^ 

2. A believer in Christ obtains in this life a degree 
of knowledge. When a man loves God, he wishes to 
know what He has said and what He has done. Hence 
he reads His word, and studies His works. Thus his 
piety naturally awakens his intellectual energies, puts 
his thoughts in motion, promotes inquiry, and expands 
and elevates his mind. Not that religion makes every 
man a scholar ; — that is impossible, in the nature of 
the thing; — but it is the parent of knowledge, it 
improves every mind it enters, and renders a man 
wiser than he otherwise would have been. But what 
is all the knowledge which can be acquired here, com- 
pared with what will be obtained after our dismission 
from the body? Disembodied saints are denominated 
"the spirits of just men made perfect." They are 
men; we are in a state of childhood. Reason and 
revelation are a light unto our feet, and a lamp unto 
our path ; but a traveller would know very little of 
the beautiful trees and fields, the lofty mountains and 
flowing rivers he might pass, if he only saw them by 
the light of a lamp on a dark night. Such is the dim 
and indistinct view which mortals have of the wonder- 
ful works of God ; but in heaven they are seen in the 
meridian light of eternity, and therefore distinctly and 
fully. Whenever the bandage of flesh shall be taken 
away from your eyes, and the wonders of heaven and 
earth shall be discovered to the view of your enrap- 
tured spirit, you will acknowledge that "<o die is 
gmny 

3. The victories a believer o\)t«ixL^YEL'0^v^^Q"S^ 
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many and glorious. He resists the devil, and he flees 
from him ; he breaks his bad habits, and they prevail 
over him no more ; he rises above the cares and allure- 
ments of the world, and lives a holy life. Afflictions 
come upon him like a flood ; death approaches : but 
his heart is stedfast, trusting in the Lord. These 
are important conquests ; but they are obtained with 
great difficulty. The conflict is often tremendous; 
the enemy, when driven back, rallies again ; the battle 
is renewed over and over. i3ut in death he has the 
last struggle with the last enemy, and his victory is 
final and complete. Formerly he was looked upon as 
a brave and successful warrior ; but still the issue of 
the battle hung in doubt. Now it is gloriously and 
for ever decided. Now he is proclaimed a triumphant 
conqueror, and the crown is put upon his head. Now 
he has overcome, and sits with Christ on His throne, 
even as He overcame, and has sat down with His 
Father upon His throne. This is to conquer in reality. 
This is victory indeed. 

4. A real Christian is a truly honourable man. He 
who loves his God, to a certain extent will live in the 
esteem of his fellow-men. For moral excellence must 
command their respect ; while gentleness and kindness 
of temper win their affection. But what are these 
things compared to the honour of hearing the Saviour 
say, " Well done," and of being admitted a member of 
the general assembly and church of the first-bom) 
To be approved of men, and enjoy their confidence and 
esteem is an honour ; but to be approved of God, to 
associate with prophets and apostles and saints and 
martyrs, to be hailed by them as a fellow-servant and 
a brother, this is honour indeed. However a man may 
have been exalted here, yet if to die vs to be honoured 
thus, then " to die is gain,^^ 

5. True religion leads to habits of economy and 
industry, it brings down the blessing of God upon our 

persona and concerns, and heiK^Q \t i& a very common 
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thing for real Christians to enjoy a larger share of 
worldly comforts than their ungodly neighbours who 
on the whole are in the same circumstances. It is 
even by no means an uncommon thing to see religious 
people, by the mere force of moral principle, under the 
blessing of Almighty God, gradually rise to the posses- 
sion of what is called property, in various degrees. 
But when obliged to bequeath his wealth to others, a 
Christian receives in exchange for it " a treasure in the* 
heavens that faileth not, where no thief approaoheth, 
neither moth corrupteth." Here, he no doubt finds, 
as many others have done before him, that property is 
a troublesome and dangerous, as well as a very useful 
thing. There, he will be rich in those things compared 
with which gold and silver, houses and land, are 
nothing better than pebbles or straws, or the toys of 
children. Whatever he has to leave, he loses nothing, 
but finds that " to die" is infinite " gain^ 

6. Every true believer possesses much happiness 
even in this life, but his happiness here is mixed. He 
is liable to be injured by man, and assaulted by the 
devil. Disappointments and reverses befal him. Sin 
has put a bitter cup into his hand ; and although God 
has mingled it with sweets, yet it may not pass from 
him, he must drink it. But by dying he gains a 
bliss unmingled, and without alloy. For then "God 
shall wipe away all tears " from his eyes. His happi- 
ness here is limited. Whatever he feels at any period 
of his life is but a ray of that celestial light, a drop 
from that fountain. But, says the Psalmist, " in Thy 
presence is fulness of joy." There God communicates 
without restraint ; and it is impossible to conceive the 
extent of His love, or to utter the exceeding riches of 
His grace. We must die to comprehend, as well as 
to enjoy, the blessedness of heaven ; but be assured, 
whenever you are admitted to behold that glory, you 
will acknowledge " to die is gain^ 
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Eph. i. 14. 

There are a thousand things connected with the 
invisible and eternal world which the human mind in 
vain attempts to penetrate; and this sometimes awakens 
within us no little anxiety. But God having given 
to us the promise of eternal blessedness, in order to 
sustain our minds amidst the obscurity with which 
the subject is beset, causes us to taste of the word of 
life, and to feel the powers of the world to come. 
Wherever the Holy Spirit comes, He brings heaven 
with Him; and His presence in the soul is glory begun 
below. The celestial dove brings to the faithful the 
leaves of the tree of life, and enables them to taste 
the fruits of Paradise, and to drink of those pleasures 
which are at God's right hand. 

VIII. 

" 77ie grass withereth, and the flower thefeof falleth 
away : hut the word of the Lord endurdth for ever^ — 
I Peter i. 24, 25. 

• 

The Grospel is the foundation of our hope in the 
resurrection of the human body. That is a beautiful, 
but essentially a fading flower. Go, take your stand 
in one of our public burial grounds. Look around you 
in all directions. Think of the persons whose remains 
are deposited there : think what they once were, and 
what they now are. A few years ago they were all 
alive and in health ; full of activity, and blooming in 
youth and beauty. Some of them possessed superior 
excellencies and endowments. They were intelligent 
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and industrious, learned and ingenious, wealthy and 
prosperous ; invested with rank and office ; admired, 
esteemed, and honoured, in a thousand diflferent ways. 
What are the;^ now ? They are dust and ashes. Many 
of them are ah'eady forgotten; and the rest will not 
be remembered long. The grass has withered. The 
flower has faded. The transient glory has vanished 
away. 

Some of these were blighted by a wind; some of 
them were attacked .by a worm at the root ; and some 
of them lived on through their appointed summer, 
strangely sheltered from accident and disease. But 
the autumn came at last, when a process of decay 
began, which silently, slowly, and surely went on till 
it had brought them to the ground. The generations 
of mankind who flourished in former ages have all 
perished in the same way. They lived as long, and 
promised as fair. They were equally magnificent and 
glorious ; but the grass has withered, the flower has 
faded; all have disappeared, and not a single plant 
survives. Other generations, of course, will perish in 
the same way. What has happened so often will 
assuredly happen again. '' All flesh is grass." It is 
all fair, and all beautiful ; but all doomed to fade and 
to die. 

Let none of us attempt to practise a delusion upon 
our own souls by saying, " My friends tell me I am 
physically formed for longer life than many others." 
Flatterei;^ sometimes tell people that they have the 
constitutional firmness of an oak, that they were bom 
to live for many years, and that no adverse circum- 
stances are likely to make any serious impression upon 
them. Strange to say, there are parties who, by such 
representations as these, are deluded into a practical 
denial of their own mortality ; and accordingly talk 
and act, not like persons who are expecting to die 
soon, but rather like men who are never likely to die 
at alL The Author of the BvUe \a ^iJtka^^'st ^\ ^asss^^ 
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and He knows what man is; and He is the God of 
truth, and cannot misrepresent the state of our case ; 
and He speaks to each of us, — to those who have the 
very best and strongest physical constitution,— and 
He tells each that he is not an oak, but a blade of 
grass ; not a tree, intended to grow for centuries, but 
a flower, which is essentially short-lived, and liable to 
a thousand accidents. There may be a difference in 
physical constitution ; but it is only the difference 
between grass and grass, and between flower and 
flower. 

" The grass withereth, the flower fadeth," — and what 
thenl The summer is ended, the autumn and the 
winter have come; is there to be no succeeding spring? 
The leaves* are fallen to the ground, the flowers are 
faded and gone, the stalk itself has decayed, no part 
of the plant is to be seen ; but what has become of 
the root ? Is that perished, too ? or is there some 
sap and vitality remaining there, which, at the proper 
time, will cause the grass to spring and to live again % 
Job tells us there is " hope of a tree, if it be cut 
down ;" for there is a principle of vitality in the root, 
and it will " sprout again :" but, he asks, " if a man 
die, shall he live agaih ?'* Is there any root or prin- 
ciple in his nature by which dead bodies, like flowers 
in spring, shall revive and flourish a second time? 

It has been supposed by some that there is such 
a germ or principle in human nature, so that, by a 
purely natural process, somewhat like the development 
of a seed or root in the earth, dead bodies shall be 
restored to life; but this seems to be a mere conjec- 
ture, unsupported by any satisfactory evidence. All 
the tendencies of nature at present appear to be in an 
opposite direction ; so that mere philosophy would 
conduct to an opposite conclusion. St. Paul tells us 
that there will be a resurrection; but at the same 
time intim&tea that its probability does not rest upon 
»njr Jaws of nature, but wpon tl:ie omnipotence of 
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Christ, who is able to control, to alter, and to reverse 
any or all of these laws. He will raise and glorify our 
bodies, because He is able to counteract all the tenden- 
cies of nature, and to mould and bend them to His 
own purpose and pleasure. 

Still, the Gospel contains the express promise of a 
resurrection. God has said the dead shall rise again. 
That word is an incorruptible seed. It cannot perish ; 
but will survive all the changes incident to earthly 
things. Heaven and earth may pass away; but the 
word of God cannot pass away. It must be fulfilled 
in all its latitude of meaning. 

The deliverance of the people of Israel out of Egypt 
was the subject of a promise which God made to 
Abraham. That promise, however, remained inactive, 
like a dormant seed, for the space of four hundred 
years. But when the time for its fulfilment drew near, 
it began to put forth all its vitality and omnipotence ; 
and at length resulted in all the magnificent events 
connected with the passage through the Red Sea, the 
overthrow of the power of Egypt, and the emancipa- 
tion of. the Jewish people. 

The promised resurrection of the dead is to take 
place at some future and probably yet distant period. 
It is to be associated with mighty and fearful changes 
in all earthly things. These changes God will effect 
by the agency of fire. The elements shall melt with 
fervent heat ; the sea shall be absorbed ; the earth 
and all the works that are therein shall be burnt up ; 
the present heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise ; while out of this general conflagration and 
ruin there shall arise " a new heaven and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness." It is in connexion 
with these great and solemn events that the promise 
of the Gospel respecting the resurrection of man shall 
take effect, and the human dead, small and great, shall 
rise up, and stand before God. All flesh is q& ^^^ts^^^ 
and " the grass withereth, tlie fto^ex l^A^^V \s^^^^ 
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know this course of things will not go on for ever. 
The word and promise of God is an incorruptible seed. 
It may lie dormant for ages ; but it cannot perish. It 
is for ever full of force and vitality. At the appointed 
time it will be unfolded in all its omnipotence and 
glory ; and by its energy and operation these bodies of 
ours, these faded, fallen flowers, shall 

" Revive with ever-dxirlng bloom. 

Safe from diseases and decline." 

IX. 

Th^ ebtiistian Beliwet^'s 3ft^XK8p60t 

" We look Jor ike Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ : 
who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto His glorious body,^^ — Phil. iii. 20, 21. 

Jesus has entered heaven as our Forerunner and 
Representative, taken possession of it in our nature, 
and on our account. He has further pledged HimseliF 
to return to earth " with power and great glory ;" not 
only for the purpose of judging mankind, and destroy- 
ing His enemies, but chiefly to gather His people 
together, and place them in the presence of God. 
Those who have received from Him the forgiveness of 
sin and the renewal of their nature, are justified in 
expecting the accomplishment of all His . promises. 
Accordingly we expect His return, from the experience 
we have already had of His faithfulness, and of His 
ardent and unchangeable attachment to His people. 
Unlike the mutable children of men, who generally 
become giddy when placed on an eminence, and forget, 
in the time of their elevation and prosperity, their 
friends and companions in adversity. He " ever liveth 
to make intercession for us," and confers blessings on 
us every day. Indeed it seems as if heaven itself 
could scarcely be a heaven mthout His believing 
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people; for how can the head be happy, unless the 
body is united and complete? His love forbids His 
forgetting His people ; and His faithfulness binds Him 
to come again, and receive them unto Himself 

These bodies, degraded by sin and death, He shall 
*' change," and shaU fashion " like unto His glorious 
body." We are not at present acquainted with all the 
properties of our Saviour's glorified humanity ; there- 
fore, though we know we shall be like Him, we cannot 
fully tell what sort of bodies we shall then possess. 
Nor is this necessary. It is sufl&cient to know that 
then we shall be immortal. Our present bodies are 
subjected to the curse, in consequence of their con- 
nexion with the first Adam ; but our future bodies, 
derived from the grace of the second Adam, will be 
exempt from the effects of this dreadful denunciation. 
Hence they will be incapable of dissolution or decay ; 
full of immortal life, their vigour shall never diminish, 
nor their beauty fade away. 

Our future bodies will also doubtless be perfectly 
convenient to ourselves. Here we often labour under 
oppressive languor, are soon wearied and compelled to 
suspend our devotional exercises. This earthly taber- 
nacle frequently proves a clog and a prison to the soul. 
But when made like unto Christ's glorious body, it 
will become so refined and spiritual as to be a suitable 
abode for a spirit glowing with intense love to God, 
and with a sleepless desire to do His will. We shall 
move with all the speed of angels, be superior to 
fatigue, and be qualified to bear a part in the ceaseless 
worship of heaven. 

But the glorified body of a saint will be as delightful 
to others as to himself. It is said that when Jesus 
was transfigured, '^ His face did shine as the sun, and 
His raiment became white as the light ;" and the bodies 
of His people will doubtless exhibit the .same transcen- 
dent beauty, and shine with the same ineffable glory. 
Such a surprising work is not imijjt^cXK.c»XX^ ^^i^ ^sssl 
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Almighty Saviour. It is every way suitable to that 
boundless energy whereby He is able "to subdue all 
things to Himself." It is not too much to expect that 
He will redeem the pledge He has given to His people. 
Let us, however, carefully remember that this energy 
will never be exerted in glorifying our bodies unless it 
is here permitted to sanctify our souls. If the Spirit 
of Jesus "dwelleth in us," as an Enlightener and Puri- 
fier, and as the principle of a moral and spiritual life, 
then He shall also quicken our mortal bodies. 

Can the Christian, then, ever be indifferent to his 
glorious prospects'? We are expecting to see Jesus, to 
be like Him, and to be with Him for ever. We cannot 
think of that day too much. It will cheer us in trial, 
animate us to diligence, and reconcile us to death. 
When we lie on a sick bed, and feel ourselves just on 
the point of falling to pieces, no wonder the flesh 
should involuntarily shrink. But then it is impossible 
for us to be glorified in our present state. Our earthly 
house, as it is at present constituted, cannot stand for 
ever ; and if it be taken down, it is in order that it 
may be rebuilt with greater strength, symmetry, and 
beauty. Why then this extravagant attachment to 
life, and this unconquerable reluctance to die ? Is it 
not the oflfspring of unbelief? Did we fully believe 
in the Saviour, and had we that plenary consciousness 
of our acceptance with Him, that " full assurance of 
hope " which the Gospel oflfers to us, we should meet 
death with sentiments of confidence and triumph, and 
not of hesitation and dismay, — not as an evil, but as 
the harbinger of immortal blessedness. "Full of im- 
mortal hope," we should 

"urge the ceaseless strife, 
And hasten to be swallowed up 
Of everlasting life." 
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That "glory," probably, denotes not so much any 
visible brightness and splendour as that moral gran- 
deur which will invest the character of Jesus, and 
which arises from the development of His purposes, 
the fulfilment of His promises, and the execution of 
His. designs of infinite wisdom and love. Jesus 
here speaks of that ineffable love and unity which 
had subsisted between the Father and the Son before 
the foundation of the world. Their counsels and pur- 
poses, then formed, were to be developed in time, and 
contemplated by the faithful throughout the ages of 
eternity. When the three disciples accompanied their 
Master to the Mount of transfiguration, they said, 
"Lord, it is good to be here;" and yet the redeeming 
scheme was but very partially unfolded then, and they 
had but a very inadequate conception of what was 
about to be done. After the resurrection of Christ, 
the great ends of His death were more fully opened 
out, and His character became invested with addi- 
tional splendour, and His followers began to regard 
Him with a greater interest than they had ever felt 
before. What then will heaven be 1 When the shame, 
the tears, the blood, and death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ have resulted in the most complete manifesta- 
tion of the character of God ever vouchsafed to. His 
intelligent creatures, and in the eternal salvation of a 
number which no man can number ; when it is seen 
that all the changes, trials, and afflictions of God's 
people have actually wrought out for them an exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory ; — all this will involve 
such an amount of wisdom, power, and truth, and 
goodness, that the saints will be for ever "lost in 
wonder, love, and praise." 
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